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" 'HrisToxY of Mis BELVILLE. 


Mr: * kr 1% he Right Homaratl 
* $i LI ROONEY Oye AF 
dad 446 e alle, Oxford: 


| a « My Lord, 


dpi is with a mixed ſenſarivii of pledfare 
« and pain I ſet down to give you the follow- 
« jig account; but as the ſuppreſſion of what 
has come to my knowledge may be attended 
with diſagreeable conſequences, I am re- 
« ſolved to inform you of it. I feel for your 
* Lordſhip and your good Lady on this occa- 
« ſi ion; but I ſhould not diſcharge my duty to. 
you nor to my conſcience,” without proceed- 
ing in this manner. I muſt wave the con- 
4 ſideration of giving you a temporary pain, 
* chat * may be produced from it. 

A 3 6 Since 
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— 46 Since the returr- ef. the 
« to Oxford, I had obſerved Lord William 
c cultivated more aſſiduouſly than before his ac- 
de quaintance with men of a gay and diſſipated 
te turn, to ſay no more of hy he kept late 
+6 hours, and frequently was comamaid with 
„ them in riots. © Mr. Grenville obferved it 
« with ſorrow, and mildly remonftrated with 
his brother on his exceſſes; but, as he told 
„ me, without effect. Lord William always 
8 laughed at him, and called him grave pedant 3 
« bid him confine his obſervations to his muſty 
„ books, and not trouble his head with what 
5 his elder brother did; that he would have 
him know, he was not to be bridled within a a 
few ridiculous rules, and would hot be con- 
« trouled by any man living. This behaviour | 
to the amiable youth gave him the greateſt 

concern, and he conſulted with me what me- 
| © thod we could adopt to faye Lord William 
80 from r ruin, I had not yet ſpoke to his Lord» 
te ſhip about his conduct, but now determined 
+ to reprimand him properly. Accordingly I 
did fo, with the utmoſt gentleneſs I could aſ- 
e ſume, but he treated me in the moſt diſre- 
66 ſpectful manner; accuſed his brother of 
++ having told what paſſed between them; ſaid. 
ae that he would not be governed by any prag- 
te matical perſon or inſolent ſtripling in Eng- 
F land. Thi his ih enraged Mr. and 

« an 


" —— — . Cee ed Glee a — —U— — — —ͤ—Eàũm — — — 


FEMALE STABILITY, 7 


* and I feared they would have quarrelled. He 
« told my Lord, that let him treat him in ever 
« ſo ungenerous a manner, he had no right to 
level the ſame at me: that, as a gentleman, 
ec and one their father had thought proper to 
« inveſt, with a power over them, I was in- 
« titled. to reſpect, and obſervance; and if none- 
« of theſe conſiderations had effect, the cloth 
J wore ſhould protect me from inſults, Pro- 
« © voked at this, Lord William left the . 


7 * — - 


« count by either of us. Thus we went on n for 
ſome time, endeavouring, by mild methods, 
00 to reclaim him, but without effect; he grew | 
« worle, ſpent his money in the greateſt ex- 
4c travagance, and followed every abandoned 
«© courfe; while His amiable brather applied to 
« his Kydics With the utmoſt diligence,, never 
« ſpending his time in idle company; and em- 
4 ployed his money in the nobleſt purpoſes, 

I would have informed your Lordſhip be- 
fore of our ſituation, had not Mr, Grenville | 
s begged I would not, as it would only give 
« you pain, and perhaps make' Lord 'William 
« deſperate. He had contracted many debts, 
<« which Mr. Grenville gave him large ſums to 
« diſcharge, that his honour might not be call- 
« edin queſtion. Butthis exquiſite generoſity 
„had no other effect than to occaſion him to 
«6 II farther in vice: as he could be fup- 
"AS. « plied 


5 
. 
* . 
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<« plied with money, he did not care from 
& whence it came. Some days ago Mr. Gren- 


e ville was abſent many hours, which, as it 
was not cuſtomary. with him, a little alarm- 


« ed me. When he returned, he walked haſtily 
to his bureau, and after looking i in it ſome 
60. time, coloured as deep as fcarlet : he locked 


* it, and ſeated himſelf. After a little heſita- 
oy tion, Mr. Frankley, (ſaid he) I ſhould be. 
£6 greatly obliged to you, if you would lend 


» 
eme fifty guineas on a particular occaſion: 1 
« thought I had much more than that ſum, 
te but I forgot I gave it my brother this morn- 


ing. 1 immediately fetched i it to him; and 
<« he went out, but ſoon returned.. 1 have 
< diſpoſed of your money already; (aid he) 
«and I dare ſay you are deſirous of knowing 
40 how.“ I aſſured him I. ſhould be very happy 
© to be honoured with his confidence; and af- | 


« ter enjoining me not to ſpeak of it to any 


. 7h body, he told me the following particulars ; 
(and as Mr. Grenville is deſirous it ſhould 
not be known, I beg your Lordſhip will nat 
$ mention it). © This morning, (ſaid he) 1 
"« met à man in the fields, who appeared, by 
his manner and geſtures, to be in diſtreſs: 


« he walked ſome time near me, without ſeem- 


ing to know there was a mortal by him. He 
frequently talked to himſelf; but I could 
not diſtinguiſh | what * laid. At laſt a 


N 
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te pretty woman came towards him; and ſeem- 
«6 ed, by her motions, to wiſh to comfort 
% him; he turned from her:“ Go home; 
„Jenny; (cried he aloud) L have undone you; 


ve ſhall all be ſent to gaol before night.“ 
4. The poor woman retired; and I advanced to-- 


« wards: him. Pardon my intruſion, ſir; 
„ (ſaid I) but by your converfation I am con- 


e vinced you are in diſtreſs. If you: will in 
> form me the nature of your preſent embaraſſ 
e ment, 1 will endeavour to relieve you. I. 
„thank you, ſir, (replied he) but it is not in. 


your power to be of fervice to me; Fam in- 


« debt fifty pounds to a man that I expect will 


4 arreſt- me every minute; and if he does, it 
will be my ruin. I Keep a. ſchool, by which. 


I ſupport myſelf and family very well: but 


as I cannot raiſe this money, my reputation 
vill be torn to pieces, and my wife and chil=- 


4 dren will ſtarve.” Do you owe no more 


4 than fifty pounds ?* (demanded 1). Not a- 


„ farthing, young gentleman ; (anſwered he}; 


<< but that is: far too much,” Stay here 4 


<< minute, (returned I) and I will fetch it yout- 


« jimmediately.D“ The poor man viewed me 


cc with ld oks of filent aftoniſhment'; and ſerm— 


ed to want words to expreſs his gratitude.-In 
my deſire to. ſerve this diſtreſſed object, I for- 


4 got I had not the value of fifty pounds in ti 


whe ne at my command; Lord William 
| A 4 „ wanted: 


£ 
» -- — — avi Sf. — r 


20 FEMALE STABILITY. 
<« wanted. five hundred this morning, and I 
could not be poſſeſſed of that ſum, and ſee 
<< him in diſtreſs for money. Had it not been 
„for your goodneſs, Mr. Frankley, I ſhould 
© not have been able to relieve the real diſtreſs 
„ have been a ſpectator of. I ſhalt always 
think myſelf under infinite obligations to 
„ you, for your obliging aſſiſtance; and will 
< pay you with the utmoſt gratitude, the firſt 
% money I receive.“ He would have given me 
ic his note, but I declined it; and commended 
his benevolence as it deſerved. I begged 
leave to inform your Lordſhip of the repre- 
<« henſible conduct Lord William was purſu- 
< ing: with much reluctance he conſented ; 
< but entreated I would ſoften the detail as 
< much as poſſible, for the ſake of the Coun- 
« teſs. To fatisfy bun, I promiſed I would; 
4 but I thought it neceſſary your Lordſhip 
4 ſhould be informed of the truth; as in that 
« cafe, you would: know Better how to pro- 
« ceed. The ſet Lord William is engaged 
« with, will, I am apprebenſive, deftroy his 
$ happineſs here, and at the fame time endan - 
| « per his eternal welfare. | 
 . «They are all na better than Atheiſts, as I 
am informed by thoſe who are well acquaint- 
« ed with their real principles If I might 
t preſume. to adviſe your Lordſhip, it would 
Een remove the * imme 
88. FS 6c < diately 


* 
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40 diately from Oxford; as it will be impoſſible 
<< to keep Lord William from his companions, 
« while he is here; and as he wants applica- 
« tion, he will not, F am afraid, make any 
4 farther improvement. In regard to Mr. 
% Grenville, there cannot be a better ſcholar, 
% nor a finer gentleman than he is. 1 ſhall 
wait your determination with the utmoſt 1 im- 
« patience; and am, my Lord, your Lord- 
* ue s molt obliged humble ſervant, 
| a =. Joun FRANKLEY.” | 


* 


When the Earl had finiſhed this letter, 
every perſon, except Louiſa and I, expreſſed 
their ſentiments on it. Fhey alt joined in 
© condemning Lord William, and praifing 
Mr. Grenville. After much debate, it was 
© their unanimous opinion the advice of Mr. 
© Frankley / ſhould be followed, and both the 
I gentlemen recalled. This method was pur- 
«, acd, and the Fart wrote to his fons he ſhould 
expect to ſee them the following week, in 
London; where we were all going likewiſe. 
© Hz determined to inform Lord William he 
© knew of his conduct, and by every way he 
© could think of, endeavour to mipirekim with | 
a proper deteſtation of it. 
The Earl and Countefs took leave of us, 
6 to return to town, and we were to follow 
5 them 


— 32 * 1. 106 — * * 
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them in a few days. The duke, who was for 
ever at the park, propoſed: leaving the coun- 
* try at the ſame time; and hoped for my per- 
« miſſion to attend me to publick places. As 1 
© was ſo ſoon. to have Mr. Grenville reſtored to 
me, I did not want his attendance. and coldly 
< thanked. him. Mortified at. this, he reſolved 
to make an immediate application to my fa- 
< ther, which he aecordingly did; the Dutcheſs 
* affiſting him. My dear father replied he was 
greatly obliged. to his. Grace, for the honour. 
< he intended him ; and if he could gain my 
© affections, his conbich would follow my elec- 
tion: that he would not pretend to uſe his 
« authority.in. a caſe where the happineſs of my 
.- < Ids depended. He ſo fondly loved me, he 
« ſald, that he would reſign his own, to ſecure 
* my felicity; and if. his Grace was the deſtined 
man to touch my heart, he ſhould, with joy 
« accept his alliance. This anſwer of my fa». 
< ther rather damped the Duke's hopes; but, 
© however, he wasreſolyed. to perſevere, and. 
< endeayour. to win my heart. The whole fa- 
« mily was ſtrong, in his intereſt, except Sir. 
Edward and my Louiſa, who finding me ar. 
q © yerſe,, were Fa 
When we returned to hm Auguſtus, is BR 
had been there two days before us, haſtened to 
meet us with the greateſt joy; and we re- 
ceived him as he merited. He informed us 
1 Land. 
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Lord William had acknowledged his errors to 

© the Earl; and had promiſed to amend them-:- 
< that his father was happy beyond his moſt ſan- 
guine hopes, to ſee him ſo. ſoon renounce. his 
« faults :. that he flattered himſelf, by mildnefs 

and indulgence,. to wean him intirely from 


every bad habit; and in time he might be- 


come an amiable man. We all joined ſin- 
cerely in this wiſh; and begged he would fa- 
vour us with a * He ſaid his brother did 
not imagine we were acquainted with his 
conduct, and would have come with him, but 
he was prevented hy a particular engagement. 
< Mr. Grenville behaved with the ſame tender- 
<neſsagd reſpect he uſed to do, both to Louiſa, 
and me: but. as we were now grown up, we 
did not treat him with ſo much freedom. We 
c had no opportunity of ſpeaking to him along 
c that night, or I ſhould have informed him of 
< the Duke's application: but. as he promiſed 
< to come with the Earl and Counteſs the next. 
day, I thought that would do as well. 
Unfortunately, before they, arrived at Gro, 
« venor-ſ{quare,, the Duke of was with 
+ Bhs he had juſt taken my hand by force, to. 
put on adiamand. ring, when Lord and Lady 
Bromfield, Lord William, and Mr. Gren- 
« ville, entered the room. Auguſtus ſtarted, 
and turned pale, on ſeeing his Grace holding 
* band. This little circumſtance did. not 
| „ e. 


= 
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c ſtrike me, tho” it did Louiſa. I welcomeũ 
Lord William on his return to the capital. 
He received my compliments with great po- 
liteneſs and good humour, as he did Louiſa's, 
and made many fine ſpeeches on our encreafe 
* of beauty, that from him paſſed very well. 
The Counteſs introduced her ſons to the 
< Duke: Auguſtus hardly ſpoke to him, which 
amazed me, as his ſweetneſs of diſpoktiofy 
© uſed formerly to appear, in his addreſs to 
© ſtrangers particularly. He feated himſelf on 
© a ſopha, oppoſite the chair I fat in, and ſeem- 


d ed buried in thought. His Grace came, and 
_ © leaning on the back of my chair, kept whiſ- 


« pering about the ring. Something I faid 
© made him laugh violently; this cauſed Mr. 
«© Grenville ſuddenly to look up; but ſeeing 


© who it was, and in what manner he was fi- 


© tuated, he reſumed his thoughtful eue, 
and again ſeemed abſent. 
Vexed to death to ſee him ſo whey: 1 a- 


© roſe,” and walking acroſs the room, fat down 
0 by him. The Duke took my chair, and fell 


into converſation with Louifa.---< What 
makes you ſo abſent, Mr. Grenville? Have 
« you left your heart at Oxford?“ (faid I) 
« No, Miſs Belville; (anſwered he) my heart 
© js not out of this room; nor your 's neither, 
<I fancy.” iy (he Abeg j Not underſtanding 


e © what he meant, T replied, . No, indeed, he 
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* guſtus; I have it myſelf but "why ar are you 


« {6 formal? you are not angry with me, I 


c hope ? I haye not heard you. Addreſs | me in 
© that diſtant manner a great while. My 
I dear Adeline, (replied he) I did not mean 


© to addreſs you with more ceremony than 1 | | 


1 uſed. to do; but I faw you fo much engaged 


* with the Duke N that T ſuppoſed an 


interruption from me would not de agreeable.” 


« And. why did you ſuppoſe fo, Mr. Gren- 
„ville? did I ever give you feaſon to imagine "x 


your company was difagreeable to me ? Po- 


« litenefs obliged me to liften to his Grace, not 


* choice, F affure' you. „ « And was it no 


more than politeneſs, Adeline ? (faid he) 2 


« then I am happy. I feared your heart in- 


© clined you to liſten to him.” He looked at i 


eme attentively; his very ſoul ſpeaking 
* through his fine eyes: I felt myſelf bluſh, 
and was in infinite confuſion. He took m 
hand: Thofe fears were juſt ; (faid he) x 
ſee he has obtained your heart ; "ſpeaks; Ade- 
© line; and eaſe this tumultous war within, 
© that E hardly ſupportable.” r 
His violence amazed me; and 1 could not 
© ſpeak at the moment if I might have had 
worlds. »Tis plain, {continued he) let- 
© ting go my hand; you Tove his Grace, and [ 


© muſt no longet hops for the ſame tender diſ- 


6. Wen you formerly bondured me with.” 


He 
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= He folded his arms, and caſt his eyes on the 
* ground with. the utmoſt dejection. . 7 was. 
© much affected with his ſorrow; and — pre- 
6 paring. to anſwer him, when the Duke aroſe, 
p and walked. towards me. 1 can no longer 
E bear to. be ſeparate from you,. my dear Miſs 
« Belville,, (£ ſaid he). He ſat don on the ſo; 
< pha:, Mr. Grenville eyed him from head to 
foot. What have you, been engaged with, 
* madam, (continued his Grace) will you not 
inform me:? there lives not a man WhO will 
be more faithful to your truſts. Surely, my. 
<«. amiable- Miſs. Belville,. my love may claim. 
«that favour at your hands; why. will you not. 
© honour me with your. confidence?” My. 
Lord, I want not. a confident,” (anſwered I). 
« Is it not hard, Mr. Grenville, (ſaid he, 
© turning to him) that. I cannot bring this 
charming creature to have the. leaſt pity on 
© me?” „Oh, your Grace will find a way 
6 to move bergity. at laſt: (anſwered.be) I have 
no doubt.“ He turned red and pale alter 
0 nately; and deeply, ſighing, aroſe from his 
© ſeat. F ortunately, nobody in the room ob- 
<. ſerved his diſorder. I followed him to the 
< window,. whither- he. was gone, and taking 
Thim by the arm, are you not well, Au- 
S guſtus? (demanded J) with. the greateſt 
< trembling of voice). No, Adeline; (faid. 
Fl nqr euer ſhall. be,” Heaven forbid, 


» 


s <p» 008+ 
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© my dear Mr. Grenville; let me get you ſomes 
thing.“ And am I dear to you, my 
adored Adeline?“ (returned he) ++ You 
dare indeed, Auguſtus: (replied I) I would 
« willingly ſuffer any thing to reſtore you to 
© health.” „I am well, then, my lovely girl 
© anſwergd he; but here comes my torment.” 
The Duke was approaching: I was infinitely 
«© provoked at this ſecond, interruption, and 
© made no anſwer to what he ſaid; but turning 
to Mr. Grenville, „I am ready to attend 
« you, Aug:{tus, whenever you pleaſe,” ſaid I, 
holding o it my hand. He took. it and preſſed 
it to his lips. We quitted the room, leaving 
© his Grace in the utmoſt aſtoniſhment. + How | 
8 amiably conſiderate, my Adeline, (ſaid My. 
+. Grenville, as-ſoon as we entered the Muſick- 
« parlour) to prevent my expoſing myſelf to the 
company above! but I was not ſufficiently 
J maſter of myſelf to conceal my emotions from 
you; I would not offend. you, but I cannot 
« bear to ſee you behave to the Duke with that 
© captivating. complacency ; but if you love 
him, why ſhould you nat?” Why ſhould 
you, Auguſtus,, conſtrue a general civility 
© into. partiality for his Grace? I do aſſure on 
I do not love him, nor ever ſhall.” Then 
I am bleſſed again! Repeat, ray dear Ade-- 
line, thoſe enchanting words, nor ever ſhall * 
 * and you will tranſport. me: I ſee. he adores 
| 3 , „„ vou, 
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: 4 ks but if you will never love him, I am 
83 Why what has he done to you, that 
of all other men you diſlike him ſo much ?” 
It is not the Duke particularly, anſwered he, 
a but every man that ſought to gain your affec- 
tions I muſt deteſt. Oh, Adeline, I adore 
you myſelf! how then can I bear the idea of 
another gaining that heart I would die to ob- 
© tain? T have long loved you, long concealed 
my paſſion; and ſhould ftill have concealed 
b it, had I not apprehended you regarded the 
© Duke tenderly ; that thought betrayed me 
© into. emotions that muſt have diſcovered my 
© love; fpeak, and tell me if vou will forgive 
my preſumption? T know T am not worthy 
2 bet I eunnot help adoring you.“ 
„ FTuis unenpected declaration (for, till 
_ < that” moment, I had no idea his behaviour 
_ © proceeded from any particular regard) threw 
me into the utmoſt confufion; I knew not 
hat to fay ;' 1 loved him ſo well, my heart | 
* ſhrunk at the idea of giving him pain, and 
2 do flatter his hopes I did not like, left my fa- 
| © ther would not approve our attachment. I 
< was ſilent: he begged I would anſwer him. 
After ſome heſitation; I addreſſed him as fol- 
< lows: < You are ſenſible, Auguſtus, I ever 
felt for you the tendereſt affection, and re- 
e garded you as a brother, nor till this moment 
* road: 1 — * me other than as a 
£@7 « ſiſter, 


your affection. Vour behaviour juſt now up 


« ſtairs ſurprized me, but {till I ſuſpected not 15 
« from what motives it proceeded. Vour de- 
- © claration has opened my eyes, and I ſee your 


behaviour frequently aroſe from tenderer ſen- 


« fations than I believed. To ſay: this diſco- 


very of your paſſion had abated my regard for 
you, would be ridiculous affectation: I love 
« you; Auguſtus, as I ever did, and ſhall con- 
5 tinue to do ſo to the end of my Ne: 
+ Nay, perhaps, was my father to conſent””-- 


« You would be mine for ever; exclaimed Mr: * 
« Grenville, -: Q my amiable, my angelic x 
Adeline. I expected no leſs chan this gene- 
r noble diſpoſition ; 


+ rous explicitneſs 
9 « you know my ünterity ; you have long known 


Lit; not. can my Adelineſuſyett 1 5 de- 
Fceive her. I love you wich an affection not 
* to be equalled; my whole life ſhall be ſpent 
in promoting your felieity; I will intreat Sir 
Edward to give you to me; and depend on bis | 


< partiality: for making me happy.” Be pa- 


« tient, Mr. Grenville; anſwered I, my father 5 
| + has promiſed his intereſt to the Duke, pro- 9 
© vided he can gain my heart, which he has al- 


loved him to endeavour at: he wonld be of. 
+ ferided- if a hobleman of his conſequence was 
not treated with every reſpect which is fo 
6 n his au.” I ſhall ſoften as much as 
l elite 


i 
— 


FEMALE STABILITY. iq 
«>| er; and "thought Louiſa ſhared with me 
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poſſible the abſolute refuſal I mean to give 
him; he never had: the leaſt reaſon to ſuppoſe 
© his love would be accepted: by me; though in 
compliance with the united intreaties of his 
* mother, the Earl and Counteſs, (who are en- 
« tirely his friends) Mr. and Mrs. Somners and 
my father, I ſuffered his aſſiduities, though I 
< was, from the moment of his declaration 
determined not to accept him as an huſband- 
« Sir Edward told him, his conſent would 
c follow. my election: therefore, Auguſtus, 
cas the Duke's fate entirely depends on me, 
would wiſh you to be ſilent ſome time 
© longer to my father on: the) ſcore! of your 
« paſſion ;, we are both very young, and hap- 
© pily ſituated in reſpect to ſeeing each other; 
© let, me then get clear of this entanglement 
© before you declare Jour love, and truſt: me 
| for breaking it off,” My adored Adeline; 
< anſwered; he, you are all goodnefs | Iwill be. 

guided by you in every thing; yes, my . 
<. follow the noble dictates of your heart; to 
q  loſe-you will be torment. enough; make the 
© Duke's diſappsintment as eaſy as poſſible, 
but remember, on your ending his hopes de- 

drann the happineſs of your Auguſtus.” 
I I ſmiled, but was prevented anſweting by. 
© the entrance of the Counteſs. , I have been 
« looking for you, children, all over the houſe, 
0 8 MP 5. why did * leave the room in ſuch 
| 4 haſte 2 
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haſte? the Dake is almoſt diſtracted, Ade- 
line, at your behaviour; how can you treat 
him ſo cruelly? You muſt perfuade her to 
< have ſome compaſſion on him, Auguſtus, the 
will mind what you ſ#y,” And fo I'would 
hat your Lapſhip ſays, anſwered I; but 
you would not have me Matter the Dukes 
© paſſion when I do not love him? ſurely, ma 
dam, that would be baſe,” «c Ay, my "OR 
but why de you not love him? Can you 
„have a more amiable man? Does he not of- 
fer to Tettle his ole eſtate on you What 
can be your objection?” «© Your ladyſhip 
knows there is no accounting for the heart; 1 
allow him every merit he can poſſeſs, yet 1 
cannot love him; and without love I will ne- 
ver marry.” © o Perkiagh, my dear, your af. 
fections are already engaged but I can hardly 
„imagine that; if it is ſo, Miss Belville, and 
yo are attached to a worthy object, I have 
© no doubt but Sir Edward would conſent to 
© make you happy. I dare fay, the man who 
© has 2 your heart has given you his i in 
return.“ It were facrilege to doubt it, 
© madam,” anſwered Mr. Grenville ; and I dare 


« affirm, the man Miſs Belville ſuffers to raiſe | 
© his eyes to her with hope, adores her; the i is | 


loved by him with a flame next to idolatry : 


oh did your ladyſhip know with what fond- 


0 Wa chis' man loves our Adeline, you would 
no 


r T 4» ” - 
* * 
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© no longer think the paſſion of the Duke me · 
e rited your aces” Be ſilent, Mr. Gren- 


< ville.“ (ſaid 1) Proceed, Auguſtus, (an- 
x bored the Counteſs) inform me who this 


lover is, that I ſhould transfer my. intereſt 
© from the Duke to him. Miſs-Belville may 
«. depend upon my ſilence. if it is -neceſſary.”! 
«I king may, my deareſt mother, (re- 


C plied Mr. . Grenville) as well as I on your af+ 
« fetion, - Excuſe me, my angel, (ſaid he, 


turning to me) for this once diſobeying you. 


In me, madam, (continued he to the Coun · 
tels) bohold the lover of Miſs Belyille, 


Long have I loved her with the moſt paſſionate 
© tenderneſs; but never till this day acknow+ 


© jedged it. She ftill honours me with the 
© ſame affection ſhe has ever felt for me: 


„ nay, allow me to. hope the ſanction of Sir 
Edward would induce her to regard me in a 
« {till dearer light. Think you then, madam, 
© I ſhould plead for, the Duke, who muſt my- 
< ſelf be wretched without her pity?” „ And 

© is it really true, my children, (replied the 


o Counteſs) | does my Auguſtus love Miſs Bel- 


© ville ? Receive my congratulations, my dear 


« ſon; and you too, my Adeline: your vir- 
© tues only merit each other ; no hearts were 
< ever. ſo truly alike, Indeed, Auguſtus, I 
© ſhall no longer plead for the Duke, ſince, by. 


4 ſo Kn! I al, injure Yr ee 


I told 
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© T told her the method I ſhould purſue in 
* regard to his Grace; ſhe highly applauded i it, 


© and aſſured us ſhe would not mention the eir- 
« cumſtance we had revealed to her; and again 


0 congratulating us on our nn e 
room. 
When ſhe was gone, Mr. Grenville in- 
* treated my pardon for having informed the 
« Counteſs. of his love. But indeed, my 
Adeline, (continued he) I could not bear to 
hear her plead fer his Grace; and I was well 
© aſſured ſne would never attempt influencing 
you in his favour, when ſhe knew the ſitua- 
tion of my heart.” I cafily forgave him, and 
© we returned to the drawing-rootn. , 
The Earl and my father laughed at us for 
© having been abſent ſo long. I was a good. 
deal confuſed at their pleaſantry, but Mr. 
© Grenville relieved me by faying he had been. 
delighted with hearing a new piece of muſic I 
© had favoured him with. * Have you ſo? 
« (ſaid the Earl) then we will all be equally. 
c favoured ; ; and fo, fair lady, deſcend inte. 


: pleaſe the father, as you have done the ſon.“ 


He took my hand, they all followed us: for- 
* tunately I had a new. piece, and this excuſt 


for our abſence paſſed off very well. The 
* Duke loaded me with commendations, as did - 


Mr. Grenville, and Lord William; the lat- 


« oh theſe. Gentlemen had now recovered his 


« ſpirits, 
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5 « ſpirits, and was as entertaining as he uſed to 


© be. We paſſed the day in the moſt agreeable 
© manner: his Grace was engaged for the even- 
* ing, and therefore took his leave early, tell- 
© ing me he would do himſelf the honour of 
c calling on me the next day : 1 bowed, and he 


s left us. 


Lord William as Mr. Grenville begged 
© Louiſa and I would go to the play with them, 
« we went, and ſaw . Garrick in Hamlet, the 
« firſt time I had ever beheld him in that no- 
ble character. He ſurpaſſed even the high 
idea I had formed of him, and by his admi- . 


_ © rable performance did ample juſtice to the ini- 


8 mitable language of that juſtly admired play. 
I concluded with Auguſtus he ſhould not 
call the next morning, and I would endea- 

< your to perſuade the Duke to reſign his hopes. 
When we retired, I related to Louiſa all 
© that had paſſed in the day: ' ſhe congratulated 
me on being beloved by Auguſtus, and hoped 

© pur felicity would meet no | interruption. 
But how amazing, my Adeline, (continued- 
« ſhe) that neither of us ſhould diſcover he 
loved you before!“ „The tenderneſs he 
© has equally ſhewn us, my Louiſa, even from 
6 infancy, hindered our obſerving a particula- 
« rity in his attachment to me: ſo firmly 1 
« thought him my friend, J never entertained 
© an idea of him as a lover.“ ' But now you 
| are 


OO” 
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© long loved him, : tho? I would not ſuffer my- 
<ſelf-to think ſo. The firſt time the Duke told 
me I "was dear to him, I felt a repugnance to 
c hear him 3 the idea of Auguſtus obtruded it- 


©ſelf on my imagination, and 1 could not help | 


x drawing compariſons between them. Yes, 
I am certain I loved Mr. Grenville, -when I 


© only imagined my ſenſations aroſe from friend- 
c hip. Now he has avowed his paſſion, I may 
© "with propriety indulge my feelings i in his fa- 
4 your ; his virtues are ſo, numerous, that 1 
fear, unleſs I take great care, I ſhall loye him 
c too well.” She rejoiced in my felicity, and 
©the following morning, about twelve, the 
© Duke came. | 


. ©T was alone in my drefling room, when he 


d entered. 6 To find you thus, my adored 
©Miſs Belville, (ſaid- he was a happineſs I 


| c- hardly dared hope for,” 44 I kept myſelf diſ- 
engaged on purpoſe to receive your Grace; as 
© you had informed me you would do me the ho- 


© nour of a viſit.” 4 That is doubly obliging, 


c my dear madam : how ſhall I repay your good- 


e neſs * « By granting the requeſt I am go- 


ing to make you, my Lord.“ © Any thing, 
c ' madam, you will condeſcent to aſk ; (faid 


Vor- Ill. . 
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care convinced he is your lover, (anſwered | 
c Louiſa) do you not find the affection you al- 


ways felt for him greatly. inereaſed?ꝰ 1 
©do, my Louiſa: nay, 1 am convinced I have 
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© he) I will comply with any thing that is in 
© my power.” I thank you, my Lord: the 
© requeſt I am going to make concerns the hap- 
© pineſs of your Grace as much as it does my 
peace. The affection with Which you have 
© honoured me, calls f or my moſt grateful ac- 
« knowledgments; Ink at 15 ſame time I muſt 
intreat you to withdraw it, as it will never be 
in my power to make the return you. merit. 
This I informed you of long ago, tho? in com- 


« pliance with your intreaties, and thoſe you | 
had intereſted in your favour, - I ſuffered you 


© to viſit me; at the fame time 1 gave you that 
. permiſſion, 1 likewiſe told you it would be 


< « without effect. As you! Rave now by experi- 


© ence found the truth of that. Kela, 1 


« ſhould deem myſelf infinitely obliged, if you 
< would no more mention your love to me, as 
my reſolution is fixed, and never will be al- 
« tered. Your Grace will, do me the juſtice to 
acknowledge I have not deceived you in this 
« affair; but have acted openly; and explicitly 


from the firſt.” 4 ] do, madam, acknow- 


edge, (anſwered the Duke) you never gave 
me the ſmalleſt „ but 1 did 
not expect fo abſolute a diſmiſſion from you 


Lat this time. Pardon me, Miſs Belville, if I 
iS imagine you would not have fo peremptorally 


* refuſed my offer, had you not been prejudiced 
0 in n favour of ſome © aan man: but if that is 


919 2 07 - * the. 
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© the caſe, and you will honour me 8 your 


c confidence, I will no longer perſecute you 


with declarations ſo hateful, whatever it may 
< colt me,” © Your Grace binds me in obli- 
« ations for ever. Yes, my Lord, I will 


make you the confidant of my attachment to 
the moſt amiable of his ſex.” Is not Mr. 


Gtenyille the man, madam TI «© He is, my 


Lord.“ 1 have no more to demand, ma- 
dam; (replied he, with a diſtracted air) with 
© him no man can ſtand any chance: his vir- 
« tues (of which I have heard a great deal, 


« from a gentleman who was with him at Ox- 


0 ford) merit the reward he has obtained. Your 
heart, Miſs Belville, is à treaſure that a 
King might be proud to gain. I have en- 
gaged, madam, no more to mention my love; 
0 [ never will violate that engagement. I will 
_ © endeavour to prevail on the Dutcheſs to ac- 


< company me to France, for I cannot ſtay and 


© ſee- another; man receive your hand.“! I 


hope your Grace will meet every felicity in a 
foreign kingdom you ſo entirely deſerve; and 


© that you may beſtow your heart on ſome fair- 
one who will be capable of returning your 
< loye, and make you as happy as you merit to 
© be:” 44 As to that, [Miſs Belville, (anſwered 
he) Ido not expect happineſs: the only wo- 
man I ever loved has refuſed me, and I ſhall 


"over * wich her equal. Tho' you 


BS 1 | * have 
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| © have been · the cauſe of miſery to me, 1 mall! 
«© rejoice to hear of your felicity. I will no 
longer detain you from Mr. Grenville, ma- 
c din the envied, tho? deſervedly beloved Mr. 

« Grenville, ---Farewcl; my lovely Adeline! 
© you never will behold me more.“ He hurried 
out of the room, nor did I attempt to ſtop 
him: his departure affected me, and I was 

_ © weeping when the Counteſs and Louiſa en- 
© tered. I related to them what had paſſed, and 
they could not help giving a tear to the Duke's 4 


« miſery: - 
In the Ae as we were waiting for 
; Auguſtus, the Dutcheſs of ------ came: only 


the Counteſs, Mrs. Somners, Louiſa and me 
were together. Alas, Miſs Belville, (aid 
« ſhe, as ſoon as ſhe was ſeated) you have un- 
done the Duke; he has told me the converſa- 
tion that paſſed. between you, and is almoſt 
diſtracted; yet you are not to blame: Why was 
© you ſo amiable? or why was my poor Edwin 
« fo ſenſible of your perfections? I know not 
what I would ſay to you, only I know that 
amy child is wretched,” „ am infinitely: 
concerned, replied I, that I have been the © 
_ © unfortunate cauſe of his miſery, but indeed, 
(as your Grace obſerved) I was not deſignedly 
ſo, nor am I conſcious of having, by any in- 
« conſiderate en urge given juſt ground 
for the Duke's hopes: I am as much con- 
4 7 Mu cd $ cerned 
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*© cerned as your Grace can be, for being obliged 
to ſay what I this morning did, but you would 
not wiſh I ſhould have flattered his paſſion, 
and not have been able to return it. Vour 
'© ſon has informed you of all that has paſſed 
between us? < Yes, Miſs Belville, he has, 
and I find you have given your heart ta the 
-+ deferving Mr, Grenville. I am glad one fo 
-« worthy has ſupplanted my ſon in your affec- 
tions; perhaps if he had not obtained your 
heart, you would have given it to my Edwin. 
Suffer me to indulge that pleaſing thought, 
© Miſs Belville; let me conſole him with that 

b aſſurance.“ I would give your Grace every 

conſolation in my power, anſwered I, but 1 
cannot ſay how my heart would have been af- 

© fected with the Duke's merit, had it never 

been influenced by the virtues of Auguſtus,” 
© Mrs, Somners looked ſurprized: < My dear 

+ madam, ſaid the Counteſs to her, we have a 

tale to unfold that will amaze you; a little 

« while longer, and it will be entirely revealed. 

They both ſought to comfort the Dutcheſs, 

© as'did Louiſa: I was filent, When ſhe hal 

© ſat ſome time, ſhe told us ſhe had promiſed 
© the Duke to go abroad with him, and that ſhe 
called to bid us adieu. As ſhe found there 
were no hopes for him, but his diſappoint- 
ment was ſo much in her head that ſhe could 


Ftalk of nothing elſe, the took a polite leave of 
* #3 dus 
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* us all, and wiſhed: the Counteſs joy on he 
© happineſs of her ſon. 
Soon after her departure Mr, Grenville came; 
© he was delighted to find the Duke's hopes at 
an end, and thanked me in the tendereſt man- 
ner for the happineſs I had given him. As 
« eyery obſtacle was now removed that before 
prevented his application to my father, he in- 
treated me to ſuffer him to make his paſſion 
known to Sir Edward. I loved him ſo well, 
I could not refuſe his requeſt, and gave my 
© conſent that the Counteſs might acquaint the 
Earl and my father that very evening. This 
« ſo tranſported my dear Auguſtus, that he 
< lung himſelf at my feet, and was like a man 
diſtracted with joy. When he was a little 
more compoſed, we informed Mrs. Somners 
« of our attachment, who ſincerely ſhared in 
our felieity. The Counteſs propoſed, that 
»Louiſa and I ſhould go that evening to the 
play with Mr. Grenville, that ſhe might have 
an opportunity to diſcloſe the affair to the 
* Earl and Sir Edward; accordingly we 
went. Never in my life did I ſpend a more 
. © agreeable evening. Auguſtus was all 
tender affection; no words can do juſtice to 
© the excels of his paſſion; he loved to ſuch an 
extreme degree, that if I caſt my eyes from 
him he was uneaſy. - Little did I attend to 
* the play, too e of what might be 
the. 
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© the conſequence of the Counteſs” s informa» 
© tion; though I had no great deal to dread 
from the rigour of my father or the Earl, yet 
could I not be free from fears. 

© As ſoon as the play was over, Mr. Gren- 
ville propoſed returning home; Louiſa and I 
immediately conſented, and we got into the 
* coach. When we arrived at Groſvenor- 
_ + ſquare, I was ſo terrified I could hardly ſtand. . 
Mr. Grenville and Louiſa ſupported me, and 
© we proceeded to the drawing-room, where my 
< father,' the Earl and Counteſs, Mr. and Mrs. 
+ Somners wereaſſembled; Sir Edward was lean- 
© ing his head on his hand, and took no notice 
« of us. Mr. Grenville led me to the ſopha, and 
advanced to my father: * Are you not well, 
fir?“ 4 Indifferent, young gentleman,” an- 
< ſwered he. This method of ſpeaking affected 
ame ſo much, that had not Louiſa gave me 
© her ſmelling-bottle, - I ſhould have fainted. 
Mr. | Grenville came to me; My deareſt 
„Adeline, ſaid he, permit me to lead you to 
9 * air.” I could not anſwer him. My fa- 
«© ther looked round, and ſeeing me ſo. agi- 
< 1 5 came towards me: My child, >faid - 
© he, what is the matter? Speak, my beloved 
Adeline, and. ſay what occaſions your emo- 
tions?“ Theſe kind words recovered. me, 
and I threw myſelf at his feet: Ah, my 
2 dear try, I feared I had offended you in refu- 
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« ſing the Duke, which I ſuppoſe Lady Brom- 
field has told [you of, and I could not ſupport 
* your anger.“ My darling, my anly com- 
« fort! (exclaimed he) riſe, you never offended 
me; you are my delight and happineſs ! [He 
1 tenderly embraced me] es, my child, the 
Counteſs has informed me you diſmiſſed the 
Duke, becauſe you loved ſomebody elſe.“ 
He took my hand: Come hither, Auguſtus: 
© I give you, ſaid he, what is far dearer to me 
than myſelf; love ber as ſhe merits ; ſhe is the 
+ beſt girl now living? and you truly deſerye 
her; may you be happy, my children, and 
* may the Almighty bleſs you! He put my 
| hand in his, and idee "at us. 
It For this rich, this invaluable gift, replied 
| Mr. Grenville, may heaven protect me as 1 
* Ss cheriſh it! my whole life will be too ſhort to 
11 F $ ſpeak my gratitude, either to to you, my dear ſir, 
wh 4 my adored Adeline.“ bowed on my 


iſ — * hand; the tears ſtarted " his eyes; 1 could 

we not ſpeck; Auguſtus turned to his father---- 
Fr < May I not hope, my Lord, that you will 
| + compleat my happineſs, by giving your aſ- 
we ſenting voice?“ Nou may, my dear boy, 
11 | - "" anfwered the Earl; I joyfully conſent to 
your union with this lovely girl, almoſt as 

4 dear to me as yourſelf; you were formed for 

* each other, and therefore, that you will ex- 
s perience as much happineſs as mortality is 
, e capable 
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'c capable of enjoying, is beyond A doubt; 3 hea- 


ven bleſs vou, my dear; children * He 
'< pauſed, and my father addreſſed us : * That 


© you. both love, 1 have not the leaſt doubt; 


© but as you are very young, I would adviſe 
you not to think of marrying at leaſt this 
«© twelvemonth ; you will be bleſſed with the 
_ © ſociety of each other. and therefore had bet- 
c ter not engage immediately in the cares of a 
© wedded eftate. I ſee, Mr. Grenville, this ad- 


vice does not entirely pleaſe you, but you | 


« muſt ſubmit; my Adeline is yet too young 
© to. become a wife.“ Mr. Grenville would 
© have pexſuaded Sir Edward to change his re- 
« ſolution, but as 1 acquieſced in it, he Was 
bobliged to do ſo likewiſe. 

Thus paſſed four delightful months ; every | 
day gave me freſh reaſon to love my Auguſtus, 
© as I diſcovered more of his virtues; his affec- 
tion for me was unbounded, and no ſituation 
could be happier than ours. The Earl and 
« Counteſs ſhared our felicity, as did each 
© amiable individual of the family. Our 
0 happineſs was augmented by the apparent 
« reformation of Lord William; he never 


= . kept irregular hours, and his character was 


© that of an amiable nobleman... His delighted 
© father and mother expreſſed their pleaſure at 
this fortunate change in thankful. -acknows 
0 < Jedgments to heaven. 5 
B 5 « Mr. 
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« Mr. Grenville would frequently ſay to me, 
Next to thy love, my Adeline, and the af- 
fection and health of my other dear friends, 
the alteration in my brother gives me the 
* moſt heart-felt delight; he will now be an 
© honour to his family inſtead of a diſgrace. 
I glory in his early repentance more than if 


© he never had offended. How will the good 


« Mr. Frankley rejoice'at this happy change 
„J will write to him when the Earl does (to 


inform him of the living he has for him) 


< and expreſs the overflowings of my beart on 


this event.” Thus would this beſt of men 
us ſpeak of Lord William, whom he appeared 

2 to love more than ever. His Lordſhip ſeemed 
4 co return it by his kind and brotherly beha- 


viour. Of me alſo he was very fond; this 
<endeared him more to Mr. Grenville, and he 
@ thought he could never 11 oblige 
An. 

As the ſummer was advancing, we return- 
ed to Belville-Park, all but the Earl and 


4 Counteſs,” with Lord Willam, who went ta 


« their oven feat. Here paſſed two happy yy 


< the laſt J enjoyed at that beloved ſpot. 


My dear Auguſtus did all in his power to 


„make my time agreeable; and, loving as we 5 


« did, it could not be otherwiſe. One day 
by returning from an airing we had been taking 


on horſeback, Mrs. Somnerg came to us in 


. 


* 


— 
* + 


F* 
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the parlour; IL My dear Adeline, faid ſhe, 
. © do not be alarmed, but Sir Edward is very 


ill; he was taken ſome hours ago with a vio- 


leut pain in his bowels: I ſent immediately 
for Dr. Aſgill, who fears he is in danger ! 


© the pain continued very bad till about half 


* an hour ſince, when the fell into a fleep 


© which I hope will prove beneficial: to- him. rl 


\ © 'This aecount caſt-fuch a damp to my heart 


that I Gould not ſpeak. Every one preſent was 
deeply affected. We ſat filent a great while; ; 


Vat length Mrs. Somners taking &s my hand, pro- 


5 cereded; Do not be melaticholy; my dear 


[nk 


„Adeline, I hope it will pleaſe heaven to re- 
4 ſtore your amiable- father to us; but if not, 


reflect, my beloved child, it is the will of. 


the Almighty, and we muſt bear it. She pull- 
died out her handkerchief, and walked to the 
window to hide her eoncern; but ſhe could 


YU 


not avaid ſobbing loud endirgh for us to hear. 
Louifa and I were inffnĩtely diſtreſſed ; Mr. 
„„ Grenville walked up and down the re room with 

a quick, irregular motion; the big tears ſtole 
e dowynchis face N without his know-- 


ledge: 29 745 


Thus were we in a moment agel from 


the beight of human happineſs to the utmoſt 
- © diſtreſs. . Mr. Somners entered the room, Ws 


- ©: countenance was clouded with forrow. TS 


- &-yira, my love, faid he, Sir Edward is al. 
Lund wilhes to ſee his children. He took me 


r e VII I - — -- 


A 


5 


in his arms; Support yourſelf, my ſect : 


I ſhall be better preſently. 
(continued he, my deareſt Adeline, do not 
_ © grieve, I cannot bear your ſorrow,” *I will 


_ © the bed, and looked very pale. 
to ſee you, my children, faid he; have been 
very ill ſince we parted, but I hope it will bz 


girl, as you value the health of your father.” 


"2 I will, my dear ſir, (anſwered I, walking 


* to: the glaſs and drying my eyes) you ſhall 


. * ſee I will.” We then went all together to 


q my father's chamber ; he was fitting up in 
«© I am. glad 


« ſoon over: do not afflict yourſelves, my good 
friends, (ſeeing Mrs. Somners wipe her eyes) 
My Adeline, 


not, my beloved father, (anſwered I, ſtifling 
my rebellious tears) I am quite compoſed.” 
«© You are a good girl, and like your mother 


.* in every thing, replied he. Where is my 


« fon? 


(Auguſtus advanced towards him) 


Write to the Earl and Counteſs, my dear boy, 
4 directly, and tell them I am ill, and with to 
© ſee them; I know they will come immedi- 
= ately.” , Mr. Grenville. bowed, but could not 
I anſwer him. « If 


ou pleaſe, my good friends, 


« you may retire, find myſelf ſleepy :. he em- 


© braced me, and we left the chamber, the Phy- 
* fician with us. What do you think of Sir 
. Edward, Dr. Aſgill! ?”? aſked Mrs. Somners. 
Why I hope, madam, I may be miſtaken, 
» en 50 but 1 fear that unleſs there is a 


5 i FR 


a. I 


"of not be alive to-morrow night.” 
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= change before eight Mods are over, he will 
— 1 re- 
member no more till I recovered ay. ſenſes, 
and found myſelf on my own bed, Auguſtus 
<« kneeling by me, and Mrs. Somners holding 
_ © hartſhorn'to- my noſe; my dear Louifa ſtood | 
« weeping at the bottom of the bed. The Doc- 
« tor's' terrible words ſtill rung in my ears, and 
I was almoſt reduced to the ſame ſituation 
from which I had bat juſt recovered, had not 
ea violent flood of tears relieved the anguiſh I 
experienced. With much i TAC they pre- 
vailed on Auguſtus to leave me; and I en- 
endeavoured to ſleep, but in vain, I begged 
I might be ſuffered to attend my father; but 
© that, Mrs. Somners would not hear of : ſhe 
6. promiſed to be with him herſelf, if I would 
| © keep in bed, as ſhe feared my being about 
Sir Edward would only make him uneaſy, 
as he would think I ſhould fatigue myſelf. She 
went to his room, and brought me word 
© he was much better; however, this would 
not ſatisfy me till I had it confirmed by his 
© own lips. I got up and went to him; he 
ſaid he was much eaſier, and inclined to leep * 
- « This' ſatisfied me; and as I could with dif- 
ficulty ſtand, I returned to my own chamber. 
$ I had ordered my woman to fit up with my 
father; and if ſhe found the leaſt alteration, 
6 — immedlatiy call me. Mr. Gren- 
& * wile 


2 ——— — — 
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ville came every ten minutes to enquire of 
Louiſa's woman how I did; as Mrs. Somners 
© had inſiſted ſhe ſhould. ſet up in our room, 


Es leſt 1 ſhould be worſe. 


In the morning we roſe _ and went to 
Sir Edward's chamber; we found Mrs. Som- 
ners and. Auguſtus, them: they. gently chid 
© us for riſing 10 ſoon. My dear father appeared 
much better; he had a very good night, en- 


« tirely free from pain. This filled us with | 


the moſt pleaſing hopes.; and we went down 
eto breakfaſt in high ſpirits. Before we had 
© finiſhed, the Earl and Counteſs arrived. 
They were delighted with. the account we 
gave of Sir Edward. As ſoon as we had done 
© breakfaſt,, we returned to his room. My 
father thanked. Lord and Lady Bromfield for 
the haſte they had made to ſee him » 
We all flattered ourſelves the 2 of his 
© diſorder was over, and he would peedily, be 
s well. Lord Bromfield had brought a phyſi- 
cian with him that happened to be on a viſit 
at his houſe ; and as ſoon as we left my fa- 
< ther, he aſked his opinion. He begged him 
0 to bear the information he was about to give 
with reſolution... I hope, my Lord, ſaid he, 
I ſhall not ſhock theſe ladies by declaring my 
© real ſentiments; I think the truth ſhould not 
© be concealed, Sir dward is in imminent dan- 
N ; Lear amortification is W 
o 
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nl and if he has any affairs to ſettle, I 8 
adyiſe him to do it directly.“ This ſpeech. 
© threw. us into the- greateſt agony | ! T could 
c hardly ſupport myſelf ! Juſt at this moment, 
« Dr. Afgill arrived. The two phyſical gen- 
tlemen went together to my father, to whom 
in the tendereſt terms they declared his danger. 
He received their account with the utmoſt com- 
; poſure, and thanked them for their ingenuity. 
le begged to ſee. his friends before the ago- 
© nies of death came on, as the taking leave 
d of them was the only worldly concern he had 
« to, tranſact. This account was brought 
us by the phyficians who attended us to his 
chamber. I walked between Mr. Grenville- 
and Louiſa: we entered with. ſilent ſorro-w-! 
« My dear father was ſitting up, apparently 
$ eaſy ; ; we all ranged ourſelves round the bed; 
< and after ſome little efforts to ſtifle his feel- 
£ ings at this melancholy parade, he addreſſed 
< us as follows; The fight of you, my: ami- 
able children, and much eſteemed. friends, at 
_ «. theſe ſolemn and cloſing moments of my life, 
« ſoftens the pain of: diſſolution, and. difarms 
death of half its horrors. I am going to. 
join the mother of my Adeline in a better 
$ world ; I have not a regret at leaving this, 
but being ſeparated from my friends. When 
my beloved wife left this abode of mortality, 
n * comfort was taken from 


© mes. 
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© me. | Impatient under my loſs, I frequentfy 
4 3 the Almighty to take me alſo; but 
it pleaſed his goodneſs to continue me longer 
in this world to ſee my darling brought up, 
* and i in a way to be happy. Let her misfor- 
tunes be what they will, ſhe has ſo good a 
heart, and fo juſt a ſenſe of religion, that ſhe 
will not fink; though ſhe may for a time 
yield to them. Her ſuperiority of foul will 
conquer the weakneſs of her nature, and ſhe 
will ſoar above it. 
el do not expect, my Adeline, you ſhould 
„ behold me dead without emotion; nature, 
my child, will be ſatisfied, How often have 
« you ſeen me ſleeping! reflect it is only the 
« emblem changed into reality; and though 
you now mourn me, a little time will make 
you mourned for! then we ſhall be exquiſite] 
„ happy in a bleſſed Eternity. Let that con · 
£ fideration comfort you, my child, and all mp 
© dear friends. It has pleaſed God to give me 
« many days ; I aman old man, and therefore 
in the ordinary courſe of nature, could not 
« long ſurvive. I have ended my part, and am 
o going to quit the ſtage. I hope I have done 
pretty well ; and, through the mercy of him 
ho died for me, ſhall have laſting peace. 
« My worldly concerns are all ſettled; -T have 
left you a good fortune, Adeline; 'tho* my 
| $eſtate goes: from you, you will have enough 
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to make you happy and contented. I have 
appointed Mr. Somners as your guardian; 3 
at whoſe requeſt I have likewiſe named Mr. 
Evelin, tho? merely as a matter of form. 1 
«© ſhould have. begged the fayour of your, Lord- 
© ſhip's aſſiſtance, (continued my father) had 
not that been giving you an unneceſſary trou- 
ble. My friends will find ſomething in my 
«© will as a ſmall expreſſion of gratitude for the 
many favours they have heaped on me. My 
+ ſervants alſo will find they have been all re- 
-© membered by me: as to you, Auguſtus, I 
leave you a treaſure j in my Adeline that no 
0 wealth can purchaſe; may you be happy to- 
6 gether;* He ccafed ; all ſeemed abforbetl 
in ſorrow, and a profound filence prevailed. 
My ſenſes were ſo ſtupified with grief, that I 
© was unable to {hed a tear, and ſtood like a 
monument of woe. After a little time my 
father again proceeded. 5 01 
Let me intreat you once more, my deareſt 
friends, and beloved children, not to ſuffer 
your concern for my loſs to hurt or impair 
« your on health. Live, and enjoy the many 
© comforts Heaven has allotted you, nor let the 
« death of an inſignificant old man break in 
© upon your happineſs, For you, my daughter, 
you will indeed loſe a father who tenderly lo- 
ved you, but that loſs will be made up to you 
by the Earl and Mr. gomners. You will be 


/ 


* happy 
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© happy ina huſband who will adore you: in juf- 

« tice to theſe bleſſings grieve not immoderately. 
Approach, Auguſtus and Adeline, once more 
© let me join your hands.” Mr. Grenville led 
© me almoſt inſenſible to him: I dropped in- 
© voluntarily on my knees; he took our — 
© and preſſing them between his, God p 
ſerve you, my excellent children, (ſaid be) 
may no unforeſeen accident intervene to pre- 
vent your union.“ He raiſed his eyes intreat- 

© ively to Heaven, and was filent a minute ; 3 
© then looking on us with infinite compoſure, 
© who knelt, ſpeechleſs with grief, at his bed- 
ſide, I affect you too much, my dear 
children; retire.” He — us both 
© without ſhedding a tear. Mr, | Grenville 
© raiſed, and ſeated me: he took the ſame tender 
leave of Louiſa, who like myſelf, was to- 
© tally abſorbed in grief. 

The Earl and Mr. Somners approached to- 
©wards him. Friends of my early days, 
< (ſaid he) adieu] comfort each other; I Wal 
"© ſoon be happy; I need not tell you to take 
© care of my child.” They both withdrew to 
© the window, where ſat the two phyſicians, 
© who were deeply affected at this folemn part- 
© ing. The Counteſs and Mrs. Somners laſtly 
Wh.” he embraced, and bid farewell, which, when 
© he had _— 6 bevy is now ry (faid de) the 
| dit- 
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© bitterneſs of death is paſt: this ſolemn adieu 
* we will take no more, my dear friends. I 
© will ſee you by-and-by,Jif I am well enough, 
but at preſent I am fatigued.” We all left 
the room; I attempted not to ſtay, but ſuffered 
< them. to lead me where they pleaſed. Altho* 
I was incapable of making reſiſtance, or ſhed- 
ding a tear, yet my; ſenſes retained every word 
my dear father uttered ; and at this diſtance 
© of time, my heart is as feelingly alive to his 
<© loſs, nay Mas than at the firſt, hour I knew 
1 
Wos all retired i in ſilence as we came, 30 
© waited with anxious expectation to hear how 
| © he was. To the various enquiries I made, 
the anſwer was, that he continued very 
© drowſy. We hoped from this that he might 
be better, but the phyſicians. damped. them 
again, by ſaying it was a common circum- 
« {tance for a perſon to ſleep when a mortifica- 
tion was coming on. Thus torn by a thou- 
© ſand apprehenſions, we continued a conſide- 
rable time. We were all too much affected 
to comfort each other: Mr. Grenville once 
ox twice attempted to ſay ſomething to give 
me conſolation, but the violence of his own 
emotions ſtopped his voice, and he was 
obliged to be ſilent. 
Thus did we continue for near three hours, | 
6 when my maid burſt into the room in the 
| « greateſt 
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© preateſt-fright. 4 Oh, madam! (ſaid the) 
I fear my dear maſter is dying! the pain is 
returned, and he cannot ſpeak,” Oh, my 
God!] (exclaimed I) give me fortitude to 10 ſup- 
4 port this tryal! I will once more behold my 
dear father while he yet lives.. -I aroſe, the 
-< reſt did the ſame: we went to his chamber; 
LEE but, oh Heavens! to behold a fight hardly 
a ſupportable. On the bed lay my beloved pa- 
| rent, ſpeechleſs and. inſenſible, torn by the 
© moſt, violent agonies! I could not bear this 
ſight, and was og ſenſeleſs. to my cham- 
laber. 1 8 
— 444 When I abivert, Lalked after my father; | 
| the Counteſs, and Mrs. Somners fat by the 
bed, drowned in tears. Louiſa and my Au- 
guſtus were both by me, in the deepeſt afflic- 
tion. How is my father, madam? (ſaid I 
to the Counteſs, who was neareſt me) ſhe 
c turned her face from me, but ſaid not a word: 
I addrefled myſelf to all in the ſame manner, 
but they continued filent, -< Alas, (ſaid I) 
0 claſping my hands together, he is no more !” 
l fell into the moſt violent agony of grief ima- 
„ ginable, which they ſuffered to have way. 
„When it was a little abated, Lady Bromfield 
& took one hand, and Auguſtus the other. 
Compoſe yourſelf, my dear Child, (ſaid 
the Counteſs) and mourn not your amiable 
33 Feed whois now beyond the reach of pain. 
6 * 
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Remember his injunRions,: my. Aieline, and 
obey them: you have payed a tribute to na- 
ture and affection, ſuffer then your reaſon to 
moderate your grief, and learn to ſubmit to 
the will of your maker. We muſt all part at 
© ſome: time, heaven knows how ſoon: it has 
© a © pleaſed its, high wiſdom to call your father 
now, for reaſons to our finite capacities too 
great to be comprehended.. | Think, my « » 
| child, if your dear father can know eat this 
| © moment what is paſſing here, he will ſee his 
„darling diſabeying his laſt injunctions; and 
© by a vain lamentation hurting her o.' n 
health. And what do you'mourn? that he has 
c eſcaped this vale of fleſh; full of years, and 
5 good actions, that through the paſſport of 
pain and death, he. is now fixed in a bleſſed 
immortality? He has ſuſtained his burden 


| © well, and is now eaſed of it: lament then no 
| © longer, my daughter, this happy r, 
; © but rather rejoice that he.is-paſt the trial. For 


} my fake, and the ſakes of your ſtill "arr 

© friends, ſink not beneath this weight of woe, 

. || <© that like the dew upon the lily, bears Gown.” : 
| thy tender frame. 

EHFere ceaſed the Counteſs: ber won ſunk ' 

© deep into my ſoul, and I found myſelf more 

| © reſigned. Mrs, Somners uſed the ſame per- 

# < ſuaſive arguments, as did my Louiſa. Laſtly, 

| " IM . CE ſigbing, addreſſed me thus. 

, "EW « For 
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For my ſake, Adeline, give not way to ſor- 
© row; reflect, on your life hangs my happi- | 
© neſs: was any thing to deprive me of you, 
© my ſenſes would be the facrifice. This dear 
© hand is mine by your ever revered father's 
« gift: recover yourſelf then, my love; nor by 
< unavailing tears and melancholy, droop over 
< the grave of your departed parent. Thou 
cannot call him. thence; raiſe then your eyes 
from the cold ſhades of death, and live re- 
< ſigned to Heaven's decree. He died not by 
any violent or unnatural means, but gently 
« paſſed, after a long continuance here, dk 
© peace, and endleſs bliſs.” He ſtopped: 
The ſtruggle in my breaſt was great; 45. 
© cerely did I pray for ſome compoſure :' I felt 
jt dawn upon my ſoul. Tis paſt; (I cried) 
the conflict is over, and I ſhall be reſigned. 
« Yet ſuffer me, my dear, my tender friends, 
© to mourn as nature prompts. I ſhall again 
© raiſe my dim eyes from his regreted tomb, 
© and live for you reſigned and happy: for you, 
my loved Auguſtus, moſt. Yes, I am thine: | 
this hand my father gave; believe, moſt dear 
© of men, I never will diſobey in the leaſt his 
© laſt beloved commands. They all embraced, 
< and thanked me, ſtifling their? on concern to 
© leſſen mine. nt Ten i cen un 
As I was better, I cath to riſe ; they 


« * — and we went to the drawing-room, ' 


6 1 "4 © whers 
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Where we found the Earl and Mr. Somners. | 


At the ſight of them, my ſorrows ſtreamed 


< afreſh: they too were deeply affected; but 


tried, by every method in their power, to eon- 
« ſole agd comfort me. Thus Is a ace 
« choly week. | 
The day before che remaias of my dear . 
< ther were to be depoſited in the family vault, 
the Counteſs propoſed our going to London. 
« deſired to ſee my father, but they would not 
let me. Mr. Grenville on his knees begged 
me to lay aſide my fad intention: as I found 
it gave him ſo much pain I yielded my deſire, 
and with many tears, left the dear ſpot that 
gave me birth, where I had paſſed my inno- 


«cent and playful childhood; and all the 


happy moments of my life. Once every 
« beauty of creation ſeemed fixed and rooted 
here; but now no dreary waſte was half ſo 
« dreadful. On every countenance I ſaw grief 
« ſat enthroned: nay, even the rough unſoft- 
© ened faces of the hardy villagers were moiſtened 
<with a tear, while to each other penſively 
c they ſaid, << Alas, our mm maſter | is no 
= more | 10 

The Earl and Mr. en ſtaid to alt. 
0 charge the laſt ſad duties to their friend. 


They hore me to the coach, and I had loft 
© ſight of the park before I knew it, When we, 
had been a \ month in E the Earl and 

6 + Mr. 
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c "Mr. -Homadedi returned, and nene with 
* © them: my father's Will. 

© The family eſtate, Which Was very. hoes 
c "went to a diſtant: branch of it, intire ſtrangers 
to me; but Belville-park, and 4 ſmallfeſtate 
c round it, deſcended to me under my mother's 


_ © ſettlement, as this was a putchaſe with part 


doof her fortune; beſides this, which amounted 
to fifteen hundred a year, my dear father had 
F left me eighty thouſand pounds: after ſeveral 
6 er Was the 205 he article. | 


ä 40 And . 1 enjoin my belobd children; 
00 Auguſtus and Adeline, as they reſpe&t my 


memory, not to defer their marriage longer 


ce than ſix months after my death; but When 
ce that time is elapſed they ſhall be united z 


and may the ALMIGHT x bleſs and w__ 


6 un them in all ſituations.“ | ) 


c When Mr. Somners came to this part, 


Mr. Grenville aroſe, and advanced to me. 


ce Does my Adeline conſent to the condition 
of the willy” „With all my. heart, Au- 

« ouſtus.” (replied I) Then riſing, and taking 
it from Mr. Somners, 4 put it to my. lips; 
„ Moft religiouſly, my ever lamented father, 
« will thy Adeline comply with thoſe i june. 
« tions.” Then again kiſſing it, I gave it to 


Nr. Somners. Mr. Grenville folded me in 


hig 
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© his arms, and pulling out his handkerchief, | 


8 withdrew to the window. 
As the reading the will was how over, 7 8 
| © tired with Louifa to my chamber, and after 
« ſpending ſome hours in ſerious reHexions, we 
© returned to the company. 
Soon after this the Earl propoſed that we 
| Thhould all go with him to ſpend a few weeks 
at Grenville-abbey, We conſented: Lord 
William went with us, who had been abſent _ 
„during my leſs; he ſhared in our concern, 
and, like us, Wm in deep mourning. 
When we arrived at Grenville-abbey, my 
0 Auguſtus ſought to amuſe me by every me- 
< thod in his power, and Lord William aſfiſted. 
Various parties of pleaſure were formed, and 
II never refuſed to join in them. By the time 
we had been at the Earl's ſeat two months, I 
© became more chearful; all the family ſtrove 
© by every tenderneſs in their power to baniſh 
* the remembrance of my Joſs, and it had the 
< deſired effect. My amiable Auguſtus grew 
< every day more dear to me; he never left me. 
„In the. mornings we either rode or walked; 
< ſometimes he would read while Louiſa and I 
. worked; at others, entertain us with ac» 
counts of what had happened ar Oxford. In 
« this pleaſing manner we paſſed away two 
months, continually engaged i in diverſions of 6 
© one ſort or other; concerts, balls, and often 
Vo. uh - ©QC * 
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4 maſquerades, as Ld William was pecu- 
© liarly fond of thoſe entertainments, and the 
© Earl and Counteſs were ſo indulgent to their 
children, that they never contradicted their 
| © inclinations. | 

- © My beloved father had been now dead three 
© months, and we were preparing to go to 
London, my Auguſtus talking with the 
greateſt rapture of the time that ſhould make 
+ me his. We often walked alone a diſtance 
© from the Abbey; one morning we had ſtrayed 
« farther than uſual, and not minding where 
« we went, loſt our way. We came to a moſt 
c delightful valley, where nature ſeemed to- 
© ſport at large; a clear winding ftream ran 
© through the midſt as far as the eye could trace, 

© and loſt itſelf in a neighbouring wood ; all 
round the vale were high hills, whoſe tops 
Fo... ſeemed to reach the heavens ; on the green 
« verdure numberleſs ſheep-and oxen were feed- 
ing; the guggling of water, which fell from 
© ſome eminence, though we could not diſcover 
vhere, moſt delightfully filled up the pauſes 
© of hature's choriſters, and altogether this was 
the moſt romantic ſcene I had ever beheld. 
© We looked about ſome time to find a houſe - 
* whoſe inhabitants might inform us to what 
© place we had wandered, but no cottage could 
© we ſee. As it was now mid-day, and the 
| # fun very warm, Mr. W ſeeing me fa- 
N r 
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*igued, propoſed ſting down: we did fo, 
c under the ſhade of a large tree. ** How 


< happy, my Adeline, (ſaid this beſt of men) 


© could I be in this ſequeſtered ſpot, bleſſed - 
< with thy dear ſociety and an eaſy compe- 


© tency ! How far more delightful the beauty 
and innocence. of theſe ſhades, to all the 


< pomp. and; pridę of the great world! here 


© might. we live exempt from every care, ſave 
< what our love ſuggeſted !” ++ True, Au- 
< guſtus, anſwered I; we might be happy in 
this peaceful ſolitude, moſt exquiſitely happy, 
had you been born the ſon of ſome ruſtic 
< ſwain, and I the daughter of ſome neighbour- 
< ing cottager, we might have loved as now, 
© have lived content; but oh ! what thouſand 


c exquiſite delights had we then both been 


0 ſtrangers to, which birth and education now 


< have given us! We might have had a ten- 


c der feeling for another's oe, but we ſhould 


© not have been able to relieve it. Now, bleſt 


cas we are with this world's wealth, we can 
throw around our wide diffuſive charity, can 
© chear.the heart oppreſſed, and from the bed 
© of want raiſe the poor mourner: together we 


© may drive deſpair away, fix in the lowly roof 


; content and eaſe, and at the ſame moment be- 
_ + nefit ourſelves. Think, my Auguſtus, how 


© much we are diſtinguiſhed. by the hand of 
* providence, placed in a ſituation to make. 
K thouſands 
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_ © thouſands' happy. Bleſſed with the means, 
e can with eaſe purſue our inelinations, and 
by our well-placed 1 make rs A little 
world. | 
«My lovely moraliſt, anſwered Auguſtus, 
s weican, we will purſue this noble path that 
leads to happineſs and immortality ; with thee, 
© my Adeline, I will ſeek the houſe of poverty, 
< andſcatter comfort round it. We will chear the 
< aged heart, and make the leaping infant ſmile 
< for joy! Thy gentleneſs, my love, ſhall lead 

© my warm and wayward temper, and be my 
guide and comfort. Tes, I am ſenſible of 
© heaven's peculiar care. Where is a man for 
< happineſs marked out like thy Auguſtus ? 
Who is it can ſay he has a bride like thee ? 
© none, none, my charmer; thy equal lives 
not. Oh! I am bleſſed beyond the lot of 
'< mortals ; my heart's oppreſſed with gratitude 
© to heaven, and my weak nature hardly can 
< ſupport my feelings 1» 6 If ever mortal merit- 
ed felicity, it isyou, Mr. Grenville ; T hope | 


| 25: Pp ſhall be ever grateful to the Fonts hand 


© that dealt out joy ſo largely. I truſt thy 
Adeline will never forfeit by imprudence the 
dove you have for her.“ He was about to an- 
fer When the appearance of - a number 'of 
- © children prevented him. They had got 2 
© Jamb, which they had decorated with bits of 

© ribbons, and ſtuck various flowers in is - 
A 6 l 3 ö | E | 5 * fleece; 
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© fleece: a girl of about ſix years old, led him 


along by a blue fibbon that was faſtened round 


© his neck; The pretty creature friſked about 
© his miſtreſs, who frequently ſtopped to pat his 
head, and give him ſomething ſhe held in her 
© hand to eat. This innocent ſcene delight- 
© ed us, and we ſat ſtill to ſee what they would: 
do. They walked on till they came to a little 
© eminence,,on/which they ſeated the miſtreſs 
© of the lamb who. lay down at her feet, the- 
d others went a diſtance from her, and then 
< one. by one returned, each preſenting her 
* with: a flower which they took from a baſ- 
© ket one of the boys carried. She receiv- 
© ed them alla and made a wreath which 
4 ſhe put on the forehead of her favourite; ſhe 
then aroſe, and lifted him in the place ſhe had 
occupied; and joined her companions, who 
© altogether danced round him. When this 
dance was finiſhed, - they were preparing to 
c retire. I propoſed to Mr. Grenville we ſhould 
follow them; we did ſo, and ſaw them ſtrike | 
into a narrow path that led out of the valley; 5 
© thither we alſo went, and perceived them en- 
< ter a farm houſe that ſtood beneath the ſhelter: 
© of a hill. We followed; and knocked at the 
door; a venerable old man. opened it, who 
8 ſeemed. ſurprized at our appearance. Mr. 
Grenville aſked him how far we wer from 
. Earl of Bromfield's, and Which was the 


C. . c 44 * neareſt; x 
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«© neareſt way to it, as we had loſt outſetves? 
. * Alack, fir, anſwered the old man, you are 
full three miles from Grenville-Abbey; but 
if you pleaſe to walk in and take any refreſh- 
ment, one of my grandſons. ſhall ſhew you 
< the beſt way. We accepted this kind invi- 
tation, and he led us into a nat parlour, 
< where ſat a pretty looking woman. Daugh- 
< ter, ſaid. the old man, here is a. gentleman 
< and lady who have loſt their way, cannot you 
get them ſomething to eat? Vou ſhall have 
what my homely board affords, continued he, 
«ith all my heart; If 5 can make a meal 
« of it, do and welcome. She immediately 
left the room, but ſoon che With our 
proviſions. She ſpread upon a white deal 
table a clean cloth, ; and; iet before us bread: 
« and butter, the beſt I ever taſted 3% diſh ob 
cream ang another of freſh ſtrawberries." AS 
« we were bath, very unte vr we, mags AS good 


eee. 


< our lives. of the pt - ate 3 
ment. While we were eating, we enquired 
about the children we had ſeen: The wo- 
man faid they, were her's, and had. been- out 

© at play the. whole morning: They ſoon re- 
by turned with their lamb. The little girl led 


{bl him to her grandfather. The old man ſeemed 


4 delighted wich her. Auguſtus and I were 
* enchanted with this ſcene of rural happineſs, 
| and 


114145 
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= and took a great deal of notice of the chil- 


0 dren, who were eight in number. Having fi- | 


©niſhed our repaſt, we thanked the old man for 
© his hoſpitality ; and Mr. Grenville left five 
© ouineas with the little girl. We took our 


leave; the eldeſt boy, by his grandfather's | . 
© order, ſhewing us the way. We ſoon knew 


where we were, and diſpatched our. guide 
with a prefent for himſelf and the reſt of his 


| © brothers. All the way we talked of nothing 
but the benevolence and hoſpitality of our 
« kind entertainers. The inhabitants of the 


Abbey expreſſed” their joy at ſeeing us, as 
© they feared ſome accident had happened that 
' © occaſioned our ſtay. We related our little 

«© adventure, with which ey were n en- 
tertained. 

Soon after this event, we all 1 to 


town: Mr. Grenville was continually with 


© us. Here paſſed two months longer in peace- 


ful delight, The whole family now talked 


* of our marriage as an event that vas ſpredily 
*to take place. I had recovered my ſorrow in 
© a great degree, and was looking forwards to a 


30 long ſeaſon of happineſs in being united to 


this amiable youth. As to Auguſtus, no 
words could do juſtice to his tranſports. The 


© near approach of our union made him almoſt 
* frantic with joy. My beloved parent had 


© now been dead more than five months, and 
WE * 4 x +0. 11 000008 
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our marriage was fixed for that day fortnight. 
A few evenings before. the intended celebra- 
« tion, the Earl addreſſed Mr. Somners as 
follows: „ There remains but one article of 
d our friend's will to, be executed, and that 
« will ſhortly be done in the marriage of my 
ſon and Miſs Belville. The fortune Auguſt- 
dus will have, is not extremely large, but. 
enough to make him happy. His grandfather 
left him fifty thouſand pounds, to which I 
will add an eſtate of my own, which I meant. 
to give him whenever he married, or at my 
death. This is worth little better than four 
c thouſand a year, which, with Adeline's for- 
© tune, will make them rich enough,” My 
dear Mr. Grenville thanked his father for- 
© his bounty in terms of the livelieſt gratitude. 
« Say no more, my ſon, interrupted the 
« Earl, I would do more for you if I had it in 
« my power. My eldeſt ſon will have a noble 
« eftate and ſhall not my Auguſtus be pro- 
vided for?” Thus were things determined, 
our clothes bought, and every thing ready. 


- © Louiſa ſhared. our joy, and all our happineſs 


© was exquiſite. Two nights before our mar- 


. 5 riage, Mr. Grenville ſpent the evening in 


© Groſvenor-Squaxe ; the Earl and Counteſs 
© were likewiſe with us. They were all in 
© high ſpirits except myſelf; an unaccountable 
C. dejection * wy mind, which I tried 


1 


rHanE STABILITY: 37 


8 in vain to ſhake off Mr. Grenville N 
© it, and tenderly ſtrove to baniſh my >appre-- 
« benſions. - I concealed my uneaſineſs as well 
« as I could; and we paſſed a happy evening. I. 
© parted. with regret. from Auguſtus, who was 
to dine with: us next day at his father's. 
When I retired, Louiſa took notice of my 
behaviour. What made you ſo low. to- 
night, Adeline ? faid ſhe, did any thing af- 
* fe you with which I am unacquainted ?” 
No, Louiſa: I cannot tell what made me 
* melancholy,, but I have been uncommonly ſo 
this night; I am very well, and have no un- 
«eafineſs whatever.“ She. ſtrove to talk me 
out of my vapours,. but her endeavours were 
not crowned with ſucceſs. The next morn-- 
ing, I had quite recovered my ſpirits. We 
dreſſed early, and went to the Earl's: Mr. 
Grenville was out as well as Lord William. 
The latter came in, and enquired for his 
brother; but finding he was not returned, he | 
«.ſaid he ſuppoſed he had met with ſome friend 
that detained him. This ſatisfied us very well, 
Land we waited till three, "bit he came not. 
The Counteſs was alarmed, as he never ſtayed. 
Tout, eſpecially when he knew. I was to dine 


there. Ten thouſand dreadful ideas crouded: . 


aon my mind, that might account for his 3 

. ſence. I was in the utmoſt diftreſs.. Th 
8 five, but. ſtill he came not: 58 

6 | " Count 
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«© Counteſs and I were little ſnort of madneſs!” 


— 


Dinner was ſerved up, but no dinner could 
we touch. The Earl ſent every where he 
(could think of, but could hear nothing of 
z his fon. About half paſt five we heard a meſt 
violent knocking at the door. Thank 


« God, he is came!“ (exclaimed Lady Brom 
« field) and haſtened to meet him. I would 


have followed her, but my feet refuſed their 
office; I funk down on a ſopha. A loud 


* ſcream from the Counteſs made me ſtart, but 


« Iiwas not capable of ſtanding. The Earl 


< and Mr. Somners ran down ſtairs to fee what 
vas the matter: Mrs. Somners and Louiſa 
* ſtayed with me. What means that ſcream, 
* Louiſa?” demanded I. Alas, Adeline, I 
© know not,” anſwered ſhe.- Before ſhe could 


© ſay more, I ſaw Auguſtus brought up ſtairs 


between two ſervants, pale, — and os 


all appearance dead: 


© Had a dagger been hands haves in my 


s heart, I could not have felt more; I fell 


« back in the arms of Mrs. Somners, unable to 
© ſupport myſelf; every faculty was chilled 
with horror, but I loſt not my ſenſes ; I faw 


. + him fill, - Louiſa came to me; Speak, my 


Adeline, ſaid ſhe: Why do you fix your eyes 


ſo piteouſly upon the door? oh, anſwer me, 


or this ſilence will kill me.“ I knew what 


© the faid, but could not anſwer: I pointed te- 


£ the 
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© the ſtairs, which were ſtained with blood- 
_ © Louiſa wrung her hands in an agony ; Mrs. 
Somners held mine; For | heaven's ſake, 
*+« Miſs Belville, (ſaid ſhe). ſpeak ; ſay but a 
Word, my child and I am eaſy : I know your 
© tryal is almoſt too much for humanity, but 
© ſpeak, = ſweet ſufferer, if it is in your 
power.“ I ftrove ſeveral times; at laſt I 
found my voice Did I not ſee Auguſtus, 
© madam?” ſaid I. Alas, my dear, you 
did! I thought ſo!” I wept not, nor at 

the moment could have wept fer worlds. For 
aa a time I was almoſt mad, and yet I remember 
© every thing that paſſed, and ever ſhall. I 
© walked: to Miſs Somners, who was crying 
* and wringing her hands. Louiſa, come 
© hither,” ſaid IJ. (I led her to the door): 

That blood is Mr. Grenville's; yes, I know 
tas my Auguſtus that was carried bleeding 
up ſtairs.” She flung her arms about me-: 
O Adeline, Adeline! this indifference: kills 
me. What ſhall we do, madam ? (ſaid ſhe 
to her mother) this dear girl will loſe her 

++ ſenſes.” She led me to the ſopha: I ſet with 
my eyes fixed upon the door, Mrs. Somners 

and Louiſa weeping by me. The Earl came 
© into the room; My. God, what will be- 
© come of me | (exclaimed he) I ſhall loſe both 


my wife and ſon!” He ſet down in a chain; 
Feen nn. % Oh, my 
. | r 
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TO Lord, (eried Mrs. Somners)-I fear our Ade 


< line will be mad.; ſhe has not ſhed a tear, and: 
© talks of, Mr. Grenville without any emo- 
| <tion,” I aroſe and went to him, and with. 
my handkerchief wiped his eyes. Why do. 
< you. cry,. my Lord ?' you ſee I do not; let us 
go and ſee Auguſtus,” He claſped me in his 
| © arms: Alas, my wretched girl, ſaid he, 
_ © thy reaſon's touched; where will this com- 
_ .<plicated miſery end!“ 
A ſervant came and told us s Mr. Grenvills 


e ſhewed ſigns. of life, and that the ſurgeon. 


| < was come, who hoped his wound was not 


mortal, though he could not tell for certain. 
«till be had probed it. © I thank thee, O my. 
God, (returned. the Earl, raiſing his eyes), 
for this ſmall gleam of comfort! preſerve to 


«me my ſon, if it ſhould be thy graciaus will. 


and I: am happy l' He followed the ſervant 
<out of the room, as Mr. Somners entered. 
His wife told him how I had behaved: he 
© ſtrove to make me ſhed tears, but without ef- 


„ fect. «Alas, my dear, (faid he, turning to. 
Mrs. Somners) never was there a family of 


_ 4 ſuch. diſtreſs !- Lord William ſtands in ſtu- 
«pid ſorrow by his brother's bedſide; the 
Counteſs is carried ſenſeleſs to her chamber; 


Land my gentle. Adeline is almoſt deprived of 
« her, reafon,! What will become of us! (con- 


 *tinuedhe) ſupport yourſelf, my Elvira; Lady 


« Bromfield and Miſs Belville will need your 


« affiſftance. Oh had Sir Ee ward lived to e 
« this ſight, it would have broke his worthy, 


_ . © heart!” He wiped his eyes, and we were. 


all filent a conſiderable time. 
Lord William came into the room; i« How 


is your bröther, my Lord?“ (ſaid Mr. ee Fi 
« ners) He lives, fir, anſwered he, and. 


that is all: the ſurgeon fears his wound is 
mortal, and no human aid can fave him. 
© Auguſtus begs to ſee his Adeline.” *< Then. 
© heaven, have mercy on us! (eried Mr. Som- 
ners, and taking my hand) come, my dear 


child, we will go and ſee Mr. Grenville.” 
« They all followed us: the fight of him im- 


© mediately baniſhed the ſtupor from my brain, 
© and I-recovered to a full ſenſe of my miſery. 


e lay extended on the bed; his countenance 


© looked the abode of death: on one fide ſat 

« the Earl, on the other the Counteſs, who. 
was juſt recovered: from her fit; their eyes 
| «were fixed. on their dying child with unutte= 
a rable anguiſh, I flew to the bedſide, and 
< throwing myſelf on my knees, took his cold. 
hand, which I bathed with my tears. This 
. «expreſſion of my grief gave infinite eaſe to. 
«my heart, that was before upon the point of: 
breaking. Oh, my Auguſtus, ſaid I, and. 
is it thus we. meet! I could not proceed. 
| o 
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upon me. To; part with thee, my Adeline, h 
my only love, (faid he) is worſe than death. 

Oh, grant me ſtrength, my God, to comfort 
© her before you take me hence, and I now aſk 
© no more: but I fear the inexorable death will 
© ſnatch me from you before I can inform vou 
how this fatal wound was given. Alas, my 
end is nigh; adieu, my Adeline ! farewel, my 
mother!“ He cloſed his eyes, we thought 
for ever. This ſight overcame my exhauſted 


+20 ſpirits, and I fell ſenſeleſs by him. 


When I recovered, I ſaw my dear Auguſ- 
tus tenderly looking on me: he had only 
© fainted from loſs of blood. Another ſurgeon 
now arrived: Mr. Grenville begged me to re- 
« tire while his wound was again examined. 1 
© did fo, with the Counteſs, Mrs. Somners, 
and Louifa. Lady Bromfield took me by the 
© hand; © my deareſt Adeline, (ſaid ſhe) this 
«© ſecond ſhock thy tender nature has received, 
] fear, will be tov much for thee to bear. I 
find this day has given me my death's-wound, 
as welt as my Auguſtus : I never ſhall again 
look up- For thee, my lovely girl, I feel ſe- 
© yerely ; I loſe a juſtly valued ſon; but you 
the beſt of lovers.” She raiſed her ftreaming 
© eyes to Heaven; „Vet hold, my heart, if it 
© be thy wiſe decree, and let . ſtill ſurvive 
to ſupport this poor mourner.” My tears 
< flowed * Mrs. Somners and Louifa 
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e ſtrove to comfort us, but their own ſorrow } 


© almoſt deprived them of articulation. 106% 
Thus did we continue for near an hour, 
when the Earl and Mr. Somners joined us, 
with the two ſurgeons. I ran towards them, 
“ ſay, gentlemen, . will Mr. Grenville live? 


Oh, ſay he will, and I will kneel to you.” 


] claſped my hands together: they were both 
c affected, and pulled out their handkerchiefs. 
The eldeſt of them took my hand, and led me 
« to the ſophaz * be comforted, young lady» 


| © (faid he) and learn to bear your misfortune 
© like a chriſtian. - It pains me to inform you 


« the wound Mr. Grenville has received is be- 
| © yond the art of man to cure. Your trial is 
very great, but conſider, madam, you can- 
not eaſe a pang of his by this exceſs of grief. 


Alas, I know it; (replied I) Oh, would to 


c heaven I could, theſe eyes ſhould never ceaſe 


© to flow, till I had drained the ſluices of my 


tears, and my poor brain was dry. But he 
© muſt die; no tears can fave him from the 
grave; his virtues muſt now lie buried in the 
« ſilent tomb: he will be ſhut for ever from theſe 
eyes. No longer I ſhall hear him ſpeak, onee 
my delight and comfort: when he is gone 
what will become of me ? left in the world 
_ © neglected and forlorn. Oh, fir, you knew 
not half the virtues of my Auguſtus ; indeed 
4 0 did not, You would not wonder at my 

| 1 grief 
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- grief if you had known them: he loved me 


© too, beyond himſelf he loved me ! and ſhall. 
I not lament when he is dying?“ | 

I could not go on, my tears ſtopped my | 
voice. The old gentleman looked on me 
« with great compaſſion: Alas, (ſaid he) 
© this is a piteous fight | ſo fair a bloſſom 


drpoping with her ſorrows, I have lived 


many a day, but never ſaw. ſo heart-rending a. 


i ſcene. The Counteſs aroſe, and folded me 
in her arms. Ceaſe, ceaſe, my Adeline, 


© (faid.ſhe) I cannot. bear your pathetic lan- 


_ © guage; you will. kill me with your ſorrow.” 
The Earl came to her, and · took her hand. 
Compoſe yourſelf, my love; (ſaid he) we 


© muſt ſubmit tò the will of Heaven; ſtay not 
with this affecting girl, but ſpare your huſ- 
© band the ſhock. of ſeeing you. reduced. to a. 


© © ſick-bed.”. They were going from the room, 
but I threw myſelf on my knees before them. 
O ſtay, my Lord, (cried I) I will no more 
Lafflict the Counteſs ; no, Iwill comfort her: 


am I not her daughter ? Forgive my. tears, 


they ſhall no longer flow, indeed they ſhall. 
_ © not.” The Earl raiſed me: My child, 


_ «(ſaid he) you will break my e be mere 


© compoſed, my Adeline, or you will kill us 


Call.“ „Heaven forbid, my Lord, (anſwered 
Us I) yes, I will be compoſed ;' I will learn to 
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but what of that? I wept his loſs, hut 
6 = I had Auguſtus to comfort me; who now | 
' © ſhall comfort me? why, 1 ſhall never be. 
© comforted : I was marked out for woe, and 
« yet I hope I am not impatient. ' Fain would 
« I be refizned, but my ſad heart is torn with 
© anguiſh, „ Lord William entered, and in- 
formed us his brother had greatly recovered 
« his ſtrength, and wiſhed to ſee us. The Earl 
turned to the ſurgeons ; ; What ſhall we do, 


« gentlemen ? may we indulge my ſon?” They . 


« told him we might, for no power on earth 
could ſave him; and that they feared his 
« ſtrength would not laſt long, therefore we 
© had-better take this opportunity. I ſaid I 
0 would follow them directly, and begged them 
to go firſt: they did ſo, all but Louiſa, who 
ſtaid with me. I knelt down, and prayed for 
courage to ſuppart me in this dreadful inter- 
© view. I aroſe more reſigned, and taking Miſs 
Somners by the arm; „ come now, my 
© friend, (ſaid I) we will go. I have prayed, 
N 1 for aſſiſtance from him that can alone 
« afford it in my diſtreſſed condition. I know 
© my God will not deſert me, tho' every earthly. 
© comfort may.“ «©. Preſerve that frame of 


mind, my deareſt Adeline, (anſwered: ſhe) 


and you will riſe ſuperivr to your woe, as 7 

your prophetick father foretold you would.“ 

Ah, ſo he did: Iwill "Os Louiſa, but I 
cam 
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db am very weak.” I wiped my eyes, and walked 


© to the apartment of Auguſtus : he was ſit- 
t ting up in bed fupported by pillows. As ſoon 
© as I appeared he held out his hand. My 
© love, faid he, I have waited for you to begin 
< my melancholy tale; but ab, my Adeline, I 
© cannot bear your tears. My hapleſs warmth 
© of temper has brought miſery on you ; for- 
give me, my injured bride! forgive your pe- 
_ © nitent Auguſtus. Oh that this fatal day 
© could be recalled, I might be happy oa it 
© is paſt, and I am juſtly puniſhed.” 
© He ceaſed, and wiped his eyes: I threw 
© my. .arms about him; Alas, my deareſt 
- © Grenville, ſaid I, talk not thus; I do for- 
give you : nay, had you plunged a dagger in 
© this faithful boſom, I dying ſhould have par- 
* doned you. But, tell me, who has ſtabbed 
© my. happineſs ; what cruel hand has robbed 
© my heart of peace?” «« I thank thee, Ade- 
(line, (anſwered he, returning my embrace) 
© you have forgiven me, and I ſhall die con- 
© tent : draw near, my friends, I cannot ſpeak 
s loud.” We ranged ourſelves about him, and 
after ſtopping a- moment, he proceeded thus: 
« ] left this houſe in the morning with a 
5 firm deſign of returning to dinner. I met 
qa friend whom I had known at Oxford, and 
© walked with him in the park till near three: 
When he left me, found I had half 


aan 
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© an hour to ſpare, and ſtepped into a coffee- 
© houſe to look over the papers. In the next box 
© to me fat ſeveral officers: they were talking 
© loud, but I did not attend to them till 1 
© heard the name of Lord William Grenville 
© more than once repeated. % You won laſt 
© night, George,“ ſaid one of them. Ay, 
© anſwered the other, but it was of that ſcoun- 
« drel, Lord William Grenville, who never 
© pays his debts.” Fired at this, I aroſe and 
c entered the box where they were ſitting 1. 
„ Who is it that dares call Lord William 
© Grenville a ſcoundrel? ſaid IJ. That, fir, 
© dare I, (cried! one of them ſtarting up) and 
c will aur him to be a gameſter and a vil- 
© Jain,” „ Take back the infamous appella- 
tion, anfwered I, and know his brother will 
ode end his honour to the laſt drop of hisblood.” 
e And I maintain mine,” replied the officer. 
We inſtantly quitted the coffee-houſe, and 
© rep: ired to Hyde- park, where, after giving 
him ſeveral wounds, I received his ſword 
* thro* my body, and inſtantly fell. What 
«© became of the raſcal I know not. He 
© had me put into a chair, where, with 
© the vaſt effuſion of blood, I fainted. I die, 
« Lord William, in defence of your honour, 
« which I could” not bear to hear ſo falſly tra- 
© duced : I regret not teaving this world but 
6 Toy my Adeline; 3 "wi her I hoped to fpend a 
| < length 


8. * 
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length of happy years; but it is now over, 


© and I muſt leave her, dear as ſhe is ! Inexo- 
C rable death will not be ſatisfied without its 


prey, and I ſubmit.” Here my. Auguſtus 
< ſtopped; his account chilled every breaſt with 


horror! Lord William threw himſelf, by his 
© bedſide; And do you die for me? (ſaid he) 
Alas l my brother, I have not merited your 


© generous love! Oh, that curſt Cooper, L will 


© follow him to the world's end but I will re- 
« venge your death, It is too true, I loſt a 


_ © conſiderable ſum laſt night, but would have 
© paid him. Forgive me,: my noble brother, : 


© or your innocent blood will riſe againſt me * 
< He clenched his fiſt, and held it to his fore- 


| © head, Riſe, my dear William, ſaid Mr. 
* Grenville, I do forgive you from the bottom 
© of my ſoul; but here I charge you leave all 


© revenge to God. Enough of blood already 
© has been ſhed : live, — N comfort my parents, 


© I ſoon ſhall be no more. He leaned forward 
0 to embrace Lord William, who was in agony 


« of ſorrow, Thou art not acceſſary to my 
c death ; ; I heartily forgive the hand that killed 


me: farewel, my brother; act well, and we 


0 ſhall meet in a better world.? | 
He ſeemed exhauſted, and leaned a on. 


- © his pillows, My eyes . floods of tears, 
. © and every eye in the room payed a large tri- 
0 dute to our general ſorrows. Lord William 


6 aroſe, 
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< aroſe, and flung himſelf at the feet of the 
«< Earl and Counteſs, who fat together in one 
3 corner of the room; © Will you forgive the 
'« murderer of your Awvgulths ? ſaid he. O my 
« dear father, pity my woe ! How ſhall T beg 
your pardon, madam, (to the Counteſs) who 
© have deſtroyed your happineſs ?” 41 do, » 3 
do forgive you,  (eried ſhe, falling on his 
© neck) riſe, riſe, my ſon; let me preſerve one 
< child at leaſt;” The Earl confirmed his par- 
don. He aroſe : But here (ſaid he, turn- 
ing to me) dare I not fue. Who ſhall ſupply 
© her loſs ? the friend, the lover, and the huf- 


band! Oh, Adeline, I dare not hope for- 


giveneſs; you can never look on the deſtroyer 
« of your Auguſtus, with eyes of pity.” 1 
can, my Lord, I do forgive you, and beg 


you will be comforted,” © T never ſhall” 
know comfort, but I hope you may.” I gave 
him my hand; which he preſſed. ta his lips, 


and haſtily left the room. Thank you, 
my Adeline, ſaid Mr. Sie your be- 
haviour to my brother is noble like yourſelf: 

how mall I part with you? The big tears 
rolled down his cheeks, and he was almoſt 
choaked with grief. The Counteſs, over- 
© come by this ſcene, ſunk back in her chair, 
and for à time loſt the remembrance of her 


grief; \ſhe'was carried to her chamber: the 


= Was — better, As ſon. as Mr. Gren- 
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ville had recovered himſelf, he continued 

| * thus; “ To part with thee, my Adeline, i is 
N cc all my ſtruggle; I have no fear of death be- 
| < ſides : tis loſing thee alone that gives him 
terror. I feel a comfort from within that tells 

. ©me I ſhall be happy; but yet to quit this 
S world. juſt on the eye of my marriage with 
© thee, my beſt beloved, is a trial too hard to 
be ſupported. I know thy gentle ſoul is link- 
sed with mine; and we ſhall meet hereafter, 
© never more to part. I have one wiſh, my 
love, that would make my breath glide r 
hence, if you would grant it.“ „Oh, 
name it, anſwered I, and know thy wiſh ſhall 
be my conſtant guide.” Thank you, my 
Adeline, ſaid he, I will tell you. When 1 
am gone, if ever any man ſhould gain your 
© heart, let him be worthy, and he will love 
your matchleſs worth as I have done: this, 
my delicacy wiſhes you would promiſe.” 
Talk no more of that, my beloved Auguſt- 
© us, (anſwered I, kneeling down by his bed- 
© fide) if it ſhould pleaſe the heavenly power 
that calls you hence, to keep me longer in 
© this deſert world, no man ſhall ever have that 
heart which has been yours: with you it 
© ſhall lie buried; nor ſhall any per ſuaſions in- 
duce me to break this ne While I 
have life, it ſhall be ſolely employed for others 

— Bool, and en to meet you in Ax. 
225 | pier 
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© pier world, where we ſhall part no more. 


This thought alone, my Auguſtus, will keep 
my little bark from ſinking beneath this tor- 
5 rent of adverſity; but this will bear me up, ; 


and teach me to exiſt when you are gone.” 


„Thou miracle of goodneſs | anſwered. he, | 
thou haſt removed all that hung heavy on m 


6 parting ſoul. I know you will adhere to. 


© what you ſay, and never be another's.” Ah, 
« witneſs heaven, I will, (anſwered I, wet- 
« ting his dear hand with my tears): no, 
none, Auguſtus, never none but thee will 
© raiſe a ſoft emotion in my heart. Thou wert 


© my firſt, my laſt, and my only love.” He 
© tried to thank me, but his ſpeech forſook 
him, and he fell ſenſeleſs on the pillow. I 


thought him dead, and ſcreamed aloud | The 


«© ſurgeon haſtened to him, and aſſured me he 
« ſtill ſurvived. My fright was ſo great that I 
© was near as inſenſible as he was. He opened 


5 his eyes, and taking. my hand; My Ade- 


„line, ſaid he, death hurries on ! one laſt em- 
© brace, and then adieu for ever!“ I heard no 
more; my ſenſes had bore up a long while, 

but now ſunk oppreſſed ! I was conveyed ta 
my own room, whither my diſtreſſed Louiſa 

attended me, The greateſt part of the night ; 
] continued in fits, but towards the morning, 


came entirely to myſelf. - I would have gone 


*to Auguſtus, but they by force prevented me. | 
; He 
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0 yl was delirious, and knew nobody. They 

© were obliged to tell me this, to keep me in 

© my room. His wound had been dreſſed, but 
| © there were no hopes of his life. 


To deſcribe my woe, is quite impoſſible; 


I ſhould bave ſunk beneath its weight, had 
© not the pleaſing thought of an hereafter 'pre- 


© ſented itſelf to my diſtreſſed mind. Louiſa 


© ſaid all the could to comfort me; but ſhe 


©was herſelf ſo ſhocked at his ſituation; that 
* wheneyer ſhe attempted to, ſooth my ſorrow, 


© ſhe only diſcovered her own. Thus did we 
© paſs that day that was to have united me to 


my Auguſtus; inſtead of bridal joy, ſad tears 


and lamentations! Oh, I can hardly bear 
the dreadful recolle&ion-! Here muſt J pauſe, 
 ©Tcamot go on; my heart now bleeds oP, 


©a00 weeps at every yin | 


\< After a week paſſed in en to 
0 bring my mind to a proper frame for condlũd - 


© ing this melancholy recital, I have ſucceeded, 
and ſet down determined to go through with 


it. If this ſhould ever reach the eye of any 


Lone, think what I ſuffered, Words are too 
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£ faint to tell my fad ſenſations: the feeling 
© heart alone can ſhare them with me. 


© I ſent during the day continually to the 


© apartments of Auguſtus and the Counteſs; 


© he was inſenſible, and ſhe continued ill. In 


the evening Mrs. Somners entered my room; ; 


© her eyes red and ſwelled, a I come, my dear 


© Adeline, (ſaid ſhe) to bring you to a dreadful 
« tryal ; Mr. Grenville has recovered his ſenſes, 
and wiſhes to take leave of us all together : : 
ſupport yourſelf, my child, (continued ſhe) 
© and, remember your grief will encreaſe his 
* dying pangs I promiſed her I would, and 
we went with her: the Counteſs was in his 
© chamber, though very ill. None of the fa- 
© mily but Lord William was abſent; his dit 
© tration was ſo great he could not come. 
© Mr. Grenville was fitting in his bet as the 
© day, before, but greatly altered; he” ſeemed 
© hardly able to draw his bickth, and ſpoke 
with difficulty and halte as if he ah he 
© had not time to ſay what he wiſhed, 

« Once more, my dear friends, (faid he) i it 
© has pleaſed the Great Diſpoſer of events to 
* give me back my reaſon to behold you, and 
« take a final leave. For your goodneſs, my 
© Lord, (faid he to His father) I Hall petitivn 
© the Almighty in my laſt moments to bleſs 

© you; be ſtill a father to my Adeline: Thaye 
© nat time to thank you as Fought for all you 
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0 bond done for me, but think my donor | is truly 
< ſenſible of your paternal love. To you, my 
| mother, I am under various obligations: had 
© it pleaſed heaven to have ſpared my life, 1 
6 would have ſtrove to deſerve your tenderneſs; 
© but it is paſt, and 1 hope you will bury all 
- : « my faults with me in the grave.” He kiſſed 
= her hand and pauſed a moment; then went 
| on again: O, my dear parents, may you live 
13 long and happy in this world together ! 
Mourn not your Auguſtus to prejudice your- 
© ſelves ; this trial paſt, he will for ever reſt.” 
| The Farl and ' Counteſs tenderly embraced 
| him, but could not ſpeak, * Tell my dear 
| - brother, continued he, I wiſh him happy, 
and charge him, if he ever loved me, not to 
© revenge my death. One thing, my deareſt 
father, more, and I have done: let my Ade- 
| AI line have the legacy left me by grandfather.” 
| che ſhall,” my ſon, anſwered the Earl, and 
8 every ng that you deſire ſhall be fulfilled.“ 
| « ] thank you, my Lord, returned he; I have 
| | © but one thing more to aſk, which is, that 1 
i may ſleep by the father of my love, near Bel- 
| 6 ville-park.”” The Earl conſented ; he took a 
#1 © tender leave of Mr. and Mrs, Se who 
"1 « were ſo much affected that they could not ſtay 
4 in the room. | 
His wretched father and mother "Py in mute 
« agony, their eyes intently fixed on their Au- 
6 guits: 
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t guſtus: the Earl held the hand of his Coun- 


© teſs, and endeavoured to comfort her, but his 
© own ſorrow prevented him. Approach, 


© my dear Louiſa, ſaid Mr. Grenville; J have 
© but two trials more ;----Farewel, ' beloved 


© companion of my youth, comfort my Adeline 


for my loſs; 1 ever loved you, and at this 


© moment love you as tenderly as ever; may 

you be happy, my deareſt girl, is the laſt wiſh 
« of thy dying friend! I thank you for the 
many inſtances of affection you have ſhewn 


me: alas, Louiſa, to part with friends ſo 


« dear, is all the pain of dying! le threw 
« his arms about her, and embraced her for a 
minute, She almoſt fainted with her emo- 


tion, and was with difficulty led to a chair. 


I ſat like a ſtatue, motionleſs with woe. Mr. 
6 Grenyille turned to me; he took my hand- 
« Ah, Adeline! this ſhould have been our 
© wedding-day ; but I ſubmit!” He caſt his eyes 
© with energy to heaven; thoſe fine intelligent 
© orbs prayed for reſignation. Ah how changed 
: from. what I once knew them!] dimmed by 
© the approach of death, they faintly caſt a 
«© tender glance on me, and he proceeded :---= 
“This day, my love, will part, inſtead of 
joining you to, your Auguſtus; I die with 
« reſignation ; no pang I dread but being torn 
from thee, my. ſoul's beſt comfort] even at 
0 * awful moment, my heart as fondly doats 


* | © on 


f 
| 


* 
— yy 
— LY _—_ 
- — , - 
24 —— 


erer 


76 FEMALE. STABILITY: 


| © on thee as ever, and, my laſt look will hang 
© on thy loved eyes. You. have kindly pro- 
0 miſed never to give this hand to any man 
© alive: I thank thee, Adeline; that dear aſſu- 
0 rance mitigates the pain of leaving thee ; bear 
up againſt the trials that aſſail vou, and live; 
I know my death will tear thy. tendet heart 
c with anguiſh inſupportable; 1 but ſtill reflect, 
.* my love, that all I ſuffered was in parting 
© from. thee; that trial paſt, I live to endleſs 
joys. T feel, my Adeline, a kind aſſurance 
* dawning on my ſoul, that Tam called to hap- 
© pineſs ; when TI have ſhaken off this load of 
© clay, my better part will moufit above the 
© ftars, and live for ever there. I have ſought 
„ gs for my raſhneſs, and 1 feel it 
granted by the in ward peace T am bleſſed 
with. Let this conſideration comfort you 
and all m my friends, that this is my laſt ftrug- 
* ple; ; this tribute to the loud demands of na- 
* ture, (continued he) is the laſt tears that I 
© ſhall ſhed : I am growing faint. 
© He leaned back on his pillow ; s 1 thought 
« him dying. F rantick with grief, I wrung 
my hands, exclaiming, « O- ſtay, my loved 
* Ayguſtus, take me "with, thee ! my life is 
c linked with thine, and both together muſt 
© have a period“ He faintly raiſed his RES 
« Again I am better, ſaid he; I thank you, O 
* my. n for this Indulgence!” They 
ee a 
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brought him ſometking to take, which ſeeed 
© to revive him, and after ſome time he went on 
thus: „ Here is my picture, Adeline; 1 
© meant to give it 'you- before, but deferred it 
c*till this moment; it has been finiſhed a great 
© while : When you lock at it, remember me 
as one you loved; that is gone a — 4 
© where you will quiedy follow ; and may th 
© heavenly powers An Fireetinefs in this 
© heart-felt tryalꝰ 

4 preſſed his esch heren wage te * ps, 
but had no voice to thank him, fave with my 
© ſobs and broken exclamations. He cl 
eme in kis arms, that had hardly ſtrength re- 
maining to hold me: 1 Have talked much, 
© he eried; life ebbs apace; adieu, my love, 
my Adeline l-—--IHfts voice faltered, his arms 
© Jet go their hold, and he ſunk down in ſilence. 
The Counteſs fereamed, and fainted ; the 
Earl approached the bed, and looked upon 
© him: 4 Alas, my fon!“ faid he, and haftily 
turned from us. I looked on him, bat find- 
ing he did not ſtir, I took his hand; . And 
© art thou gone, Aupuſtus! thy foul enlarged, 
© hath left its earthly manſion : be it ſo! I will 
© not prophane this chamber with my ſorrow, 


but when I am more compoſed, again will 
* ſee thee. I preſſed his hand to my lips, an 


« aroſe: Come, my Louiſa, he can ne longer 
© hear us! She fileatly led me frem the 
Git * D 3 room: 
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room: 1 eaſt my eyes upon him at the door; 
and tore myſelf away, I Would have given 
« worlds to weep, but not a tear could I com- 
mand; every face beſides was waſhed with 
-* ſorrow, but mine refuſed to flow; and had 
e this long continued, I fear my heart would 
© have burſt aſunder. As ſoon as Mr. and Mrs. 
© Somners heard all was over, they hurried to 
me. Louiſa and I were ſetting in the dining- 
room: © Alas, | my Adeline, (ſaid that amia- 
© ble woman) now call forth all your refolu- 
tion; your tryals need it all. What ſhall I 
© ſay to comfort you? had we not better leave 
c this houſe, and return to our, own? Indeed 
0 we had, my child, (ſaid Mr. Somners, taking 
my hand) your heart will be eaſier from this 
* ſcene of your woe: come, let me lead you 
© hence.” No, my dear friends, (anſwered 
I) here will I ſtay: Auguſtus gone, all 
places are alike indifferent,” I. took out his 
* Pure and looked with. the utmoſt delight 
« on it. Thou dear reſemblance of the beſt 
« of men, ( cried I); thou ſhalt be ever my com- 
« panion : he bid me think of him as one that 
vent a journey, where 1 ſhould quicklyfollow. 
« Ves, 1 will. think ſo; I ſhall, indeed, ſoon 
« follow vou, Auguſtus, for ſuremy er will 
« break. I put up the picture, and took out my 
« handkerchief, but 1 could not weep. Mrs. 
6 nn .claſped me in her ams. Oh, talk 
no 
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© not ſo, my Adeline, Ibeſeech you! 1 indeed f 


© cannot bear it; ſee how you pain your poor . 


Louiſa!ꝰ I looked at her, and ſaw her bathed in 


«© tears, walking up and down the room in great 


« diſtreſs ; I went to her. Forgive me, Louiſa, 
I would not pain you, but I am hurt myſelf 


beyond all cure. (I put my hand to my heart) 
Here is the wound, Louiſa, as deep as Gren- 
© yille's. The cruel man ſtabbed. two in wound- 


«© ing him: oh, Iſhall never more be happy: I 
© am, more miſerable than I can tell you, and 
« yet I cannot weep; not give one tear to my 
Auguſtus! and you have ſhed fo many ſure- 
ly this looks upgratefyls my Louiſa: but my. 
heart weeps blood.“ The dear girl fell at my 
a knees : „Oh, Adeline, (faid ſhe). for hea- 
© ven's fake be more compoſed, 154 ſuffer us to 


1411 


« theſe dreadful ſcenes will turn your la . | 


« © No, riſe my. dear Louiſa; 3.1, ſhall, be ſoon, 
* compoſed: I will not pain you more than L 
can help: but, I feel much; and fo L know 


do vou. Every body loved my Auguſtus, he, 


c was ſo good.” | Tuſt at this moment the Earl 
© came in: his grief! was little ſhort of madneſs 3 


« for him my tears firſt-flowed. He flew about, 


J the room like one diſtracted. Iſtrove to com- 


. fort him: he looked amazed : 2 6 And can 
© thou, my ſweet child, ſpeak peace to me, 
6  (faid he) while thy own heart is torn with 

| D 4 © equal 
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« equal, anguiſh ? Oh, Adeline, I bluſh for 


© my impatience. Yes, T will Tearn tobear of 


« thee, thou patient ſufferer: if thou can 
© five reſigned, ſurely1 ought : if thou can no- 


6 bly yield thy mind to Heaven' s decree, who 


art cut off from every joy, in the warm ſpring 


of youth, how ſhould my aged head bend 
« meckly ta the rod! yes, my dear child, 1 


Will ir all the Almighty deigns to ſend, 


6 Perhaps my wife will quickly follow my Au- 
guſtus; if ſo, I will ſubmit :' but yet I know 


not how: 1 am n diſtracted. M. K. haftjly went. 


JV ©” oa Hr Wt, 

The Counteſs continued: ry ill, and death 
0 ſeemed ftill to hover over the houſe, as if not 
« ſatisfied. I found I had exerted myſelf beyond 
my ſtrength, and was obliged to go to bed. 
A fever eame on, and for three weeks I con- 
© tinued arfenſible' to my misfortunes, during 
c wich time, che remains of my amiable Au- 
guſtus were depoſited = the ain church, 
© near Belville-park. 

The Earl and — were in a ſtite of 
* the utmoſt dejection for the Toſs of Mr. Gren- 
E ville, and by the advice of their phyſicians, 
<wete preparing ta leave England with Lord 
„William. They would have taken me with 
«them, but the ſituation I was reduced to 
whald not allow of i it. They both took the 
8 eren Sou of me, and the ee, of Mr. 

12 4 Sen- 
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0 Somners. "his circuniſtance bad like to 
* have brought me to the grave, it affected my 
« ſpirits ſo extremely. Tord William begged: 


© to ſee me, but I was not able to bear the * 
* terview. | 


4 Louiſa and Mrs. Yomners conflantly a at- 
© tended me, and had it not been for their care 
I ſhould have fell a victim to my woe. The 
Earl had payed the legacy Auguſtus had be- 
0 queathed me to Mr. Somners, a little before 
© his departure. When they had been gong 
© two months, and ! was tolerably recoyered,. 
1 begged. my guardiar „and his amiable wife 
to fuffer me tb go t Beleilte-park. They 
0 eben, this a 7.0 while; but I told dem! I 
fhbuld never be well till they indulged me: 
with re Lok they conſented, I had never 
© entered this once beloved houfe ſince the death 
* of my father; and now T had likewiſe loſt 
* Auguſtus. I with a melancholy pleaſure, 
the place that had been the ſcene of my early | 
happineſs. A proſpect once opened on . 
youth, calm and ſerene, and ſeemed to pro: 
© miſe a long continuance of felicity. Bleſſed 
© with a father good as mine; a circle of ſuch: 
«amiable and affectionate 18 and beloyed 

« by this deſt of men, with a ferveney of af: 
. fecxion never equalled, what had I more to 
«with? 1 wiſhed for nothing more : too fondly 


chat to earth by my attachments, T faked 
D 5 for 
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< for peace and j joy; it pleaſed the power who 

gave to take away. I loſt the beſt of fathers, 

© and wept his loſs with tears of real ſorrow : 

but I was ſtill too much attached to life. I 

loved Auguſtus with the greateſt fondneſs; he 

too was ſnatched away, and every hope of 

© happineſs below vaniſhed with him. I rai- 

© ſed my thoughts from earth to heaven, and ſo 

© reſolved to ſpend my life, that I might hope 

© to gain that bleſt abode hereafter. With 

© thoughts like theſe I entered Belville houſe. 1 

felt my ſorrows moſt acutely, but I reſigned 

« myſelf to the will of my Creator as much as I 

© was able. My weak heart would often get 

© the better of my reſolution, and yield too 

© much to nature; but then I prayed for cou- 

© rage, and ſoon recovered myſelf. When our 

arrival was known in the village, the inha- 

© bitants came crowding to ſee their dear young 

lady. I received them all: zvery tongue la- 

© mented my Auguſtus: the old would dwell 

| a upon his early virtues, and the young upon 
=_ © his generoſity and goodneſs, by which many 
= - © had been benefited, and with their commen- 
| dation mix their tears. I heard their various 
f © tales, and filently enjoyed. with all the luxury 
© of grief, my Grenville's praiſes. Louiſa and 
< her parents ſhared with me in every pain, and 
« ſent our humble neighbours from the park, 


. with rin. | hearts at their munificence. 
5 5 k 


_ . 4 
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„This x meeting over, I walked wich my, 
«© Louiſa. through « every room, with melancholy. 
6 pleaſure, I ſtopped with reverence, for a mi- 
© nute, in my father 8. chamber, and then pro- 
© ceeded., My friend indulged. my. inclination, 
in every ſtart of fancy, and by this means I 
c became tranguil ; 35 and althoꝰ not happy, yet. 


©] was reſigned.” Mr. ahd Mrs, Somners, AS, 
well as Louiſa, rejoiced at the change in my 


mind, as well as health. They ſincerely la- 
« mented. the death of Mr, Grenville, | and. 
ther efore did 5 wonder at me. Every morn- 
© ing T conſtantly - found means to viſit, the. 
c vault where Au uſtus Was interred, and pour, 
va tribute of tears to his memory. I always re- 
© turned more tran uit, and reſigned after this 
* melancholy employment: the family were to- 
©tally unacquainted with this circumſtance, 
© as they did not know there was a key to the, 
« vault in the houſe, 1 always ſtole from Lou- 

d iſa on pretence of walking in a retired. part of 
« the park by myſelf: ſhe never attempted to, 


©interrupt me, and I continually enjoyed the, 


© melancholy pleaſure of contemplati the, 


© gloomy manfions of mortality, while we fad, 


Cat Belville-park. | 
When the family of Lord Bromfield 128 
© been gone three months, we received 2 1 


„from Lord William, informing & 


« death of the CORR, and the Git 5 
health 
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; © health his father was in, He wrote in avery 


© penitent ſtile, and intreated my pardon far 


: © the miſery he had occaſioned me. The de- 


© ceaſe of this amiable woman renewed my 

grief. We alt ſincerely lamented her, and 
© payed many tears to her memory. We paſ- 
© {ed fix months at the Park, i in alt which. time 
I never omitted A day viſiting the bh of 
© my Auguſtus. | 

We frequently beard of Lord William. By 
various accounts we received, he bad 7525 | 
« tirely worn off the forrow his brother's death 


hadꝭ occaſioned, and was as gay as ever. This 


© ſhocked me very much; but I had been ſo 
long accuſtomed. to painful events, that I 


© now: hore them, habituaNy. 


Soo after this, Mr. Somners was haſtily 
called to town, whither we attended him, I 
«took a melancholy leave of the ſilent repoſi- 
© tory of Mr. Grenville, That had by uſe grown 
©4 comfort. to me; and we came to London. 
„Mes. Somners and Louiſa kindly allowed me 
©to follow. my inclination, and never preſſed 
1 me to go into public. As I bad loſt my uſual. 
e l in not being able to contemplate: 

* ſilent manſions of the dead, I found a ſa- 
tisfaction in writing, and therefore began 
i account. I was .o. intereſted. in it, I 
< qetermined to tompleat. it; and when, I had; 
= n I read Forms wth the eng gleaſurs.. 


4 
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« From this employment, and relieving per- 
« ſons in. diſtreſs, aroſe my only comfort. At 
« the age of eighteen, which I. had juſt attain- 
« ed when this was finiſhed I had experienced 
« 2 life of ſorrow. At the ſeaſon when others | 
are gay and lively, I was grave and tired of | i 
life. I Kill ſupported myſelf with chearful- 
neſs; and, by that means, made happy my 
friends. By degrees, they; drew me into coni- 
0 pany and amuſements and as I found it gave 
them ſatisfaction, I complied. If ever this 
paper ſhould fall into their hands, which it ne- 
ver will till my death, or to anſwer any hated: 
intreaty to marry, they will find that chear-' 
fulneſs I aſſumed, Was merely to make them 
« eaſy; but that my heart ſtill groaned beneath 
Sits burden, and inwardly lamentel my au. 
< ouſtus, on whoſe-memory it ſtall doats, and | 
* tin be mn def [ 
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ed "277 CORTE | FE 15 10 $134. £8901 tf 
Fo 2436; s 6 1. 
cu Maenway to ah | Riche! Hen. Earl of 

Ns Of er AUE. Nn 
Jen len n 2 
$ 9196 $58 Ast an BEG 1 baute c. 

1 Ria eee e the "hiſtory of 
Miſs Belville's former life. Oh, Arundel, 
what a woman is ſhe l to be capable of bear- 
ing up, as ſhe has done, under ſuch compli- 
cated miſery ! I know not which feeling the 
peruſal of her affecting narrative has excited 
moſt, my ſurprize or admiration. Never, ſure- 
ly, was there in ſo young a mind ſo much real 
piety. Alas, my Lord, this manuſcript has 
baniſhed, all your hopes; you find ſhe never 
will marry ! ſhe promiſed her dying Auguſtus, 
ſhe never would; ſhe will adhere; to that pro- 
miſe, depend on it. Nay, I know your gene- 

rous temper too well to imagine you will, after 
this, petition her to change her reſolution. I 
ſhare in your diſappointment, and am heartily 

_ ſorry for it: but, Arundel, reflect what the 
gentle Adeline has ſuffered, and youf own 
misfortune will appear light. Her greatneſs 
of- ſoul and magnanimity amazes me, and I 
could exhauſt language in her praiſe. How do 
I appear to this exalted woman, on a compa- 
riſon? impatient under the common crofles of 
An Fg life, 
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life, and uneaſy at the ſmalleſt diſappointment, 
whilſt.ſhe has born up againſt the ſevereſt trial 
human nature can ſuſtain! Thank her for me 
in the moſt grateful terms, for the honour ſhe 
did me in ſuffering me to peruſe this affecting 
narrative. As ſoon as I had read it, I went 
with it to, Beach-Grove, in order to give it to 
Charlotte. I had ſeen her before, and the be- 
haved much as uſual: ſhe laughed at my ſeri- 
ous face, as ſhe called it, and inſiſted I had not 
yet got over the fright I had experienced about 
my foreign excurſion. - I, endeavoured to make 
her attend to me with a degree of ſeriouſneſs, 
but I found it impoſſible :- ſhe would not hear 
a word I had to ſay, if L looked theleaſt grave. 
« Well but, my dear Charlotte, ſaid I, ſurely 
your letter was too lively, when you was not 
clear but I ſhould go from you, perhaps, for 
ever,” ©, Ah, replied ſhe, if you are going to 
find fault with my performances, I ſhall not 
ſtay to hear ou; I had enough of that at the 
Abbey.“ would not preſume to ſind fault 
with you in any reſpect, my amiable Charlotte, 
returned I, had not your letter given me infi- 
nite pain; nay, your ſiſter egndemned it.“ 
„What, you ſhewed it her, did you?“ 1 
| did, Miſs Duncannon; ſurely you are not 
offended at that? demanded I. Ves but 
ſurely I am, replied ſhe; the next time I write 
to you, Colonel, you ſhall ſtick my letter 1. 


* 2 
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the door of your tent for the benefit of the 
whole regiment. Such aſſurance, indeed, as 
if I had done myſelf a great faydur in writing 
to you!“ I tried to apologize for what 1 had 
ſaid, but ſhe would not hear e nor ſpeak to 
me while I ſtayed: "is 12fh 
I confeſs to you, Harry, der cb us made 
me vety-uncafy,/und F was happy when I had 
a reaſonable excuſe” to go to the Grove; for 
f * had told me, till I could learn to behave 
better, and treat her with more reſpect, ſhe 
did not wiſh to fee” me. Mits Belville's Hi- 
tory gave me a good opportunity; accordingly 
J went; Mrs. Aimworth was alone in the 
parlour when I entered. I afked "where 
Charlotte was? She told me up fairs, but 
ſhe feared" ſhe would not come down if ſhe 
knew I was there. I begged her to ſend as 
from herfelf; the did fo, and Charlotte came; 
but as: ſoon as ſhe ſaw me, Ab! your ſer- 
vant, Colonel, faid/ſhe; and ran back to her 
dreſſing- room before F eould overtake her. I 
| begged ſhe would open the door, as I had 
ſomerhing to tell her very partieulat. * No, 
no, Medway, anſwered the, you have found 
ſome new fault in my letter, I fuppoſe, and 
therefore you may keep it 60 vourſelf; 1 wilt 
mortify you fuſeiently; you fhafl not fee me 
_thismonth. F intend to viſie your uncle very 
* bal rite to him to have you cn 
4  kined, 
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fined, or I will not come.” I informed her I 
had a packet from Miſs Belville, which I was 
to read to her. She would not believe me a 
great while; at laſt ſhe opened the door, and 
knowing the hand, condeſcended. to, 80 down, 
ſtairs with me. She deſired me to read it, but 
L. beſitated, as Mrs. Aimworth was preſent. 
She engaged to acquit me to Adeline. 1 went. 
through it, and robbed the ladies of their tears 
in great abundance. t to ſay the truth, Arun- 
del, I joined mine in ſeveral parts of it. To- 
wards, the concl 152 on, they were hardly able to 
endure their keel ings. When 1 kad kaiſhed, 
Charlotte aber 00 Thank God! I 1 5 5 
not read that 1 me 78 1 nor hear it read 
again, for \ worlds.“ Then wiping. her. eyes, 
ſhe continued, © Ab, my dear Adeline, what 
haſt thou ſuffered % wal might You, ſay to m 
I. knew not What you H had | uſtained, Indeed 1 
did not! thy try als exceed. my mo rele 
idea,” "Then turni ing to her ſiſter, | «Did you. 
ever in your life 12. oral hear ſo heart- 
breaking a ſtory * _Neyer, anſwered, the 
gentle Mrs, Aimworth; the behaviour of Mig 
Belville is entirely conſiſtent with the precepts. 
of philoſophy and chriſtian reſignation. > 
This circuniftanice taft a damp aver us the 
greateſt part of "the evening; > but latterly 
Charlotte recovered her ſpi pirits.. I am deter- 
mined to live ſingle, Medway, ſaid the, til L 


* 
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meet with juſt ſuch a man as Mr. Grenville; 
I hate your common groveling fouls after that 
noble fellow. I ſwear if I was to meet a man 
of the name of Cooper in the army, I would 
blow his brains out myſelf, hap at a venture, ' 
without knowing whether he was the mur- 
derer of Auguſtus or not, and fo revenge my 
gentle err 50 RR W 
Before we parted, W 'got her to promiſe ſhe 
would pay a viſit to the Caſtle, without inſiſt- 
ing I ſhould be locked up; and, as 2 mark of 
prodigious favour, T am to e my liberty 
that afternoon. 7 4 low and, inſi enificant 
does this chit-chat appear, after the *Hiſtoty 
that bears it company! 1 declare I am aſhamed 
of myſelf for what I have written, but T have 
not time to write a freſh letter; therefore it 
ſhall go. Adieu, Arundel; preſent my moſt | 
reſpectful compliments to Miss. Belville and 
Mrs. Duncannon, Remember me tc Sir Ed- 
ward. a Vouf s, eue. FEORGE | MEDWAY. 
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Ha "ha! 14 1 ſet down to write to you, 
Freemer, but for my life I cannot compoſe my 
thoughts to tell you the adventures of the day; 
but take it as it comes, I care not for tile, or 
method. A party was agreed on 2 few days 

ago 
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ago at Sir Robert Arthur's, to dine at a'plea- 
ſant farm-houſe about ten miles from the park. 
My aunts, my Harriet, Mrs. Abinton and my 

worſhip, were to call at Trout-hall for the reft 
of the company, as it was in our way; but a 
great difficulty aroſe in the morning unfore- 
feen and fudden; this was no other thari one 
of the fix horſes; the pride of Miſs Betty 
Thompſon' s heart, having by ſome accident 
become lame. Now the ancient coach had un- 
dergone a thorough cleaning, in order to con- 
vey the ladies in due dignity to their intended 
deſtination, and had taken up the time and la- 
bour of two men a whole week, that they mi ight 
appear properly, to uſe Miſs Betty's words, 
who was delighted that ſhe ſhould for once 
have things her own way, and cram the whole 
family into her favourite” apartment. As we | | 
ſet at breakfaſt, all in the higheſt good Humour, - | 
lo, who ſhould enter the room but old Joſeph; | 
who reſembled exactly Weſton in the character 
of Teſter in the Suſpicious Huſband, when he 
appears before his enraged maſter, after having 
knocked foftly at the door. With a counte- 
nance as ghaſtly and wan, Joſeph ſhoved his 
| head half into the parlour. What do you 
want? (demanded Miſs Sukey) you may come 
in.” 4 Nay, fiſter, you might as well ſpeak 
ts him at' the door, I think, (anfwered Miſs 


ory but as he is here, for onee he may come 
. inta 


— 


into the 1 1 «c «If you are Be fond of 
ſtanding i in the paſſage, Miſs Betty Thompſon, 
ltreplied the other) you may ſpeak to him your- 
ſelf. Pho (faid the elder lady) why do 
you. contend about ſuch trifles ? What have you 
to.ſay, Joſeph * „ Trifles, ſiſter | (retorted 
Miſs Betty) I do not know what you call tri- 
fles ; if you chuſe to be treated with diſreſpect | 
by your ſervants, I do not; therefore, Joſeph, 
go and deliver your es on the outſide of 
the door.“ He ſhall not, , anſwered. my 
aunt Sukey s ſtay, here, [ tell you, continued 
ſhe to the poor fellow, (who was retiring with 
all the expedition he could make) wby don't 
ou ſpeak, and ſay what you want?“ Miſs 
Betty, madam, don't like I ſhould Tell 
me none of Mifs Betty, but ſpeak directly.“ 
The other. lady was preparing a violent reta · 
Tiation of ſmall-arms for the enemy, but being 
| with a fit of coughing, ſhe was obliged 
to remain ſilent; during which the ſervant 
made known bis buſineſs, which was no other 
than what I have. told you. 

When he had finiſhed this information, the 
fellow hurried from the room as if a cannon- 
. ball was ready to let fly.at him: knowing his 
ladies as he did, he certainly proceeded wiſcly. 
There, Miſs, Betty, r my aunt Sukey 
you muſt be content to go 1 four horſes to 
your equipage a Lam e it, as it will 

110 mortify 


FEMALE STABILITY. gg 
mortify your pride a little.“ Indeed, ma- 
L will: not, for all your vile contrivance, ga 
only with two pair of horſes; I know it: was 
you that contrived this di ſappointment, merely 
to make me uneaſy; but if I cannot have ſix 
I will go with five.” „Truly, Miſs: Betty, 
{replied/the lady ſhe addreſſed) you are miſ- 
taken in this caſe; it was not me who lamed 
the horſe, becauſe that would have been hurt- 
ing myſelf, as the beaſt belongs to all.” «Ne, 
(replied the other but had it been only mine, 
I ſuppoſe you would have drove a nail into its 
heart, inſtead of its foot, and killed it, as you 
did my mackaw: ſuch mean, pitiful revenge!“ 

After much altercation, in which both par- 
ties gave vent to their paſſion, they mutually 
concluded a peace; or at leaſt a truce of hoſti- 
lities on both ſides, for a time, and ſet them- 
ſelves to conſider how they ſhould proceed for 
the general good. I feveral times attempted to 
offer my advice, which was always either diſre- 

garded or abſolutely rejected. At laſt the la- 
dies concluded among themſelves, they would 
go only four in the coach, and by that means 
enable t pair of: horſes to dra them and 
that my Harriet and myſelf ſhould ride on horſe · 
back to Prout-hall, where we might make a 
new regulation, if we found it neceſſary. Ac- 
cordingly, after much grumbling e, 
tty,. 
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Betty, on the diſappointment ſhe had under 
gone, we ſat out in the order T have juſt in- 
formed you. But as the carriage was obliged 
to proceed ſlowly, on account of its immenſe 
weight, I propoſed to my Harriet that we ſhould 
ride firſt, and advertiae the family of Trout- 
hall who were behind. I therefore went up to 
the coach, and informed the ladies contained 
therein, that in pure compaſſion to Miſs Abin- 
ton's complexion, we would proches a mee 
faſter. -_ 
I found Miſs Betty was going to PEE: ſome 
good natured obſeryation, and therefore, pull- 
ing off my hat, I told them we ſhould certainly 
meet before the cloſe of the evening, and gal- 
loped after my Harriet, who looked like a 
Diana: ſhe rides remarkably well, and never 
appears to more advantage than on horſeback. 
Me ſoon arrived at the end of our journey, 
for one half of the day, as I concluded we ſhould 
not ſet off again for ſome hours. We found 
the whole family prepared for their expedition; 
but here a freſh difficulty aroſe. Sir Robert 
Had been ſeized with a touch of the gout in 
the night, and therefore could not think of 
riding on horſeback, Miſs Alice, who was 
prepared for the carriage, did not chuſe to re- 
dreſs to mount her Roſinante; beſides, ſhe ob- 
ſerved the ſun was ſo extremely hot that ſhe 
ſhould bliſter her : in; 3 and ſhe was ſurprized 
Miſs 


| 
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Miſs Abinton could think of expoſing herſelf 
to ſuch a warm day. Truly, madam, (ſaid 
ſhe, turning to Mrs. Sydley) I would willing- 
ly reſign my place to you, but my objection to 
riding is ſo great that I cannot ſurmount it.“ 
As the coach was ſufficiently loaded, ſhe cor 14 
not go there, and neither of her daughters 
could ride. She would have gone with her 
ſpouſe, who declared, on her propoſing it, that 
he had more regard for his horſes than to break 
their backs. 

We were all ſilent for ſome time: at length, 
Mr. Sydley pulling up his boots, which ſet 
like wax, addreſſed his lady Upon my 
word, Mrs. Sydley, if I might preſume to ad- 
viſe you, it would be to ſtay at home; for you. 
ſee you totally incommode the whole company. 

« Indeed, Mr. Sydley, (ſaid ſhe) you are very 
kind; you would never haye me go any where. 
I Jon' t ſee why theſe girls ſhould not turn out, 
and let me have their place by you.“ © If you 
pleaſe, madam, (anſwered Emilia) I will en- 
deavour to ride, tho I am apprehenſive I ſhall 
only retard the company, as I am a great cow- 
ard; therefore I had better ſtay at home and 
you may go with Mr. Sydley.” Pardon me 
there, Emilia, (cried he) I will not ftir a ſtep 
without you; and as to going in the phaeton 
with your mother, upon my ſoul I cannot 
think of it: 10 know I never do. If Mrs. 


wo _  Bydley 
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Syeley has an inclination to be ſo impolite as ta 
ſpoil the entertainment of the day, by inſiſting 
to go, let her mount the phaeton by herſelf, 
and take the reward of her obſtinacy ; ; for my 
bays will. certainly throw her into the firſt 
hedge they come to.“ La, mama, ſaid Miſs 
Stanhope, how can you make ſuch a fuſs'? you 
know your ſcarlet habit is here, and you can 
ride very well. Why won't you take Miſs 
Arthur's horſe, and then all this diſpute is ſet- 
tled? «<< Bleſs me, Nancy, replied the lady, 
T had quite forgot that: I will go directly and 
put on my riding habit.“ She left the room, 
deſiring the horſe might be got ready. Oh, 
the devil take your ſcarlet habit, ſaid Mr. Syd- 
ley to himſelf, I fee the fates have determined 
to plague me with thy company; tis in vain 
to oppoſe them, and I muſt ſubmit,” He 
walked to the  windbw, ſmacking his whip, 
and | finging. 4 


n. yr gave ta me a bee. 


„ede Mrs. Sydley was: returned from the 
13 the toilet, the other ladies arrived. 


After the uſual compliments. were over, Mr. 
Sydley obſerved it grew. very late; and unleſs 
we ſet out, we ſhould not get to our retirement 


till much after the common time of dinner. If 
* | you 


you are of my way. of thinking; Sir James, 


continued he, we will take theſe” fair ones, and 


leave the reſt to follow. e Sutely, Mr. Syd- 
ley, exclaimed Miſs Arthür, you Will wait for 


your lady; T could not ſtir Without her on 
any ascbunt. 4 Ah, there, ly dear Miſs 
Arthur, (replied he, Hugbing g. "and tak- 
ing her hands) we differ, for I outs" willing- 


ly never ſtir with her.“ « For ſhame, you 


ſtrange creature | (returns the lady, tapping 


him with her fan) but you handſome men think 
you have a right to d6'and' ſay any thing.” | 


« But do you acknowledge we have et right?“ 


(anfwered he, kifling her hand, and looking 
in her face with an expreſſion of drollery). 
The lady attempted to bluſh, hung down her 


head, and in a half- angry tone replied, Re- 


ally, Mr. Sydley, theſe liberties are far from 


diſ— agreeable, 1 mean.” I could not orig 
laughing at this affectation of modeſty,” i 

which Mr. Sydley heartily Joined me. In ws 
midſt of this merriment, in ſailed Mrs. Syds 
ley. Our attention was called from Miſs 
Arthur, Who fat Airting. her, fan, to obſerve 
the figure before 1 us: | her Lend Parten back, 
exchaiming; ee 
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* F dorf heaven's, ſake, Mrs. Sydley, do you 
intend to. ſet us alh in a blaze by that profuſion 
of red and gold? „ Really, Sir, (anſwered 
the lady, her natural. ruddy colour heightened 
by e this ; is a very ſingular method of 
addreſſing one: my habit has been approved 
of by people of tip-top faſhion. and taſte, as 
| elegant and quite the thing; but it it had been 
ten tu mes handſ omer, you Would have found 
fault 40 it. „ Quite the thing ! (repeated 
her buſband, ſanding , in the ſame attitude) 
yes it is indeed for upon my ſoul, I never ſaw 
ſuch a ching! in my life: why child, your horſe 

will i imagine he is on fire.” Jo ſay the truth, 
nothing in nature could be more ridiculous 
than this dreſs for 2 woman of her years; it 

was deep ſcarlet, or rather crimſon, laced all 
round the flaps and down, before with broad 
gold lace; beſides which, from all parts were 
large gold frogs that made a mighty glitter; 
her. hat was white, ornamented with a feather 
of the ſame flaming colour as her babit ; and 
I confeſe, every body muſt agree with Mr. 
Sydley, | that ſhe was the moſt extraordi inary fi- 
gure that cquld be ſeen, After much more wit 
from him, and compliments from the ladies, 
we were all ſettled in our ſeveral modes of con- 
veyance ; though it was With. no ſmall diffi- 
culty we ſeated Mrs. Sydley, . As the horſe 
had been uſed to no greater me: than Miſs 


FEMALE/.STABILITY. 95 


Arthur' S he was by no means pleaſed: with his. 
additional burden; he kicked and fore for ſome 
time, but at length we got him into better hu- 
mour, and away we went. We arrived with - 


out any aceident at Roſe- Farm, where we ſpent 


a moſt delightful afternoon; for what with our 
ſeveral delays and ceremonies, it was flll three 
o'clock: before we: got there. After bur rural 
repaſt, which, although extremely gaod, was 

entirely in the country ſtile, we ſet out to 
view the environs of the farm: this ſweet ſpot 
is ſituated the moſt delightfully you can ima- 
gine; it ſtands on an eminence, and is orna- 
mented on one hand, by a: large range of 
woods, and on the other, by a beautiful, open 
country, waving with yellow corn, as moſt of 
the land about it is arable ; the valley beneath, 
which is fertile and agreeable, relieves the eye 
by a more bounded proſpect. Here various 
little cottages appear at diſtances from each 
other, that pleaſingly diverſify the ſcene. The 
ſpire of a neighbouring church that ſtands on 
the margin of a wood, and ſeems to riſe from 
among the trees, makes the Whole compleat, 
and is the moſt beautiful landſcape I ever be · 
held. Miſs Abinton was delighted with it, I 
promiſed to take her ſoine day when ye might 
have a longer time to contemplate this rural 
ſpot. About ſeven o clock we left the farm, 
in order to return home. We had proceeded 


AY h Ex. „ | about 
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about a mile when we came to à brook, which 
the horſe Mrs. Sydley rode imagined would 
be a good place to relieve himſelf of his bur- 
den; he therefore proceeded towards: it with 
the utmoſt expedition; and before we could 
overtake him, gently laid Mrs. Sydley therein, 
and made his eſcape. The lady ſcreamed aloud 
ſhe ſhould: be drowned, though the water was 
not deep enough to do her the leaſt injury. 
Mr. Arthur and 1 inſtantly diſmounted to aſſiſt 
her; Mr. Sydley, after ſome time, when he 
ſawy her out of the water, did the ſame, and 
offered her his hand. I hope, Mrs. Sydley, 
ſaid he, this ducking will for the future pre- 


. went your expoſing yourſelf by pretending to 


ride, and making ſo prepoſterous à figure. 
Thank heavens this Amazonian attire is effec- 
tually ſpoilediʒ and my eyes weill not t be again 
mocked at the appearance of it.“ „ As to 
that, replied the lady, you need not ese ſo 
much at my misfortune, becauſe it has. dirted 
my habit, for I can have it eleaned, and it will 
[Jook as well as new. But where is my hat?“ 
(eontinued ſhe, looking around her with con- 
cern] Vonder, madam, cried Mr. Sydley, 
taking a gentle ſwim down the brook. It will 
be in vain to attempt getting it, for before any 
one can overtake it, the river-god will have 
-received it for one of his nymphs, whoſe fore- 

head it will 22 E „ better than it did 
Jdc | 5 Jour s, 
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your's, or ſhe will have no acquiſition,” In 
yain the ſervants flew to reſcue the fayourit* of 
Mrs: Sydley, who offered any t thing to whocyet 
ſhould be fortunate enough to reſtore it to her. 
True, as Mr. Sydley had propheſied, the cur- 
rent of the brook had carried it to the midſt 
of a rapid river wherein it emptied its own lit 
tle ſtream, and the river was couveying its 
prize with expedition from kuman ſight. Vain 
was the lamentation of the iniftreſs ; the hat 
Was not to be recovered, and ſhe was obliged 
to remount her horſe without it. My Harriet 
took her own hat from her ſhowy forehead and 
offered it to her; but ſhe could not get it on, 
otherwiſe ſhe would have taken it, to put an 
end to the jokes of Mr. Sydley on the loſs of 
her Amazonian creſt; however, as that could 
not be, ſhe was obliged to go without. This 
| circumſtance, Peer with her dripping habit, 
diſcoloured with mud, and ſurcharged with 
water, made her the moſt truly laughable ſight 
that ever ſtruck my eyes. As to Mr. Sydley, 
I thought he would never have recovered 
himſelf; he continued to laugh from the time 
ſhe remounted her horſe till we came to Trout-- 
hall, notwithſtanding the ill humour and an- 
ger of his conſort, who. retired as ſoon as we 
reached Sir Robert's, to change her clothes, . 
as well as to avoid the obſervation of her ſpouſe. 
W 81 ROO leave of * the ;. party, as 


my 
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my aunts would not alight, and proceeded to 
the park, where we left them. I attended my 
beloved and her mother to the Wood. Not- 
withſtanding my averſion to the Thompſon 
coach, I ſeated myſelf therein for the ſake of 
Miſs Abinton, nor once thought it went too 
flow ; but the caſe was altered when J return- 
ed; [ grew out of patience with the vehicle, 
and kept ſwearing at. old Joſeph to go faſter, 
which he aſſured me was impoſſible, as his 
horſes were ſo tired they could hardly ſtand. 
In about an hour we got home, and finding 
my aunts retired for the night, I ſat down to 
{cribble to you. Why don't you write, Free- 
mer? What the devil, have you loſt the uſe off 
your hands ? or cannot you furniſh out matter 
to fill a ſheet of paper? Write then ſuch non- 
ſenſe as I do. You ſee I don't forget you, but 
fulfil my promife, and inform you of all. our 
movements, even the moſt inſignificant. Sure- 
ly, Charles, you have heard from Louiſa; 
prithee write, and tell me how you go on, or 
expect to hear no more from 
Vour' 89 | 
T HOMPS ON» 


P. 8. Ob, al the way, let me know when 
You go to town, and I will meet you. I ſhall 
leave this part of the world in about three weeks. 


* . Miſe 
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ai Duxcanxon to a, neuvzuns, 


G6 N Boone, 


1 8 E T down to \rrite; my Adeline, though 
know not what to ſay. I have heard your af 
fecting hiſtory ;' have paid a Juſt tribute to your 
misfortunes, and the memory of Mr. Gren- 
ville. Oh, my exalted friend! how did you 
obtain that amazing ſerenity and compoſure, 
which renders you the delight and admiration 
of all who know you? A tryal leſs ſevere 
than your's, were enough to make the mind 
weary of life ; how then could you, at an age 
ſo tender, ſupport yourſelf under ſuch compli- 
cated diſtreſs ; yet Mill retain ſo deep a ſenſe of 
your loſs? To conquer ourſelves, my Ade- 
line, how hard the taſk ! to have a beloved ob- 
ject torn from us, juſt at the moment we'fondly 
hoped to be united to it fer a length of years, I 
ever thought was more than human fortitude 
could ſupport. Yet you, my amiable girl, 
have ſuſtained this ſevereſt of loſſes ! have lift- 
ed your eyes from Grenville's grave, and by 
fo doing made numbers happy. I no longer 
wonder at your rejection of my couſin, and Sir 
Edward. How could you look on them, 'who 
had been loved by ſuch a man as him you mourn 
fort Depend on it, you ſhall not hear from me a 

word in their favour. They have many vir- 
Ek 4 
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ues, - 5 before the character of your Au- 
guſtus they appear nothing, or at beſt, as the 
gentle ſtream of a rivulet to the rapid current of 
a river. Compared to him, mankind muſt 
fink; ſuch auniformity of ſentiment and con- 
duct is not to be matched, except by yourſelf : 
you were animated by one ſoul ; the ſame mo- 
tives ; actuated both, and you were only fit for 
each other, I, that was a little while ago ſo 
ſtrong an advocate for your marrying, now am 
ſilent. Harry muſt be unhappy, I cannot plead 
for him : it would be inſulting the memory of 
Mr. Grenville, to wiſh your love beſtowed on 
any man breathing: I ſee tis impoſſible ; nor 
hall vou ever be pained by another intreaty 
from me. How does the conduct of your 
Charlotte appear, on a certain apprehended 
evil, in compariſon to your's, on a much more 
trying oceaſion? Oh, my Adeline ! ſurely you 
muſt have deſpiſed me: but I am a mere no- 
thing to you, indeed. Where is the woman 
that could have acted as you did? no where; 
you are the moſt perfect pattern of patient re- 
ſignation that ever lived: tho' you ſtill labour 
under the heavy preſſure of grief, yet, you ſoar 
ſo far above the weakneſs of nature as to bind 
your ſorrow by reaſon, and religion; and you 
ſtill ſhine forth the entertaining companion, the 
inſtructive friend, and the ſolace of the unhap- 
Dy. What a character is here! yet how liter- 


ME WR ally 
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ally true! Forgive. me, Adeline, for thus 
freely expreſſing my opinion of you to yourſelf: 
the qualifications you are miſtreſs of, demand. 
this tribute of juſt acknowledgment ; nor can 
I ſuppreſs it, tho' it. may pain your delicacy, 

I have had a, better opinion of, Medway 
ſince he, read, the affecting aceuat to me: he 
was deeply touched, with your ealamities, and 
joined the general commendations. If he had 
not, I ſhould have coneluded him ſtone, and 
have had nothing more to do with him; you 

muſt know this circumſtance brought about, a 
reconciliation between us, for he had behaved. 
very ill, and I had quarrel led with him, and 
would not hear what he had to ſay a great while, | 
till he told me he had ſomething from you, 
which he was to read to me. He was obliged 
to make a number of aſſeverations before 1 
would believe him; but at laſt, thinking he 
would hardly tell ſo many lies, I opened the 
door, (for I had bolted myſelf in) and knowing 
your hand, ſuffered him to lead me down ſtairs, 
tho? without ſaying a word to him. Before he 
had got half through, I totally forgot my re- 
ſentment, and found myſelf chatting away to 
him as faſt as ever; and obſerving, my condeſ- 
cenſion made the poor n happy, I thought it 
would be fooliſh to be Mrs. Stiff any longer, 
and fo I took no more notice of his rudeneſs, 
_ by. hints now and. ene When be was 
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gone, my grave ſiſter. took it into her head to 
preach for him. „Upon my word, Char- 
| Jotte, (putting on an air of importance) I do 
not think you behave well to the Colonel: he 
loves you to the greateſt degree, and ꝓou ty- 
rannise over him intolerably. Ah, child! 
take care you are not retorted upon, when you 
are in his power.” What, you really think 
Medway anglers; a5 you, Mrs. Aimworth ? 
- why then, that will be a good reaſon for break- 
ing with him. Tam ſure my mama would not 
wiſh me to marry a man who would beat me af- 
terwards, and as you think that will be the caſe, 
if I am tyed to the Colonel, I ſhall immediately 
break off with him, and ſo-preſerve- my bones.” 
„% Piſh, Charlotte F is there no way for a man 
to retort upon a woman who has treated him ill 
before marriage, but by beating her?“ „No, 
upon my word, Caroline, none that I ſhould 
pay any regard to; I ſhould have no penchant 
for having a black eye, inſtead of theſe fine 
blue ones, given me by the butt- end of a piſ- 
tol, or a blow on iny arm with the Colonel's 
gun: ſtick; but as to any thing elſe, I am his 
match. © My dear girl, anſwered. Mrs. 
Aimworth, (looking with vaſt ſelf- ſatisfaction) 
you have never been married; but for all your 
.rattle, no woman” would be ſooner hurt by; a 
light from her: huſband than you; therefore, 
Wee let me adviſe you to treat the 1 
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lonel with-more reſpect and conſideration, if 
you have an inclination to preſerve his tender- 
neſs; for, reflect, my dear, whenever you are 

united to him, you muſt lay aſide thoſe little 
teizing ways that are borne by the lover, but 

never will by the huſband ;, and I ſuppoſe you 
mean one day to give him your hand?” 

Why, once, ſiſter, I thought of it, but now 

I am entirely off. No, no; now you have 
told me. there are more ways than one to 
plague a woman, and that if he don't beat he 

may perhaps pinch me black-and blue, or God: 
knows, ſtarve me, or ſome ſuch prank, you 
may depend on it I ſhall not enter the holy 
eſtate of matrimony with a man given to ſuch: 
ill habits.“ Upon my honour, Charlotte, 
you- are very provoking : can't you reflect one 
moment? I find all I ſay to you is diſregarded. 
But here comes Mr. Aimworth ; perhaps your 
will obſerve what he ſays.” 

True enough, her. honeſt man appeared at 
the window, which, from his want of his 
eyes miſtaking for the door, he run plump” 
azainſt it, and almoſt threw himſelf backwards. 

Well-a-day! ſaid he,, I vow I. thought it 
was the door.“ 1 burſt out a-laughing, % For 
ſhame, Charlotte] (eried the alarmed: wife) 
bow can you laugh at what might have been 
ſo. dreadful an accident? I hope, niy dear, 
N are not hurt, turning to her aſtoniſhed 
YT ſpouſe.· 
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ſpouſe. Not at all, my Caroline; but 
ſurely T thought I was coming right: 
was not that the door?“ „ Try again, fir, 
(anſwered your Charlotte) and fee if you can- 
not knock your eyes out entirely,” My ma- 
tronly fiſter reproved me; but in ſpite of her 
ſage remarks, I could not help laughing at the 
' oddity of the accident. The good man came 
ſtumbling into the room, and Mrs. Aimworth 
informed him what had been our topic, and 
how little I obſerved what ſhe ſaid, though it 
was a ſubject that, perhaps, the happineſs of 
my future life greatly depended on, and there- 
fore the' wilhe Mr. Aimworth would repre- 
| ſent it to me in a proper light, as I might | pay 
| more attention to him. 

I found by the preparations he was making, 
he intended to enter on a long lecture on pru- 
| dence, and to quote his Caroline as an exam- 
| . ple by way of conſolation ; j and not being in a 
humour to attend to his grave advice, I aroſe 
and went to him : My dear Aimworth, ſaid 
I, ſome other time I will patiently hear what 
you have to ſay, but now I have letters to 
write, and therefore will leaye you and my 
_ prudent ſiſter to contrive a plan for my beha- 
viour to Medway, ' Without ſtaying to hear a 
word he had to ſay, I ran out of the room, and 
' feated myſelf at my bureau, from des, 1 
Write this letter to my Adeline. . 
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I fet out with an intention to inſert nothing 
that was the leaſt fighty, but by the time 1 
proceeded a page and a half, I found my whole 
ſtock of gravity exhauſted, and I could not 
help giving you that ſcrap of a- converſation 


between Caroline and me; who, by the way, 


regards you as ſomething above mortality, tho” 
unknown to you perſonally; ſhe hopes, ere 
the expiration of the approaching winter, to 

| have the happineſs of being introduced to you, 

and as a previous circumſtance fends her com- 
pliments in this, as does her purblind huſband. 
I wiſh that good ſoul does not come to ſome 
accident in the ſtreets of London, and ſo I tell 
Caroline, but ſhe don't mind me: perhaps ſhe 
may wiſh for a fair chance to diſpatch him; 
there is no knowing peoples” fentiments; it is 
by no means unnatural, that a woman who 
has been married five years ſhould with to get 
genteelly rid of her partner; for variety is 
pleaſing, and too much of one thing is good 
for nothing : nay, a hundred proverbs I could 
name that would keep her in countenance. If 
you are not tired of my nonſenſe, Adeline, and 
wiſh me to think fo, write immediately, and 
tell me I am not deſpiſed by you, and I ſhall 
be happy. Be ſo good as to preſent my duty 
to my mother, and love to Ned and Harry: 

tell the former I will write very ſoon, and fend 
| her the account of my firſt viſit to the Caſtle, 
8 where 
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Where I am going, and deſire; her to ſhew you 


212117 


that letter. As 1 have not ſeen Sir William a 
great while, I intend to ſurprize him by the 


ſplendour of my dreſs, and even the old Ba- 
ronet ſhall be forced to declare, the partiality 


of George was not to be wondered at, as ſuch 
beauty was not to be xeſiſted. I am in terrors 


for fear I ſhould fall into the moat; however, 
all the ſervants of Mr. Aimwortli are to be at 
hand for fear of ſuch a misfortune, to drag me 
out; and the Colonel, who knows the entrance 
into the den, will be there to conduct us. — 
Adieu, my dear Adeline; excuſe my flichty 
ane and believe that J am truly your's, 


ie: 581 Cnaxkrorrx e novel 


My compliments attend Sir 1 eg and Mrs. 


Evelin; I ſwear I have a tendre for hin, but 
Fou are before me there too. 


De Right Hon. Earl of AzUNDEL 1 Cum 


M PWA v. 1 


4 1 5 © Welmont-Abbey.. 


1 Coincide l in our opinion, Medivay, with 


regard to Miſs Belville, and ſo does Sir Ed- 


| . no woman but herſelf, would haye acted 
_ by. two men as ſhe did by us. Her charming 


ſloltneſs captivates the underſtanding as much 
as her beauty faleinates the ſenſes, I "PU of 
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with greater ardour chan ever, ſince I have 
been informed of her misfortunes, though L 
know my love is hopeleſs. I fear Wilmot's 


feelings in her favour are enereaſed; he ſays 5 


nothing to me; but whenever the is mention 'd, 
he runs out in encomiums more rapturous than 
ever; and can it be wondered at? ſhe will 
ever be the object of his adoration as well as 
mine. Tis not my paſſion only that keeps 
me her's; my reaſons binds the chain, and 
makes a hape of freedom vain and ridiculous. 
Ah, George, what a deſtiny is mine! but 
daret murmur; when the angel for whom I 
ſigh ſuffers, and has ſuffered. fo much! Her 
gentle nature has bore up againſt the moſt ma- 
lignant ſtrokes of fortune, and ſhall I then 
complain, when not a diſcontented. word eſ- 
capes her lips? She is all heavenly reſignation 
and compoſure. Sir Edward and I went yeſ- 
terday afternoon to the Grove, and aſked for 
Miſs Belville: the ſervant told us ſhe: was in. 
the dining: room with Sir Harry Evelin. Thi- 
ther we went, and opening the door haſtily, 
faw him with Adeline's hand in his, which he 
had juſt preſſed to his lips. This eircumſte ace 
gave a damp to my heart: I cannot bear to ſee 
any man receive the ſmalleſt favour from her. 
caſt my eyes on Sir Edward, and perceived 
his countenance expreſſed the ſame emo- 
tions which. agitated me. As ſoon as ſhe ſaw. 
_ 11830 | ; * us: 
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us, ſhe withdrew her hand and aroſe to meet 
us. Hooked on her as on a being of a ſupe- 
rior nature: her whole noble character was 
preſent in my mind from the late reading her 
affecting ſtruggles, and I could have worſhip- 
ped her. She begged we would be ſeated. We 
placed ourſelves on either ſide: of her. She 
looked more beautiful than I had ever ſeen her. 
My heart was full, and wanted a vent. Her 
fweet: eyes were caſt on both with the mildeft 
expreſſion of pity and ſenſibility. 1 would 
Have given worlds to have told her the feelings 
] that moment experienced; but the preſence 
of Sir Harry prevented me. We continued 
ſilent ſome time; at length Miſs Belville fpoke. 
44 ] have heard from Miſs Duncannon, my 
Lord; the is well, and in high ſpirits, but 
does not talk of leaving Beach- grove. I 
am glad my lively touſin is well, madam, an- 
ſwered | ; the: has not wrote to her mother; I 
ſhall” fejoicetach by telling her ſhe is in health.“ 
« She degged me to inform Mrs. Duncannon 
ſhe means to write to her very foon, which I 
ſhould be obliged to your Lordſhip to make 
known to her,” 1 _ AY with the 
3 pleaſure,” “. 

A ſervant entered and informed beer 
Mrs. Nvelin begged leave to ſpeak to him: he 
left the room. When he was gone I took her 
hand; Irreſiſtible lady, ſaid I, how ſhall I 
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thank you for the valuable confidence you have 
placed in me! in what words, Miſs Belville, 

ſhall [ exprefs my feelings? | Gratitude, love, 

veneration and eſteem, are terms too weak to 
convey to you an idea of the ſenſations you 
have excited. Oh, madam, the ſtruggles of 
your gentle heart have unmanned me. I find 

J can ſupport' my: -own woes, but your's are 

too much for me.“ I ſtopped z the was ſilent: 

anguiſh ſeemed to ſtruggle in her eye, and en- 
deavoured to foree its way by tears; but ſhe 
for bade it, and ſighing, caſt her eyes firſt on 

Sir Edward, (who ſat ſilent, immerſed in pro- 

found contemplation) and then on me; the 

pearly drop that ſhe had forbidden to flow, 
eſcaped: ynperceived its cryſtal priſon, and was 
ſtealing down her cheek; it fell upon her 
hand; ſhe wiped it aff, and ſmiled - You 


ſee, my- Lord, I am very weak ; painful 8. 


membrance ſometimes will intrude, though I 


endeavour to. baniſh it. I am happy if my ſad 


ſtory has afforded: you any fatisfaction; it has 
_ aſſured you my heart can never be your's, 
otherwiſe than by friendſhip; it is dead to 
every other ſenſation; the pains and joys of 
love flew with the life of my Auguſtus. I 
eſteem your Lordſhip, but I cannot love: 

I hope you will be content with my friendſhip 


as well as Sir Edward; it is all : have to give 
you.“ This $5145 | 3 44 ä re. 


She 
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prefling it to his lips, addreſſed her thus: I. 
have been conſidering, my adored girl, in what 
language to convey to, you my admiration of 
your conduct, from infancy to the preſent 
hour; but I find it is not to be done. Could 
vou ſee my. heart, madam, / you would then 
behold every corner of it filled with your 
exquiſite perfections and my unhappy paſ- 
ſion; but as that cannot be, I Veſpair of 
telling you how I adore and revere you.” He 
could not proceed, but aroſe and walked up 
and down the room in viſible emotion. I was 
loſt in admiration while I contemplated her 
lovely countenance; dangerous employment 
Each moment I felt my love encreaſe, and with 
it my deſpair. She was ſilent. After ſome 
time, Sir Edward again approached her:: 
* Miſs Belville, ſaid he, your conſtancy to 
the memory of Mr. Grenville, is an honour to 
your heart as well as your underſtanding; for 
where would you find a man worthy your love 
now he is gone? Les, charming Adeline, 
dear as you are to me, Lam obliged in juſtice 
to acknowledge this, though it daſhes my 
hopes for ever, and makes my future days a 
chaos of miſery.” Again he walked from her 
in the greateſt agitation, but ſoon returned and 
ſeated himſelf by her. “The only way I have 
of thanking you for the communications yan 

have 
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have favoured me with, is to be for ever ſilent 
on the ſubject of my paſſion; yes, angelic Ade- 
line ! this ſhall be the laſt time I will tell you I 
love. He took her hand, and prefling it to 
his lips with impaſſioned fondneſs, continued, 
„Heaven is my witneſs, Miſs: Belville, what 
I have ſuffered, before I could bring my heart 
to bear the thought of reſigning its hopes, even 
when I knew the ſituation of vour's; 1 have at 
laſt ſucceeded, and never will again wound 
your ear with ſolicitations of love. I yield to 
your ſuperior virtues, and by an humble imi- 
tation of your noble magnanimity, will endea- 
your to deſerve your friendſhip; to ſuffer the 
leveteſt pangs the heart of man can be inflicted 
with, I would think nothing, could I reſtore 
your happineſs, could I recal the inanimate 
Grenville from the grave; on the conditions 
of fleeping there myſelf. this moment, I would 
not heſitate : I love you, madam, to that ex- 
quiſite degree, that nr ener 2 would 
obtain your peace.“ 

Here he was overcome th his emotions ; his 
voice faltered, and he was obliged to ftop. I 
never ſaw Sir Edward look to the advantage he 
did at this moment; his whole countenance 
had a ſerious and earneſt appearance, that bore 
ſtrong teſtimony to the truth of what he ſaid; 
an animated glow. adorned his face, and gave 
an additional expreſſion to his eyes, which added 


116 FEMAT/E STABTLITV. 

to the tenderneſs depicted on his countenance, 
made him the moſt engaging figure imaginable ; 
his noble reſignation, ſo explicit and generous, 
amazed. and pleaſed me. Ah, George, how 
did I glory in my friend] The fair Miſs Bel- 
ville was evidently delighted, and waited to 
anſwer a with Megs * _ CR ert. 
moſh. go! 

This ſcene was ot intereſtingly affeQing to 
be interrupted by me; I therefore ſat ſilently 
gazing at them. 1 — told you, madam, 
ſaid Sir Edward, I would die to promote your 
felicity, and I told you truth. Alas! I:can-” 
not purchaſe happinets for you here, and you 
will eminently meet it hereafter. I have like 
wile given up my hopes, and promiſed no more 
to ment ion my love. Permit me to ſay one word 
for the laſt time on that deareſt of ſenſations : 
J have adored you, Adeline, with a fervency 
of affection that cannot be equalled; my whole 
ſoul was centered in you; that love led me to 
violate my friendſhip; and had it not been for 
your prudence, might bave led me further. I 
thank you, Miſs Belville, you preſerved me 


from myſelf in moments that I was almoſt mad. 


Iwill make every return in my power, and 
again repeat, this is the laſt time a word of my 
paſſion ſhall eſcape my lips: though I ſhall 
love you to my dying moment as fondly as 
now, yet ſhall you never more be pained with 

hearing 


bearing it. Generous Sir Edward! an- 
ſwered the lovely girl, I cannot ſufficiently 
thank you for a conduct ſo noble and exalted 3 
yes, my dear friend, for dear you will ever be 
to me, we will together enjoy the pure and un- 
interrupted delights of friendſhip. Vou will, 
in that character, eminently, contribute to my 
felicity, All the happineſs I gan now enjoy 
is from friendſhip, and the delightful proſpect 
of joining my Auguſtus in a better world.“ 
She pauſed, and wiped her eyes; then aſſuming 
a chearful countenance, proceeded: No, 
Sir Edward, were I capable of wiſhing Mr. 
Grenville back on earth, I ſhould not juſtly 
love him. Amid my ſevereſt conflicts for his 
loſs, I never ſuffered myſelf to ſigh for his re- 
turn. It pleaſed his Creator to call him, and 
J ſhould have expreſſed my affection ill by loud 
complainings and frujtleſs wiſhes. to recal him 
again on this ſtage of mortality. He muſt have 
paid the common debt. True, he paid. it 
young, and dreadfully; but in his parting 
pang; his ſorrows fled, and all beyond was 
happineſs and peace] I could not conquer na- 
ture that lamented the lover, friend, and dear 
companion of my infant hours; but thoughil 
grieved ſincerely, I hope I never loſt ſight of 
the hand who had for wiſe purpoſes afflicted 
me. I thank you, Sir Edward, for wiſhing to 
obtain my happineſs at the expence of your 
life, 


—— — —— — — ——— 
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life, if chat could call Auguſtus from. the 
grave; but if it could, I would not conſent 


that you ſhould give it up. I am reſigned to 
the diſpenſations of providence, and would not 


counteract them, if I could. Your promiſe that 
you will no- more” ſolicit me on a ſubject my 


heart revolts againſt, gives me the greateſt 


pleaſure; and; could I have the ſame aſſurance 


from Lord Arundel, my J would be com- 
pleat.“ She turned to me. What do you 
ſay, my Lord? may I not hope to hear you 


ſpeak as Sir Edward, has done?” „ You may, 


my angelic girl, anſwered I; I promiſe you I ne- 


ver will again diſturb your tranquillity by the 
mention of my unfortunate paſſion: my friend 
has ſpoke my ſentiments; what more can [I ſay, 
but that for you I would reſign my life !” 


I bowed on her hand. I thank you, my 
Lord, Lam happy. Generous men! ſaid ſhe, 


would I could have made you both perfectly 
ſo !] but that, my fate denied. I cannot expreſs 
to you, gentlemen, how much my heart is fill- 
ed with ſentiments of regard and gratitude for 


your behaviour; and while I live I ſhall retain 
the deepeſt ſenſe of it. Vou will ever be joy- 
fully received by me as friends, the deareſt of 
friends. Next to the virtues of my Auguſtus, 
J hold yours.“ She gave Aa hand to each, 
which we both kiſſed with the utmoſt reſpect, 
and endeavoured to compoſe ourſelves. When 
Al Ie 
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we became more tratiquil, we begged her 
to inform us whit had "become of the Earl 
and Lord William, and likewiſe the Duke, 
which ſne did in the following words; 
« About three months after I had con- 
cluded my melancholy hiſtory, we received 
the painful intelligence of the Earl's death. I 


wept for this dear man as I did for my father. 


I tenderly loved him, and was a great while 
before I recovered from the additional dejection 
this event occaſioned,” My Louiſa and her 
amiable parents ſhared my gri ief, and ſincerely 
lamented the deceafe of the regretted Earl. The 
poignancy of my affliction was greatly increaſ- 
ed by the continual accounts 1 received of 
Lord William, who went on in every folly 
and extravagance he could engage in, and had 
entirely forgot his amiable brother, and his 


dying injunctions. The Duke and Dücheſs 


ſtill continued in France, where they now are.“ 
Here ſhe was interrupted by the entrance of 
Sir Harry and Mrs. Evelin; and we had no 
longer any opportunity of ſpeaknig particular- 
ly to her. Indeed, what had we to ſay? our 
hopes were all at an end. Ah, Medway, what 


a word to write, I have promiſed no more to 


tell her I love her ! Can I adhere to it? You. 


muſt and will pity my ſituation ; tis indeed a 


moſt trying one. After a great deal of general ; 


converſation, we took our raves, and in ſoli- 


N 7 
+4 


. * 
j 
r 


tary 


ws 
1 
F 
1 
* 
© (kay 
1 
. 
£5 
1 
* 
i 
4 #] 
TH 
4 * 
1 
o 
4 
+46 
T 
Mo. 
F 
1 
q 
U 
1 
., 
1 
Te! 
+. 
a3 
[30 
* 
{ 
* 
1 Al 
? 0 
* p 
* 
1 
it 
't 
S 
0 * 
* 
1 
4% 
| J 
4 
* ny 
4| i 
* 
i 
q | 
1 
. 1 * 
| 
14 
4 
= 
i, 
| 
! 
1 


-s YEMALE STABILITY, 
tary sees to the abbey. Sir Ldward, 
as well as my ſelf, were too much engroſſed by 
our on diſagreeablere flections to talk much: we 
mutually agreed that we would give the manu- 
ſcript to Mrs. Duncannon, as neither could un- 
dertake the taſk of reading it, which we accord - 
ingly did, and immediately retired to our ſepa- 
rate apartments. My thoughts were in too much 
confuſion; to ſuffer me to write-laſt night; but 
as I roſe early this morning, I ſat down to 
give you the foregoing account. Alas, George 
L know not what will become of me; I fear 
my brain will turn, and reaſon will at laſt, de- 
ſert her ſeat: as to Sir Edward, he is more me- 
lancholy than J am, if that is poſſible: yonder 
1 he is walking; I muſt go and join him, and by 
| mutual conſolations, alleviate the ſufferings of 
each other. Adieu; I am happy your lot is 
not ſo — as . we ee de- 


voted | iind 
5 e Anuvpzi. 


— 


P. $. Remember me to ir Wilen, and 
the family; at Beach-Grove. Bad's * 


. BTTVIIIE . a Dvncanxon. 
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bY v habe read the account of my former 
life, Charlotte, and no longer Vonder at my 


rejection of your couſin and Sir Edward ; how 
much 
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much more content that aſſurance makes me, 
tho? an alien from happineſs! The chief com- 
fort of my remaining life will be to meet the 
approbation of my friends. You acknowledge 
the account of my tryals has greatly affected 
you 3: think then, my defr girl, how I muſt. 
have ſuffered in a ſeparation from a man who, 
 tho' there drawn ſo deſerving and amiable, was 
ten thouſand times more ſo in reality: the va- 
rious actions of his life were tos numerous to 
relate in a detail of that Cr the mere heads 
of my misfortunes were only deſcribed, and if 
you and the reſt of my amiable friends were ſo 
much affected by them, how do you imagine 
they muſt have dwelt on my keart ! Thus much, 
my Charlotte, in excuſe for my behaviour to 
Tank Arundel and Sir Edward, whom I truly 
eſteem. Lou aſ me how I attained the com- 
poſure and reſignation I am at preſent poſſeſſed 
of? Iwill tell you. For a long time I yielded 
to my feelings, and ſuffered my heart to be too 
much engroſſed with my ęarthly diſappoint- 
ment. In the firſt violence of my grief, I 
thought it was a direct impoſſibility that I 
ſhould even enjoy a moment; eaſe again; but af- 
ter my reſtoration from the brink of the grave, 
and the interment of Mr. Grenville, I reflected 
on the folly, not to ſay crime, of my exceſſively 
indulging grief. I argued: coolly and reaſon- 
ably, with myſelf, and found chat my misfor- 

Vor, III. F tune, 
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tune, greatas it was, ought to be borne with 
patient reſignation to the will of Heaven, who, 
for ends to me undiſcoverable, had ſuſfered 
this event to, take place. I knew if I acted 
well, I had the aſſurance of my Creator him- 
ſelf for everlaſting happineſs, where I ſhould 
meet my Auguſtus, never more to experience 
the agony of ſeparation. "Theſe reflexions, by 
- degrees, brought me to a more tranquil ſtate 
of mind, and I was determined to ſubmit as 
well as my nature would allow. Many and 
various were the ſtruggles I underwent, before 
I could in the leaſt accomplith this deſired frame 
of mind; nay, to this day, I am not properly 
reſigned. It is my conſtant endeavour to yield 
my heart to the will of him who formed it; and 
I hope the ſincerity of my deſire will be accept- 
ed, and the weakneſs of my nature looked over. 
Tacknowledge I ſtill remember the virtues and 
extraordinary qualifications of Mr, Grenville, 
and ever ſhall, with the utmoſt delight: they 
are my eonifort and recreation to think on; he 
was ſo good, ſo juſt, and ſo amiable, that if 
ever mortal deſerved to be happy, be did; nor 
have'I: the leaſt doubt but he is 2 and per- 
—_— at this very moment, is now looking on 
his Adeline with an eye of heavenly pity. This 
"Veafing thought I cheriſh with the utmoſt 
carefulneſs, and find it ſupports my ſpirits 


even in moments of the greateſt „. 
921: T. " ny 
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My trial has been à ſevere one; it Who. 


all the enjoyments that youth in general de- 


light in; gaiety and diſſipation have no charms 
for me; the admiration” of the world pains me. 
I never wiſhed to excite admiration, ſave in 
one dear object, and he is gone! but I will no 
longer intrude my melancholy upon my Char- 
lotte. Vou are in the high ſeaſon of youth 
and vivacity, and have never had any material 
blow to check it * make the moſt of your mo- 
ment of happineſs, my amiable Miſs Dunoan- 
non, nor do not, by any wilful neglect, ſlight 
what will really conduce to i6 TI was con- 
cerned by your letter to find Colonel Medway 
and you had diſagreed ſo ſoon: I fear the fault 
was chiefly your's. Tis pity you will not ſuf- 
fer your natural ſenſibility to have way, and 
treat the Colonel as he deſerves: he loves you 
- with the fondeſt affection; why will you then, 
by indifference, and a ſtudied inattention, ren- 
der him miſerable, when tis in your power to 
make him exquiſitely happy, and by ſo doing, 
inſure your own? Believe me, Charlotte, the 
time will certainly come when you will blame 
your levity; and Wiſh to recall your behaviour; 
let me perſuade you now to lay it aſide, and 
make the worthy Medway the poſſeſſor of your 
hand, as he is of your heart. This event would 
make your good mother paſs the reſt of her 
. could ſhe ſee her beloved child 
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' married to the Colonel, and as happy as ſhe 
deſerves to be. All your delighted friends 
would rejoice, and partake of your felicity; 
. conſent then, my dear Charlotte, and make us 
all happy. I have no doubt but you,will, and 
I ſhall have the pleaſure of congratulating you 


LEES 


Lind 


very ſoon on your change of name. 4. thank 
you for ſaying: you (will not plead: for the Earl; 


I could never make him the return he deſerves, 
and it pains me to be ſolicited. I have now 
the ſatisfaction of their own: aſſumnce, that 


they, will never again endeaygur to move me in 
favour of either, but bury their Jove in eternal 


filence : this aſſurance has given me more plea- 


ſure than any thing that has happened ſince 


the death of Mr, Grenville. I really love botb 


with the pureſt ſiſterly regard and by this ge- 


nerous reſignation of their hopes, for the ſake 


nation of a beloved object, and have truly felt 


of my peace, they have fixed me fot ever theirs. .- 


I have known the pains attendant on the reſig- 


for them: but as one muſt have been unhappy, 
had my choice elected the other for the maſter 


of my heart, they have now the conſolation 


of their friendſhip, that then the unſucceſsful 


lover would have been bereft of. I have not 


had an opportunity of ſeeing Mrs. Duncan- 


* . 


non myſelf, but. Save your meſſage to Lord 
Arundel, and the is eaſy on your account. 


mn when youtelł me Mrs. 
L Aime 


_— 7 ann 7 1 a. 
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Aimworth is deſirous of ſeeing me, 'and- holds | 
me in ſuct eſtimation. I have the utmoſt ve- 
neration for her virtues, tho* they are only 
known' to me by repreſentation; and ſhall no 
leſs rejoice tobehold her, than ſhe obligingly 
ſays ſhe ſhall me. I beg you to preſent my 
compliments, and tell her ſo. Your ideas 
Charlotte; that I ſhould deſpiſe you for the a- 
miable ſenſibility you diſcovered on a late 
dreaded event, has given me ſome moments of 
uncalineſs. How could you. ſuppoſe your Ade- 
line wauld have been capable of ſuch a thing ? 
I hope her heart is better: ſhe ſhared in your 
diſquietudes, and eſteemed you more than. ever 


| for them. Thoſe tears you ſhed increaſed your 


amiable perfections, as they added to your o- 
ther graces that of ſuſceptibility. No, Char- 
lotte, never imagine you will be in danger of 
meeting my diſapprobation, unleſs it. is When 
you treat à certain favourite of mine with a 
want of tenderneſs, and commita violence on 
your own heart by ſo deing- Falready wiſh 

you back at the abbey, and hope your ſtay at 
Beach- Grove will not be a great while longer. 
We are loſt without you: I fancy we ſhall not 
moet again here, as Mrs. Evelin talks of going 
to. London ſpeedily: ſhe: expects Mr. Evelin 
home very ſdon, and would: be in town to re- 
ceive him 1 regret the idea of leaving the: 
— which is much:better- calculated: for 


E3 my 
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my ſerious turn of thought than the noiſe and 
buſtle of the capital; but we. cannot have 
things as vie wiſh. o Halt i n 
Adieu, my dear Charlotte, I hall rejoice t to 
hear you have eſcaped, the dangers. of the moat, 
and therefare hope: your will not omit ſo mate 
rial an information. 
Sir.Harry:and Mrs. Evelin feturn their belt | 
compliments to you; the former declares be 


thinks you one of the fineſt pls, he ever . | 


Farewel, e een ever, T4 
a e ume Denen. 
8 4 8 n 1 i l 4 E 4 * 4 6 A 
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TI Sinne mids 
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1. Have been . ih myſelf. "aſt near a 

bortnight. Montague, whether L. ſbould ever 

write to you again, and have at laſt determined 

in the affirmatire; though, upon my ſoul, 
* your laſt letter hardly deſerved an anſwer. 
What à pack of damned ridiculous qualms of 
conſcience have you got together from that old 
prig of a parſon ! I thought you a fellow of 

better ſpirits than to be affected by What he 
could ſay to you; and as to the ſighing and 

whining of Emilia, I concluded you was ab- 
OO proof again chat: with . know- - 

1 NES ; ledge 


C 
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ledge of the ſex, to be moved with the tzars 
_ and complainings of adiſappointed girl! Why, 
Montague, had it been a novice, I ſhould not 
have wondered at it; but you to be ſeized with. © 
contrition !"truly I ſhould as ſoon have thought 
of ſeeing St. Paul's travelling towards Fairy- 
Hill, as you turned penitent; ay, and re- 
prover too] You ſeriouſly recommend to me 
tamely to reſign the fineſt woman in the world, 
if I can obtain her, becauſe you dread. to be- 
hold another reduced to the ſame ſituation as; 
Miſs Ayſcough. Now, Tom, if I had nota 


great regard for you, I ſhould not write again 


as long as I lived; but for all your nonſenſe, 1 
cannot t help feribbling to you. However, pri- 
thee, let me have no more of your good coun- 
fel. A diſſertation on the beauty of virtue is 
hardly ſupportable from the fair Adeline, Wao 
is purity herſelf, but from a man as deeply 
ſtained with Violations of virtue as 1 am my- 
felf, it is quite ridiculous. - As to the pathetic 
fpeeches of Emilia on her deviation from the 
narrow road, I well know the can give you 
half an hundred in the ſpace of ten minutes: 
the girl had always a turn for tragedy diſtreſs, 
and ſhe fancies herſelf the moſt i inj jured woman 
in the world; therefore, if you are ſuch a 
milkſop, as to whimper and whine at her mour- 
nings and complaints, the will employ. your 

F e 
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white handkerchief. 1 hope, Montague, your 


next will be wrote more in the ſtile of a man, 
or never expect to be looked on by me. I ac- 


knowledge, to give up your friendſhip and cor- 
reſpondence would occaſion me a great.deal of 
pain; but I will not have anything to do with 
à man who would attempt perſuading me to re- 
ſign my favourite purſuit. I could not exiſt 
deprived of all hopes that Miſs Belville will 
be mine. I love her with the moſt violent 
paſſion ; and if I cannot gain her as I wifh, 

the muſt and ſhall be Lady Evelin. Yes, Mon- 
tague, faith I begin to imagine I might, be 
happy married to Adeline : her beauty 1s her 
leaſt accompliſhment ; the long time I have 
lived with her, has diſcovered ten thouſand 


_ amiable perfections that before I knew not. 


Her eaſineſs of temper is amazing. She has 


two ſervants that have lived with her from in- 
fancy, and they ſay. ſhe was from a child the 
moſt heavenly diſpoſition in the world: had 
- ſhe a little more life, ſhe would be a divinity; 


but a conſtant penſiveneſs accompanies all ſhe 
ſays and does, that though very lovely at times, 
is rather unnatural in a woman ſo young. My 
ſiſter informed me it aroſe. from a tender diſap- 
pointment, but ſhe did not know the particu- 
lars. Not ſatisfied . with this, I enquired. of 
old Wiiliam what had happened to Miſs Bel- 
ville that occaſioned that uncommon melancholy 
for 
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for wich ſhe was raked. He forall: me 
ſhe had loſt a lover,, of whom ſhe was very fond, 


and to whom ſhe was golng to be married juſt | 


as he was'killed/in. à duel. I wanted to find 
out the name, and tried ſeveral ways to. draw. 
it from the old man, but he avoided. it a preat 
while; at laſt, under the feal of fecrefy, he 
told me it was the honourable Mr. Grenville, 
youngeſt ſon to the Earl of Bromfiefd ; that he 
was the beſt man that ever Tived, nahi doated 
on this lady, who loved him n $18 with the 
ſincereſt affection; that for a great while after 
his death, nobody thought ſhe would: live; 
but that after ber recovery from a dangerous 
fever into which the ſhock had thrown her, 


ſhe grew more reſigned- This was all I wiſh- 


ed to know and therefore I enquired no fur- 
ther. I remember the duel being talked of, and 
that he was going to be married to a beautiful 


young lady with a large fortune; but had no- 
idea this was the fair one, never having heard. | 


her name that J remember. My ſiſter never 
told me the name of the lover for whom Miſs 


Belville mourned, and I had no idea it could 
be Grenville, who was ſaid to be the moſt ami-- 


able and accompliſhed youth. of the in pang 
generally lamented. oo 7 Us 


Iam ſorry to find her affeQionis ſo firmly 
—— on him who. was 'ſo- very meritori> 
it may occaſion me more trouble than 


E's.  Iwiſh | 
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1 with, to gain them; but it muſt be done, 1 
cannot live without ber. IL am eafier ſince L 


bave found. out I have no living rival to fear. 1 


once was in. great dread of Sir Edward Wil- 


mot, but that is now entirely over; ſhe has 
remained deaf to every intreaty of love, but 
J flatter myſelf ſhe will not always remain fo; 
ſhe bonours me with a great ſhare of her con- 
| fidence, arch receives all mx — to oblige 


bi Savior 1 hos her 8 walks the immediately | 
complies, and. liſtens to my. profeſſions of eſ- 

t:em (for I go not a bit farther) with the moſt 
encouraging politeneſs. I. think, from the 
preſent appearance of things, I have no reaſon 
to dæſpair; and wheneyer I find a proper, op- 
portunity, I ſhall make an open declaration, 
and if nothing elſe will do, marry her. I hope 

this determination will ſilence your ſoruples, 
and I ſhall have no more of your alterations in 
opinions, for, upon my ſoul, Montague, they 
ſet devihſh aukward on you. If you. aſſure 
me you will ſay na more about giving up Miſs 
Belville, I will entirely forget what's paſt, 
and regard you a3, I ever did. I ſhould be 
ſorry, confounded ſorry, to be obliged to break 
off with you, on more accounts: than one; 
therefore, Montague, let m have no more of 
your , penitence, , if you wiſh we ſhould con- 
Ainue.. frienc's: 1 ſhall. Wait * impatience 
„ "I | till 
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Al have your determination whether we'ſhall 

or not, for on you it depends. I will be en- 
tirely reconciled, on condition you ſay no- 
more on a circumſtance, that I would firſt reſign 
my life before I would give up. As to the ill- 
neſs of Miſs Ayſcough, I am by no means to 

blame for it; ſhe has fretted' herſelf into this 

dreadful way; but nothing has ſhe wanted 
every advice, every aſſiſtance that could be 
procured, has been her's, and if ſhe is not ſa- 

tisfied, the ſhall have the whole college of phy- 

ficians' to attend her. It is not in my power 

to bring back her father and mother from the 
grave, where I believe they are both laid ſafe, 
and therefore her complaints are unavailing on. 
that head; but if ſhe can think of any thing 
within my intereſt or fortune to obtain, ſhe ſhall 


certainly have it. As to her children, they 5 


ever have, and ſhall eontinue to find a father 
in me, fo for them ſhe need have no fears; and. 
if ſhe will endeavour to live, ſhe ſhalt want for 
no comfort I can purchaſe her: if this will. 
not ſatisfy her, I know not what will: I have 
no more in my power. I have much to relate, 
but ſhall not honour you with any communica- 


tions till I know on what terms we are to be for. » 


the nao] 
| | Hexzy: EVELIN.- 


Miſs 
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E Imond. 


Vo UR laſt "ES, my amiable, Adeline, 
gave many painful ſenſations to your Harriet. 
| Your melancholy hiſtory, J dare ſay, was af- 
fecting beyond idea, deſeribed by you and at a 
time when every painful event was freſh in 
your memory. I that know the unhappy cir- 
cumſtances, and was an intimate of your be- 
loved Auguſtus, ſhould not be able to ſupport 
your deſcription of his death: I do not aſk 
you for it; it would he too much for me: 1 
knew and loved his virtues, and ſincerely la- 
mented him. Oh, my friend, what a mind 
is your s, to be capable of writing a detail like 
this, in which you was ſo hearly, ſo tenderly 
concerned! My wonder is raiſed at this freſh 
inſtance of your magnauimity, and I admire 
you more than ever. You tell-me Louiſa is a 
ſtranger to this circumſtance, and ever will be 
ſo *till death ſhall have dropped his fatal dart 
in your boſom :. ah, my Adeline, long may 
that dreaded dart be turned from you, for the 
ſake of your friends, and the numbers who 
have no conſolation but your amiable benevo- 
| lence! I hope heaven will ſpare you long for 
an example to many, and for the comfort and 
delight of thoſe you honour with your eſteem. 
As it makes you eaſier, I congratulate you on 

| the 
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the aſſurance of the Earl and Sir Edward, that 

they will never more ſolicit your hand; but yet 

I wiſh. it could have been otherwiſe, altho' 
am convinced it could not: the love you had 
for Mr. Grenville can never be transferred to 
another. I have ſometimes expreſſed a wiſh it 
might. Pardon me, my Adeline; I meant 
not to pain you; but I only lamented ſo amiable 
a woman, ſhould be loſt to ſociety, by living 
for eyer ſingle; z but I will no more give you a 
moment's pain, by hinting the leaſt deſire of 
that ſort. Your peace, my beloved Miſs Bel- | 
ville, is dear to me as my on, nor wouldI in 
the malen degree break in upon it. L 


Of ev ry care I'd eaſe thy ſorrowing heart, 
And, like a friend, ſuſtain th' heavier part; 
To give thee peace, each moment I'd employ, 
And make thy breaſt the reſidence of joy. 


You _ believe me, Adeline, indeed 1 
would: there is nothing I would not undergo 
to promote your felicity, were it in my power; 
I know you. are convinced of this truth, and 
therefore I will ſay no more of it. 
I will inform you, as you deſire, of what has 
befallen me ſince I wrote laſt: I have an ad- 
venture to relate that I hope will amuſe you. 
L had ſpent a day with my mother, Sir James 
Thompſon, his _ aunts, * the family of 
| 85 | | Trout- 


L 
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Trout hall, at a moſt delightful ſpot they call 
Roſe- farm; but as we had many things to de- 
tain us, we did. not get there till very late, 
and had not time to look over half the beauties 
of the place. Sir James ſeeing I was greatly 
pleaſed with this ſpot, promiſed he would 
take me ſome day when we might have more 
time to paſs there; accordingly yeſterday morn- 
ing, being a very fine one, he came early to 
the wood, and propoſed going to Roſe- farm. 
I had a little head-ach; but however, as: I 
knew his ſtay was but mort at Aſhley- park, 
and the weather uncertain, I determined to go. 
My mother declined it, and we went alone in 
Sir James's chariot. We called on Emilia in 
our way, but they were all from home. We 
proceeded towards the farm, and after having | 
ordered what we would have for dinner, ſet out 
on foot to prole about the country, which was 
the moſt delightful I ever beheld. Sir James 
was in high ſpirits, and I was very happy. 
He ſought to entertain me by every method in 
his power, and you may imagine he fucceeded. 
We loved ſincerely, and every charm of nature 
that ſtruck our eyes wore a more pleaſing aſpect 
on that account. The fun grew exceedingly 
warm. Sir James ſaid we had better ſet down. 
4 little under the ſhade of ſome tree till we 
had recovered our fatigue. '' We did fo, beneath 
the boughs of a large aſh that ſtood on the mar- 


gin 
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in of a thick wood; which to us appeared im- 


the farm. On a rifing ground behind us 
was an extenſtvye wood, and in front a range of 
bigh hills, whoſe tops ſeemed to have reached 
the clouds; their towering heads were crowned 
with..a- thouſand : ſhades of! variegated green; 
the proſpect was ſo unbounded, that the hu- 
man eye was obliged: to withdraw, and could 
not take in the extent: at the bottom of theſe 
hills was a beautiful valley ; through the midſt 
ran a clear rapid river, whoſe pleaſing mean 
derings charmed and delighted the obſerver ; 
on the margin of the water ſtood numberleſs 
trees; whoſe vivid cloathing vied with each 
other in freſhnefs,;. the cool breezes that re- 
freſhed the ſpringing flowers encouraged them 
to bloom, and they here diſplayed their va- 
rious beauties in profuſion; a large flock of 
ſheep cropped the green verdure of the valley, 
and at the diſtance we were from them, ap- 
peared of a more ſnowy whiteneſs, and gave 
a grace to the whole inexpreſſibly pleaſing, 
Me ſat for ſome time admiring the uncom- 
mon beauties that ſurrounded us, *till our 
converſation was agreeably interrupted by the 
tuneful warblings of -a Robin that had placed 
himfelf upon a ſpray near, us, and was pouring 
from his little throat the moſt delightful har- 
mony. * much are we obliged te that 
1 N 2 224 melo- 


penetrable:' we were about two miles from 
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melodious bird, (ſaid Sir James) far ſo kindly 
entertaining us! Even the feathered choir, 
my Harriet, rejozee when yon are night them, 
and hail you as the faireſt workmanſhip of na- 
ture. How diſtinguiſhed am I, my beſt be- 
loved, (continued he) to have obtained the 
heart of ſo much innocence and beauty!“ 
<<, That heart is all your own, anſwered I; if 
the knowledge will make you happy, I joyfully 
inform you of it; I am above diſguiſe, Sir 
James; your merit made the firſt impreflion on 
my mind, and that impreſſion will remain in- 
delible as long as I have life; all my appre- 
henſians ariſe from a fear of aoudpferning) the 
exceſſive tenderneſs you entertain forme.” My 
incomparable Harriet l replied he, let not a 
ſingle doubt dwell on your gentle mind; you 
would deſerve the admiration of an Emperor. 
Could I lay a crown at your feet, I ſhould. 
think your love more * ern "Rome 
— baubles? 7 95% 
Thus did this” moſt er men talk to. 
his liſtening Harriet, while the ſweet little 
Robin kept ſinging by us. At laſt quitting 


his ſeat, he flew down to where we were, and. 


hopped near us,; picking up ſome bits of cake 
that lay ſcattered about; for Sir James, al- 

ways careful of me, had brought variety of 
coke 4 in his pocket. I | was delighted with the 
tameneſs of the bird, and taking à large piece, 
3 _ threw: 
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threw it to him: he turned it ſeveral times to 
find the eaſieſt method of conveyance, and at 
laſt placing it commodiouſly, flew wy kr 
it, and was quickly out of ſight. © 

As we had reſted a ſufficient time; Sir This 
propoſed that we ſhould ſee what ſort of a wood 
it was. After looking about a great while, we 
came to a narrow path, hardly paſlable on ac- 
count of the boughs that grew luxuriant, and 
met in ſeveral places. We walked for ſome 
time with difficulty along this path, and as it 
ſeemed very long, Sir James propoſed return- | 
ing, fearing left I ſhould'be too much tired; 
but my curioſity was raiſed, and I told him 
bote like to ſee where that path would lead 

On we went, and having gone near A 

quite of a mile farther, we ſuddenly came to 


which was a large open ſpace. Here the moſt 
beautiful proſpect ſtruck my eyes that ever the 
hand of nature preſented; the 'fineſt natural 


the extent of the wood, and ſeemed to belong 
to the neighbouring river which flowed at its 
back: it was formed of large ſtone, waſhed 
white, by the ſilver current that continually 
roared down its. ſides ; between the joinings of 
the rocky ſubſtance grew: a quantity of moſs; 
that under the water had a moſt agreeable ef- 
fect; it . to be ſeen from whence. 

the 


« much wider walk, at the termination = -- 


caſcade fell from a kind of rock that roſe at 


138 FEMALE STABILITY. 


the torrent came, as, it appeared. to burſt out 
from numberleſs little cavities in the ſides of 
the rock, and altogether ruſhed for wards into 
the earth from hence it aroſe, about fifty 
yards diſtance from its ſource, and made its 
rapid way into a new river, till it loſt itſelf 
in the midſt of the wood. On the left-hand 
of this lovely waterfall ſtood a ſmall. neat cot- 
tage, which we did not at firſt obſerve, being 
ſo deeply engaged in, contemplating the liquid. 
mirror, but now we turned our eyes upon it: 
the door was very ſmall, and arched. over with 
green boughs and flowers, which looked pretty 
and romantic ; à little diſtance from the door 
was à large ſtone overgrown.. with moſs; a 
ſingle window adorned the habitation, which 
was nearly obſcured by the quantity of jeſſa- 
mine with which it was loaded; the houſe was 
ſhaded in all parts by the trees that ſurrounded 
it, and ſtood like the reſidence. of the Genii of 
the. wood. We, ſtood , gazing. at this ſweet 
ſpot, and were advancing. near it, when we 
were ſtopped by the appearance of a venerable 
old man, who walked from among the trees 
behind the cottage, and was advancing towards 
us. His eyes were. intently fixed on a book he 
held in his hand, and as he did not ſee us, we 

had leiſure; to contemplate his figure: he was 
tall and genteel, but ſtooped a little with age; 
; l 3 had, I dare tay, once been a 
very 
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very good one, but Time had ſet his mark i in 
deep wrinkles on his ſkin, and changed the na- 
tural hue of it to a ſallower caſt; his eyes were 
dark, and, as if unwilling to yield to age, ſtill 
retained ſome of their youthful brightneſs; 
his hair as white as ſilver, fell in no great 
quantity on a decent black coat, that, as well 
as the Wearer, had once been modern, but by 
the ſingularity of its make, proclaimed its date 
to be ſame time back. He had an air of gen- 

tility about him that beſpoke him a gentleman, 
and altogether was à moſt pleaſing figure; ſor- 
row ſeemed to have furrowed his cheek, but on 
his brow: ſat reſignation, which: ſeemed to ſay, 
] have at laſt conquered,” and am above miſ- 
fortune? When firſt I beheld him, I thought 
him auſtere, but on a ſecond view I found that 
look aroſe from a knowledge of the world; and 
though he was diſguſted with the wieknindfs;; | 
he could” pity the foibles of mankind: me- 
thought J read this ſentiment clearly in the - 
lines of his face.” We ſtood gazing on him 
as he walked towards us, and when he came to 
the ſtone he ſet down on it, and continued 
looking on his book for ſome time. At length, 
ſhutting it, and laying it by him, Plato, ſaid 
he, thou were indeed a philoſopher ; * heput his: 
elbows. on his knees; and fell into a thoughtful 


een deb wee Arr wig reſpect for his 
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appearance to diſturb him, and leani ing againſt 
a tree, we waited til he ſhould perceive us. 


712920 2 LW 81 EE QT/31 ada 


His aged' eyed intently mark'd:the ground, 


As liſt'ning nature ſtood, nor breath'd around; 


Save where the waters fell, and bubbled near; 
Fhen ſought the wood, and died upon the ear. 


| 1 'confit/ditheir notesy! the winds their 
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| And al credo gem to mark the fag. 


Ad 20119) mitt nf 
In this thoughtful attitude he ſat for e 
time, till the barking of bis little dog cauſed 
him to look up: he ſeemed ſurpriaed at ſeeing 
ſtrangers, but courtebuſty aroſe ind walked to- 
us. Whatever brings you to this retreat, 


| (Laid he) you are welcome; and if the habita- 


tion of a poor man, who has Hat much to offor, 
wilb afford you ia reſting place, I ſhall be glad 
of your company. Perhaps the ſingularity of 


my way of life may give you ſome entertain- 


ment, young gentleman, nor will this lady of- 
ten meet with a ſimilar eircumſtance. Sir, 
(anſwered Sir James) your appearance has fill- 
ed us with reſpect and veneration, and we «4x | 
with pleaſure accept your obliging offer, as 1 
fear this fait one ĩs too much fatigued with our 
longwalk:: Captivated with the beauty of the 


place, we ſtrayei farther than prudence would: 


bave ſuggeſted, and ſhall rejoice to repoſe our- 
ſelves. 


9 
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ſelves, a While. If that is your deſire, (re- 
plied the old gentleman) enter my humble roof, 
and be ſure of ja ſincere reception,, tho?. -not.a 
grand one. We followed him, and he led us 
into a ſmall room, which had a couch at one 
corner of it. The floor was matted, and all 
round t e ſides of the room were placed num- 
berleſs books. The ceiling was very low: a 
. ſmall grate ſtood i in a neat chimney, that looked 
bright and clean. Within this little room was 
another of equal dimenſion,. that we could not 
ſee on the outſide the cottage; from that came 
forth a middle- aged woman, and enquired *' 
her maſter Wanted anything. Sufan, (ſaid 
he) cannot you give this lady and gentleman 
ſomething to refreſh themſelves with Ke] 
have a bottle of wine, ſir, ( anſwerell ſhe) which 
I will fetch immediately.“ Do ſo, (replied 
the good man) then turning to Sir James, 1 
cannot experimentally tell you my wine is 
good, (ſaid he) as I have not taſted it a great 
while; but IL hepe you will be able to drink a 
glaſs of it, as Well as your beautiful compa- 

nion, Who reminds me of happier days.” 

Here he ſtogped, and wiped his eyes, then pro- 
ceeded: Once could boaſt a bloſſom fair and 
blooming as e lady, but long have I been 
robbed of it. The entrance of the woman 
prevented his going on; he walked to bis win- 
468722980. plied from thence a ſprig of jeſla- 


mine. 


=_ \ - = = = o — 
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mine. The ſervant handed a glaſs of wine to 
me, and a bit of plain cake: ſhe did the ſame 
to Sir James, and then quitted the room. The 
old gentleman advanced to me, and taking me 
1 the hand, „ You muſt excuſe, (faid he) 
the want of Pofttebelb in an old man, unat- 
cuſtomed to the world, and its prevailing 
modes. I ſhould not have made the obſerva- 
tion I did, had not your fair face reminded me 
of a once Goated-oh daughter; juſt ſuch another 
angelic form as your's ſhe poſſeſſed, but that is 
now over. I thought Thad got the better of 


= my painful ſenſations on her account, but the 


- fight of you has again awakened them, and I 
feel as much as ever for my loſt child. Pardon 
me, my good young lady, for thus diſtreſſing 
. You, but J ſee the ſtrongeſt ſimilitude in your 
features to thoſe of my once doated-on darling, 
and it has ſtirred up all the father in my ſoul !” 


he wiped the tears that trickled from his eyes in 


great abundance, and was quite overcome. Sir 
James and I were greatly affected: the ſpeech 
and deportment of the old man was pleaſing be- 


ond any ching T had ever ſeen, and I felt for 
him the ſtrongeſt affection. “ I am aſhamed, 


(aid he) to give this expreſſion of my weak- 
neſs before you, but if you will give me leave, 


I will walk a moment, and return to you com- 
_ poſed.” We bowed, and he left the room. 


He came back in leſs than ten minutes, with 


not 
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not a trace of ſorrow on his countenance, and 
approached us with the utmoſt good humour. 
„How proud ſhall I be, (ſaid he to Sir James) 
if I may again hope to ſee this charming young 
lady at my. ſolitary retirement! I have con- 
ceived the ſtrongeſt regard for her in the little 
time T have had an opportunity of ſeeing her: 
may not hope you will ſometimes condeſcend 
to viſit my dwelling, madam ? You will, by ſo 
doing, give to the remaining days of an' old 
man ſome conſolation, which he has for a long 
time been deprived of.” „ You may depend 
on it, fir, (anfwered T) and IL will Ming my 
mother to ſee you, ho is the moſt amiable of 
women. She will permit her Harriet to look 
on you as a parent, and by every method in her 
power, try to ſoften the remaining hours of 
your life. Sir James too will allow me to love 
you, and attend you with all the duty of a 
child; and make up, if it is poſſible, for the 
loſs 6f- ber you lament.” Condeſcending 
goodneſs! (replied he) had her mind been as 
like to you as her perſon was, T ſhould” have 
had no cauſe for lamentation ; but we will talk 
no more of her. If the tendereſt paternal af- 
fection and advice will repay you for the trou- 
ble you will be at to come thus to an almoſt 
impaſſable wood, to ſee an old man buried a- 
mid its ſhades, you will ever be received by 
me a8 eu merit. Ves, my excellent young 
8 lady, 
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1 chat of my child, under fictitious ones. al- 
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lady, bring:your mother - to my cot. I wiſh 
to congratulate her on a daughter like -thee : 


but ſay, is this gentleman your brother? may 
I hope he will be my ſon?“ „ You may, 


reverend ſtranger, (anſwered. Sir James) I am 


not brother to this lovely girl, but hope to be 
much nearer related to her: ſhe is mine by love, 
and the marriage contract will ſome day make 
us one.“ He then told him his name and mine. 


The old man appeared delighted with us. My 


dear children, (faid he, taking a hand of each 
and joining them) may the Almighty bleſs 
vou, and may your union be productive of 
-exquiſite felicity! I ſhall wait impatiently till 
you return from the noiſy town, where this 
peaceful retirement would be looked upon as 
barbarous and wild.” We hinted a. deſire to 
know who he was, and why he withdrew him- 
ſelf from the ſociety of mankind, and lived 
thus ſecluded ?. He ;anſwered us with the ut; 
-moſt complacency: I would inform you, 
my children, of what you wiſh to know, but 
as your ſtay with me now will be but ſhort, I 
ſhould, not have time to go through what I have 
to ſay ; but the next time you favour me with 


your company, I will relate to you my reaſons 


for chuſing this way of life. One thing 1 


3 muſt beg to conccal, as it is a matter of no 


importance, and that is, my real name, and 


ways 


£ . 
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ways determined, when I adopted this method 
of life, not to reveal who I was to any perſon 


fore I hope you will not defire to be informed 
of a matter little important to you, and that 
will prove the means of making me'forſakeimy - 
fixed determination.” Far be it from me, 
anſwered Sir James; to wiſh to pry into what 
you may deſire to conceal; that you will ſo 
far honour us vrith your confidence as to relate 
the circumſtances: of your Iifeg will be a real 
ſatisfaQtien to my Harriet as well as myſelf; 
and depend upon it, Sir, we ſhall ever look on 
your condeſcenſion, a8 it deſerves, with the 
utmoſt gratitude; I regret that it will not be 
in my power to ſes you frequently before I leave 
this part. of the world, as that will be very 
ſpeedily 3 but my gentle love will often viſit 
you, and I ſhall rejoice to hear the good hers 
mit is well.” My ſon, faid he, ſhaking Sir 
James by the hand, thy felieity will ever be a 
material pleaſure to my heart; I have conceived 
for you the greateſt affection; nds for this ſweet 
_ child's ſake, I ſhalt once more look forwards for 
ſatisfaction from a human being. The time has 
been when I thought is mortal could again give 
2 moment's pleaſure to my heart, and therefore 
ſought this ſ6litude'; but 1 fund ten years reſi- 
dence has e able neee 10 1 
v Ht nem 
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| had implanted. in my breaſt, by the, great diftri- 
buter of all good, for my fellow creatures. 
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Let me not be deceived in you, but ſometimes 
viſit my cell.” We aſſured him we would, 
and departed from this agreeable old gentleman 
and his delightful retreat, _ the e con- 
enmare zh pi longs Inti: ls „ 

We got back to eee 5 for 
dinner, which wag eat with! ſatisfaction, our 


whole diſcourſe turning upon the venerable 


ſtranger. Soon after our rural repaſt, we ſet 
off to return to Elm-ywOOd; as the days were 
ſnort, we did not chuſe to be very late. We 
were received with joy by my mother, to whom 
we related our adventure. She was charmed 
with our account of the hermit, as we called 
him (not knowing any other name), and wiſh- 
ed to ſee his beautiful retreat. She engaged to 


attend us early in next week to his habitation. 


I confeſs, my Adeline, I am very defarous of 
again beholding this venerable old man, whoſe 
dreſs and converſation are uncommonly pleaſ- 
ing. Lou ſhall certainly know why hs retired 
from the world, as I can depend on your ſe- 
crecy. I hope, my dear girl, the relation of 


this little event will draw your thoughts from 
too intenſe contemplation on the memory of 
Mr. Grenville, and for a moment amuſe you, 
Mould it was in my power, to relieve. entirely 
the uneaſineſs you oy under; but that wiſh is 


vain. 
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wo However, accept, my Adeline, the in- 
gnificant efforts of your Harriet, wich compla- 
* and ſhe will be happy. My mother ſends 
her love to you, and joins me in admiring you 
more than ever. Sir James begs his compli - 
ments may be inſerted, thougk unknown te 
you. Adieu, my much eſteemed Miſs Belville; 
believe me, you are e darts N | 
- feRionate!! en e e 
| uur Anmron, 


31 55 


Ge MoxrAGur, , . Hank Eran, 


20 
$A obs? | Parſenage-boie. 
v5 O R laftletter, Sir Harry, has diſcovered 
a truth to me that I had hardly reflected upon 
before; and that is, I find I cannot Joſe your 
friendſhip without infinite regret, and therefore 
will keep it on the conditions you preſcribed, 
1 will ſay no more of giving up Mifs Belville, 
to whom I ſee you are firmly attached; but 
leave her virtues to make the impreſſion they 
deſerve. A few expreſſions in your laſt, have 
quieted my fears on her account; and I hope 
all will in ume be as 1 wiſh... You tell me my 
alterations in opinion ſit deviliſh- aukwardly 
upon me: they may, Sir Harry; but I hope 
time will make them eaſy; at leaſt, it ſhall 
e it does not. Again you tel! 
4 N a2 ; me 


— 


CLE — 
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„ 
me I am a8 deeply ſtained with-vialatibns. of 
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virtue as yourſelf; With ſhame I-own. I. have 


deen, but no lônger will I violate, or aſſiſt in 


the violation of it. In every thing but this 


vou may command me; but here I am not to 


be moved. Lacknowledge reproof comes with 
no grace from mie; but I have repented, and 


mean to amend, and therefore hope to meet 
pardon for what is paſt. The melancholy ſi- 
tuation of Miſs Ayſdough, joined to my own 
reflections, have effected this change; and I 
truſt I ſhall preſerve the ſentiments I now poſ- 
ffs, to the end of thy life. As J really eſteem 
you, Sir Harry, from a variety of motives, it 


would give me infinite pleaſure to ſee you as 
much conyinced-of the folly and depravity of 


. your ſo long cheriſhed opinions as I am; but 


to time and proper reflections I leave you, -and 


+ will no more endeavour by arguments to diſ- 


ſuade you from a eourſe you have ſo many years 
purſued 3 follow it, and it will ſooner or later 
ſurely bring diſguſt: along with it. The vir- 
tues of the lady, who now poſſeſſes you affec- 
tion, will engage you to.imitate them, in order 
1 bring yourſelf nearer her heart, and you 
will hate and de ſpiſe your former abuſe: of rea- 
ſon. I have no doubt but the purity of Miſs 
Belville will reſiſt all your attempts, and you 
will at laſt be induced to offer her your hand: 


| may ſhe accept it, * kappineſs will be 


. compleat. 


3 
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compleat. I ſhall now hope to be favoured 
with your further communications, as I agree 
no n mention the reſignation of this la- 
dy, and am cutious to know how you proceed. 
1 communicated your offer of father aſſiſtance 
to Miſs Ayſcough, but ſhe declined it; ſhe is 
entirely fatisfhed with the phyſician t that at pre- 
ſent attends her, and conſtantly anſwers, her's 
is not à diforder of the body, and therefore 
cannot come within phyſical ſkill. Was I 
eaſy in my mind, Captain Montague, ſaid ſhe, 
(when I read that part of your letter to ber) 
this poor emaciated form would quickly regain 
its former appearance, but vchile rancourous 
ſorrow'gnaws my heart, hom can Tlook well? 
No, I am not a hypoerite; the mind's diſtreſs 
ſpeaks in the body's ruin.“ My dear ma- 
dam, anſwered I, what can be done to relieve 
the Anxiety you experience! I am very ſure 
Sir Harry would omit nothing that might 
contribute to your recovery : he has the moſt 
tender regard ftill for you, and would do every 
thing in his power to make you eafy. Speak, 
madam; fay what ſhall I tell him you defire ? 
only make known your requeſt, and it is grant- 

ed immediately. Le Alas! Captain Montague, 
anſwered ſhe, I have nothing to demand that 
Sir Harry can grant. He cannot give me back 
my peace of mind; he cannot reſtore that vix- 
Sin innocence I once could boaſt; nor wake 
| 45. the 
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the ſleep of death, brought on me befote its 
time; Oh, fir, ſpeak not of relieving my anxi- 
ety; it is not to be done. Did Sir Harry love 
me now, as he once ſaid he did, I:could not 
de happy. T am infamous in my own. eyes, 
and nothing could make me otherwiſe. He 
drew my youth aſtray, aud made me the child 
of miſery. Heaven knows how many hapleſs 
Women beſides may at this moment lament his 
perfidy! He cannot be conſtant; an angel 
. would be deſerted! how then could J vainly 
hope to hold him? But it is paſt, and I am 
Iuſtly puniſhed. All I regret is my dear father 
brought to the grave with ſhame, and theſe 
innocent children that muſt ever bear their mo- 
ther's infamy. As to myſelf, no earthly pu- 
niſhment is too great for me: I hope my ſorrow 
will terminate with my life, and I am, con- 
tent.“ She ſtopped to wipe her tears that 

f ſtreamed i in torrents down her cheeks, which 
when ſhe had done, ſhe again went on; „ Tell 
Sir Harry I thank him for his offers, but ! 
need them not; all I have now to aſk is his 
protection for thoſe unfortunate boys. 1 hope, 
Captain Montague, if it ſhould pleaſe heaven 
to call me ſoon, you will not forget to recom- 
mend his children to his care. Perhaps he may 
feel a moment's pain for my early diſſolution, 
and diſcover an emotion: watch when his feel - 


ings are excited, and adjure him, if be ever 
'n loved 
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loved the departed Emilia, to guard heb! chil- 
| &ren from want and' inſults: it is all Taſk in 
return for the love I Hviſhed on him, and the . 
facrifices I have made.” I promiſed to obey 
her, if that dreaded event ſhould take place; 
and intreated her not to give way to ideas ſo 
melancholy. She arofe ; and, after thanking 
me, left the room with an air of the greateſt 
affliction : a man muſt have been ſtone that had 
not been affected with her woes. I confeſs I 
was, and ſtayed in the room near ten, minutes 
without knowing it, ſo much had her ſpeech 
diſtreſſed me. With a mind deeply touched by 
compaſſion, 1 left Fairy-hill, and ſought t the 
village. On my way I met the honeſt curate, 
who enquired the reaſon of my dejection; I 
evaded his queſtion by ſaying I had a head-ach. 
He told me he was going to ſee Mifs Ayſcough, 
whom he had left the day before in a much 
more compoſed frame of mind than he had ever 
known her; and that he flattered himſelf he 
ſhould find it increaſed. I told him I wiſhed 
he might, and left him to purſue his charita- 
ble viſit, while I betook myſelf in ſolitary fi- 
lence to the Parſonage-houſe, where J had lei- 
fure to reflect on what had paſſed. ' I ſat down 
to write to you, and could not help ſending 
the real ſtate of Emilia's health.. I hope, Sir 
Harry, ſhe may not leave this world very ſoon, 
but indeed I am apprehenſive her ſtay will no, 


G 4 be: 
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be long. I would wiſh you to prepare for the 
accqunt of her death, in caſe it ſhould be ſud- 
den: every poſſible care ſhall be taken of her, 
77 may depend om it. Let me hear from you. 

(fatter myſelf our friendſhip will remain as it 


did: : in ** W ſupſerihe myſelf. your ever 
deyoted - „Thon MoxTAGus. 


F run, to Sir en Taoursox. 


Wor U enquire the reaſon of my . 
17 faith th, Th ompſon, 1 cannot tell you. 75 | 
eve the con 1 you formed of m 
a 19 0 a to. Tag WF an iftle, is - 
belt re reaſo can afhgn.. Though 12 70 un- 
& ele diſadvpatagry the fax pf bar 
ing from von agaln induces me to write, 
yet 1 am conxinged my production cannot 
afford you any amuſement. þ have no adven- 
tures to relate ; we move on in the {ame. regu» 
lar, dull method that we have long done; the 
ſame rural | proſpect before us, and no variety 
even of characters; for hardly a perſon, except 
the parſen of the pariſh, has been near us ſince 
we haye reſided at Roſe-hill, Sir Richard is 
much better: I never remember him in ſuch 
excellent ſpirits as now; he is infinitely de- 
lighted with me for ſtaying with him ſo long, 
and aſſures me it ſhall not be the worſe for me. 
I fear, 
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I fear, if ke knew to what my wiſhes tend, he 
would Mot 'be/ſo-laviſh'of his promiſes. Oh, 
Thompſon, how ſoon would the fondneſs of 
Sir Richard vanifh, if he thought I wanted to in- 
troduce a woman with lefs than ſixty thouſand: 
pounds into his family? In vain would her 
dlooming youth and matchleſs beauty plead; 
nothing leſs than that fortune would make the 
leaſt impreſſion on him. He talks of faying 
longer in the country if it is agreeable to me: 
as I find it has ſo good an effect on his health, 
J cannot think of making the leaſt abjeRion,, 
and J fear I ſhall not be able to ſee you ſome 
time. However, let me know When you ar- 
vive in M. and if 1 can manage it ſo, IJ vill 
meet you there. I find Mrs. Evelin thinks of 
returning to London, and I am deſirous of fee- 
ing the charming Miſs Belville, who ſtill re- 
mains inexorable to the addreſſes of the Earl 
and Sir Edward, ſteadily adhering to hee reſo- 
lution of remaining for ever ſingle. re 
TI am concerned for Lord Arundel; Sir E- 
ward I am not ſo well acquainted with, tho” 
report ſpeaks him a very deſerving man. Vo 
concluded right when you imagined I had heard 
from Louiſa: in that letter ſhe tells me, Miſs: 
Betville has reaſons for acting in the manner the: 
does towards our ſex, truly juſtifiable” and 
great; hat de ie nos dt Ti ty to diſclofe: 
mg at large, only ſo far as to acknowledge | 
Gs — * 
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her preſent averſion to marriage ariſes from 
a former tender attachment, in which gſhe wa; 
Ciſzp pointed; that ſhe never will marry, and 
adviſes me no more to plead in favour of the 
Earl, for that it only pains Adeline, and will 
never induce her to change her reſolution. I 
am determined to follow. my gentle Louiſa's ad- 
vice, and no more endeavour hy any means to 
induce her to lay aſide her ſo long coneluded- 
on way of life. The letter of Miſs Somners 
occaſioned infinite joy to my heart, but it was 
mixed with a leſs pleaſing ſenſation. I care- 
fully concealed. this in the anſwer I ſent her, 
Þut to you I cannot be ſilent on the occaſion; 
though ſhe gives me the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of 
| her love, yet. I cannot help fearing the aſſidui- 
ties of the handſomeſt and. moſt accompliſhed 
man in France will make ſome impreſſion on 
her. She is become acquainted, with: the ſou 
of the Marquis de Reviers, a moſt amiable no- 
bleman. This gentleman's father was the par- 
. ticular friend of Mr. Somners in the farmer 
art af his life, but from à variety of. circum- 
_ Hances their intimacy was ſuſpended, and at 
Jaſt in a, manner broke öff. Since they have 
been at Montpelier, Mr. Somners met the old 
Marquis, and renewed their former. acquaint- 
ance with the utmoſt pleaſure. The Marquis 
Would not ſuffer- my. Louiſa and her father to- 
. any where * at. bis houſe, and accord- 


ingly, 
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ingly they are there. The dear girl, with all 


the delicacy in her power, endeavoured to ba- 
niſh any fears I might have on account of the 
Marquis, by aſſuring. me her heart was ſuffi- 
ciently guarded againſt every perfection he 
might poſſeſs ;. but yet, in ſpite of this gene- 
rous aſſurance, I cannot help being miſera- 
ble. I knew the Marquis when: I was in Pa- 
ris, and he then promiſed to be the ornament. 
of his nation: report ſpeaks loudly in his fas- 
vour. He will have continual opportunities of. 
engaging the attention of Louiſa,, of exciting 
her gratitude by his endeavours to pleaſe her; 
and thus, abſent from me, perhaps he may but 
too fatally ſucceed.. Ah, Thompſon, that: 
idea diſtracts me Þ Let ſurely I wrong herz. 
ſhe is not to be ſo eaſily led aſtray; but then! 
the merit. the birth, the ſituation of the Mar“ 
quis, plead ſo ſtrongly! She may be overebme 


— 


by the intreaties of her father, and forget her 


wretched Freemer, and give her hand to de 
Reviers! How have I dreſſed up: the” moſt 
terrifying- images, merely to torment myſelf! 
can write no more. I thought-not. when T. 
began this letter I ſhould work myſelf to this 


pitch; but I will no longer e e | 


my uneaſineſs. Tour's, * 911 


* Cusn, Freemrn.. | 
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. 1 BaLyitig to Mi Aninros. 


Myrtle Grove. 


117 Thank you, my PRE Harriet, ſor your laſt 
kind letter, and the aſſuranee jt contained that 
you would no more ſpeak to me on a ſubject 
that muſt ever give pain to my heart; a ſubject 
once thought on with pleaſure, but now re- 
garded with diſguſt. My union with my ever- 
deloyed Mr. Grenville, I thought would com- 
pleat my happineſs: it pleaſed heaven to pre- 
vent it, and I am, I hope, tolerably content; 
but as to thinking of marriage with another 
man, I cannot; the injuſtice would be infinite; 
J cquld not make a proper return to the ten- 
derneſs of him to whom I gave my hand, and 
therefore I will never marry. Vou find that 
even Mr. Somners blames me for this refolu- 
tion in his letter, and tells me- the virtues of 
my Auguſtus again ſurxive in the Earl and Sir 
Edward. Ah, Harriet! but my adored Gren- 
ville himſelf is dead; the only man that cver 
taught my heart the ſoft ſenſations of love, is 
gone for euer! how then can I marry? no, it 
is next to impoſſible; my reſolution will con- 
tinue to the end of my life, and I thank you 
for confarnung to it. I well knew all you 
ever ſaid againſt it was meant for my happineſs, 


and therefore claims my gratitude, Your re- 
i. 4 lation 
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tion of the wood adventure agreeably enter- 
tained me: I am intereſted in the ſtory of the 
venerable inhabitant of thoſe ſhades: how I 
ſhould enjoy the ſight of his retirement, ſo 
beautifully deſcribed by your pen! I think, 
my Harriet, love has made you more compleat 
than ever, if that was poſſible. The ſtile of 
your laſt letter was delightful, particularly the 
poetic lines, ſo inimitably deſcriptive of the 
ſilent attention that marked the contemplations 
of the ſage. Omit not giving me a particular 
account of your next viſit to his reſidence; I ain 
all curioſity: that pleaſing relation did not only 
amuſe, but delighted me far a great while, 
Yet, my Harriet, it drew not my contempla- 
tions from the memory of Mr. Grenville; it 
rather encreaſed them. Your account of the 
converſation between yourſelf and Sir James, 
brought a ſimilar one to my remembrance that 
paſſed between my Auguſtus and your Adeline 
in a place nearly as charming as you deſcribed 
that to be, I rejoiced- at your happineſs, and 
dropt a tear for mine that was fled.. Thus once 
bleſſed was I in the love of an amiable and de- 
ſerying man; but how ſoon were thoſe golden 
proſpects overelouded * death ſnatched him 
from me! Q, gracious heaven, avert ſo ſad a 
cataſtrophe to my Harriet's innocent affection ? 
Such ideas poſſeſſed my mind when I read 
that part of your letter. You need not fear L 
 _ ſhalt 


— 
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ſhall ſo (intenſely reflect on my former com- 
forts, as to neglect thoſe Heaven has left me; 
that would be ungrateful to its providence, I 
feel my loſſes, yet I am properly ſenſible of the 
bleflings which ſtill are mine, and I hope am 
grateful for them. I ſhall never ceaſe to re- 
flect on Mr. Grenville, but I think on the 
many virtues that were his witha compoſed ſor- 
row: had it pleaſed his maker to have ſpared: 
him to me, he would have led my weakneſs 
through many difficulties that it may now fall 
into, without his guidance. I often think, 
when I am going»to do any thing material, 
would Auguſtus have acted thus? and endea- 


- _ vourto form myſelf by his excellent example. 


Tho? his life was ſhort, yet it was full of in- 
ſtruction. Benevolent from his childhood, he 
would have afliſted the meaneſt of God's crea- 
tures indiſeriminately in diſtreſs: his Adeline 
would do ſo too, and by following his ſteps, 
render herſelf worthy to follow him to the 
bright region where he now reſides. Theſe 
thoughts, my Harriet, make my comfort, 
joined to the partial affection of my numerous 
friends. The ſolemnity of this letter is but 
an ill return for the entertainment of your's : 
T will therefore proceed to inform you of what 
has happened ſince my laſt, and by that means, 
Lhope,, convince you I do not think too much. 


. Ln 


of what is gone, but turn nn. 
tle to the preſent ſcene. | 
The day after the viſit of Lord Arundel and 
Sir Edward to the grove, I wiſhed to go to the 
had heard any thing about the poor girl that 
had left her peaceful retirement; tho I con- 
jectured ſhe had not, as ſhe had ſent. me no ac- 


count of her. At breakfaſt, I told Mrs. Eve- 


lin I would take an airing, as ſhe propoſed 
leaving the country ſo: ſoon... Sir Harry, who 


was preſent, begged leave ta attend me, to which 


I made not the leaſt objection, as my former 
one was entirely removed. Our, horſes were or- 


dered, as I choſe to ride, and old William pre- 


pared to- attend us. Where do you mean. to 
ride, Miſs" Belville ?*” (faid Mrs. Evelin) 
„ Tothe cottage, madam, (anſwered; I); and 
enquire if the old woman has heard any thing 
of the dehuded creature that fled. from my 
protection.”” By chance I-looked-on Sir Harry, 
and ſaw him in infinite confuſion, which, on 
my. obſerving, ſeemed to increaſe, therefore I 
withdrew. my. eyes. I was a. good. deal ſur- 


prized,, but ſoon. after it was. accounted; for. 
The horſes were brought to the door, and I 
was ſeated on mine, when-Sir Harry putting his 
hand to his head, ſaid he was taken ſuddenly 
ill, and begged I would ſtay a little for him, 


attend 


till. he was ſomething recovered, and he would 
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attend me. I inſiſted he ' ſhould not go; his 
ſiſter joined me, and after much perſuaſion he 
returned to the houſe, and I went to the cottage 
with William, who was quite happy to have 
the honour'of conducting me, as he termed it. 
The old woman told me ſhe had never heard 
nor ſeen 'any thing of her gueſt fince the hour 
df her departure; nor did-the- imagine ſhe ever 
| th6uld! I returned quite lom on her account. 
7 Poor thing! perhaps ſhe is expoſed to want and 
miſery; and is fearful of again applying to me. 
Little does ſhe know the heart of your Ade- 
line! if ſne repents, ſhe will meet à real wel- 
come to my protection. I found Sir Harry fit- 
ung in che great chair alone in the dining- 
room: he was loſt in thought; at firſt I be- 
lieved him to be aſſeep; ——ů— the door 
cauſed him to look up. . Siſter, (faid he) I 
am not aſleep; you may come in. It is not 
Mrs. Evelin, Sir Harry, (anſwered I) how do 
vou do?“ Better, my amiable Miſs Bel- 
ville, {replied he, riſing, and tak ing my hand) 
J hope you have had an agreeable ride.“ A, 
very pleaſant one, but not ſo. agreeable as I 
bo -with, for I am diſappointed in not hear- 
ing any khing of che poor girl that was there 
ſome time age. 45 Oh, my dear madam, 


| (kid ke) if you imagined * l en 

put herſelf into your protection, after ſhe had 
once flo n from it, you only deceived yourſelf. 
ns | No, 
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No, Miſs Belville; aſſure yourſelf ſhe is now 
in the hands of her ſeducer, and will never 
again come into your's: nor indeed if ſhe. 
| would. could you receive her with propriety, 
as ſhe has acted fo, ill. I would paſs by her 
actions, Sir Harry, and receive her as kindly 

as ever, would ſhe return; but ſhe knows not 
this, and therefore will ſuffer every diſtreſs xa- 
ther than again throw herſelf on my mercy 
The generality of the world, in ſuch. a caſe, 
would be very rigorous, but ſhe has no rigour to 
apprehend from me; this the unhappy girl is 
unacquainted with, and therefore fears to make 
known her retreat The world, Miſs Bel 
ville, anſwered he, incaſes of this ſart, is juſe 
titied in being rigorous, for more than half tha 
diſtreſſed perſons we Meet with, are impaſtess, 
and merit not the regard you would ſhew thamʒ 
and I fear, my dear lady, in this cafe: there 
was more of deceit than reality: the flight of 
the girl after yqur generous behaviour to her, 
proves it. As to the excuſe ſhe. left behind 
her, it was a mere ſlullo artifice, and no proof 
of her innocence,” The entrance of Lord 
Arundel and Sir Edward prevented my reply, 
and our diſcourſe. became general. How cruel, 
my Harriet, in Sir Harry not to allo the leaſh 
for this unhappy. girl ! How contradictory are 
theſe ſentiments and his conduct to Farmer 
Per nt whom he tans in a farm of 
his 


— 


0 
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Mis own, and the poor man is like to do very 
well. I confeſs this circumſtance had greatly 
endeared him to me; I looked on him with re- 
ſpect, and behaved with that openneſs and affec- 
tion that 1 ſhould have done to my father, and 
yet he will not act uniformly. "Why ſhould , 
he ſay ſo much againſt'the*poor diſtreſſed crea- 
ture I relieved at the cottage, for no reaſon 
that I can fathom, except in contradiction to 
me! I cannot find out his character, and there- 
fore muſt let him reſt. 
The gentlemen came to beg the favour of 
eee the next day to a rural entertain- 
ment; we promiſed to go. I aſked them what 
our amuſent was to be, and on what account? 
Lord Arundel anſwered, it was on account of 
Sir Edward leaving Belmont- abbey; and as to 
hat it was, he could not ſay, as his friend 
had not informed him, I expreſſed my ſorrow 
hat we were going to loſe him. He thanked 
me with his ſpeaking eyes. I ſhall not greatly 
entertain you, my dear Miſs Belville, I fear, 
faid he; che amuſement you are to partake of, is 
no more than a dance, for which I beg the ho- 
nour of your hand: Certainly, anſwered 
I, as you are going, Sir Edward, I am your's 
for the evening.“ This acceptance of my 
friend, madam, ſaid Lord Arundel, gives me 
inſinite ſatisfaction; permit me to thank you 
* "6 Geaeiqus man, exclaimed Sir Ed- 
At! ward, 
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ward, turning from him, you will always out- 
do me !” I whiſpered my approbation of his 
conduct to Lord Arundel, and followed Sir 
Edward to the window. We' ſhall meet in 
town, ſir, ſaid-I, vou are not going fur into 
Yorkſhire?” My dear! Miſs Belville, an- 
ſwered he, but I ſhall return as ſoon as poſhble,” 
«Pp hope you will, replied F; you muſt con- 
ſider your ſtay will make your friends - uneaſy, 
and me particularly, as I may want your ad- 
vice.” „ Generous girl! {ſaid he, taking my 
hand, his eyes gliſtening with ſenſibility) how 
much am I obliged to you ! every hour ſhews 
me the value of your friendſhip 'in a ſtronger 
| licht, and I would willingly ſtay wick you for 
ever; but a relation that is in ill health wiſhes 
8 and as ſhe has left her fortune to 
me, in gratitude I cannot deny her. I ſhall 
think it an ags till I ſee you again, Adeline, 
ſaid he, ſighing. I ſhall not be leſs impa- 
tient, Sir Fdward.” He preſſed my hand to 
his lips: © this is too much, indeed it is; I do 
not deſerve ſuch. affection. 4+. You a, my 
friend, anſwered I, and ſuch I ſhall: ever feal 
for you.” We were interrupted, and they 
ſtayed not much longer. Sir Harry was un- 
uſually polite and agreeable after their depar- 
ture, and commended my conduct towards 
them in the higheſt terms, declaring no woman 
but myſelf would treat men ſo generouſly ; with 
. | many 
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many more compliments, that are far too ex- 
ee and tedious to repeat. 

I muſt leave you, my dear Harriet, ſooner 
ha J intended, but will reſume my pen the 
Grit opportunity, and give; yauw.an account of 
the day we ſpent at the Abbey, though it has 
loſt half its life and ſpirit hy the abſence of 
Charlotte, Who is very well, and talks of leav- 
ing Beach-grove early in October, which will 
WR bi her _ Adieu, my. eſteemed . 


| Ever thine, 12 
veal ibo nad iu VII! Aman Bauman. 
| won?) 14204 N "7.5 { n | 
8 Let:ing know when yownilt uour me 


With your company in town, ang L will cer- 
Dinky meet You n * pee 
A ? I 1 1 1 bs. 33 
zan 0 = 201641315 0 1 305 
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pt . LR 4 e. | Beach-Grove. 


. 


Uss ON: ay e T am ſo aſhamed 
of my ſilence that I hardly know how to ad- 
dreſs you; · and had I not received ſo many in- 
ſtanees of your partial indulgence to your faulty 
Charlotte, I ſhould not dare to do it at all. I 
throw myſelf upon your mercy, and plead 
guilty; but 1 ſlatter myfelf the juſtice of my 
| ume mother will yield te her affection. 
du We 


"a 8 * 
1 * 1 „ * 
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We are in good health, and as happy: as yo 
can imagine. Catoline wiſhes for you, in which 


Mr. Aimworth and I both ſincerely join. The 


peaceful content and ſincere affection that ſub- 


ſiſts between this couple, is enough to put one 


in conceit with matrimony; and did I wa 
ſo great a ſhare; of conjugal comfort was 


ſtore for me, I would put on ſhackles eee ; 


ately ; for you muſt know L am in very good 
humour with Medway juſt now, as his beha- 
viour to me, at his uncle's, was very proper 
and reſpectful. You may ſay what you will, 
but there is nothing like keeping up one's digni- 


ty with theſe men. George would have been 


a perfect baſhaw, was it not for my manage 
ment; but by a due exertion of authority, I 
have brought him to behave pretty well, though 
ſometimes his natural bent will appear. You 
have often blamed me for abuſing the power 
his affection gave me over him, and called it 
coquetry, tyranny, and I know not what; but 
upon my honour, madam, however unneceſ- 
ſary ſuch a conduct might be in the laſt age, 
tis abſolutely impoſſible to do without it now. 
Vou have often told me you never had a quar- 
rel with my father during your couriſhip; how 
you contrived to paſs that inſipid time, for 
my life I cantiot underſtand. Why the airs 
of one's lover now affotds: as much 2 
tainment to a modern lady as her monkey; and 
- [1100 | | unleſs 
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unleſs ſhe was to keep him at a proper di- 
tance, he would as ſobn tear her ruffles: the 
caſe is: ſtrangely altered, when a lover, a hun- 
dred years back, would ſigh out a whole ſeven 
years to obtain a ſingle ſmile from the ſovereign 
of his affection, and think himſelf well paid 
if he obtained it at laſt, while the enamorato of 


the preſent times will boldly burſt open the door 
of a lady's dreſſing- room; ſuppoſing he is a beau, 


advances to her toilet, ſurveys himſelf from 
head to foot; and, in conſideration of his own 
irreſiſtible figure; ſeize her-hands, exclaiming 
<« ma chere ange, I die to be poſſeſſed of this aſ- 
femblage of charms. The date of their ac- 
quaintance a few evenings ſtanding; preſuming 
on the length of it, he will plead for the hap- 
py day; and in order to induce her to ſhorten 


his probation, aſſure her they will take a trip 


to Paris immediately after the wedding. If 
the lady rejects him, then he is falling on his 


fword, or perhaps, _ very mie aw leaves 


ne N anzing; 3 


Wen 2 

On a lady's neglett, , | 

| Or barter my peace for ½ Ty [+ 
en tit Big $150 0) 259415720199 1 
1Camiyomtiwendes, nden, when the behavi- 
eur of our modern ſwains is ſo different from 
Aeta oi. a> century * our treatment of 
e them 
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them ſhould be changed? if we were not to 
eſtimate them as a watch trinket, the creatures 


would be ſo inſufferably vain, there would be | 


no, enduring their ſelf-ſufficiency. I do not 
inſinuate Medway is one of thele fine gentle» 
men, and therefore treat him with the diſtinc- 
tion he merits; though, unleſs a proper ſhare 
of ſeverity was preſerved by me, I ſhould find 
him at times very infolent. Seriouſly; mama, 
I have the utmoſt regard for the Colonel, but 
he has a few faults that I would wiſh to reme- 
dy, and therefore often behave to him in con- 


_ tradition to my better judgment, merely on 
that account. Whenever I give him my hand, 
all controverſy from that moment is at an end. 


I will ſtudy to oblige him as much as is in my 
power, and I Matter myſelf we ſhall not have 
many quarrels after nn vue exhauſt all 
iam before. 

I promiſed you an account of © our Ant to the 
eaſtle; and will now fulfil my engagement. As 
Thad not ſeen Sir William Medway à great 
while, I determined to appear as ſmart as poſſi- 
ble, in order to juſtify his nephew's penchant, 
and therefore put on my laſt new pink and ſilver 


gown, a white luteſtring puckered petticoat, 
flounced with ſilver net: Caroline only wore a 


brocaded ſacque, trimmed with blond. Mr. 
Aimworth was dreſſed in an apple- green coat, 
white fattin waiſtcoat and bureches; he/looked 

#16) . | very 
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very elegant, and I thought particularly hand. 


_ fome:- Caroline told him fo as ſoon as he en- 


tered the roomy but I was apprehenſive it might 
Taiſe his vanity too much, and therefore was 
ſilent till my ſiſter demanded my thoughts on 
the matter. Why, upon my word, Caro- 
line, ſaid I, he looks more creditable to-day 
'than he n in general, and will do very well to 
eſcort us. He thanked us for our compli- 
. taking out his glaſs told us, he 
might with juſtice return it, and aſſure us, he 
never ſaw two more lovely women in his life. 
«© My Caroline, faid he, looks uncommonly 
beautiful, kiſfing her hand; and as to Char- 
lotte; the Colonel will never ſtand the fire of 
thoſe eyes. I thought · he meant an inſult on 


the bravery of my ſoldier, and therefore reſent- 


ed it properly, the explanation of this circum- 

ſtance took up a good deal of time, and then 
bidding the brats adieu, detained us near ano- 
ther hour; and for all my perſuaſions, we 
were not ſeated in the coach till near three. I 
Was in agonies, leſt Sir William had ſet down 
to dinner, for he is as regular as the clock, but 


Fortunately: we were time enough. I begged 


we might not drive acroſs the draw- bridge, as 
the danger was certainly great; therefore we 


ſtppped, and determined to walk over. The 


Oolonel appeared tò lead me, but J planted 
N Aarmworth: — the ſervants I could 


collect 
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_— on each ſide, to prevent my tumbling 
When I was got ſafe on the other ſide, I 
Woke round with wonder; the immenſe F 
of the caſtle were enough to frighten one, and 
I kad fome ſeruples of Conſcience whether 1 
ſhould enter, not knowing but they had con- 
trived a plot; but tecollecting that Medway 
was tolerably honeſt, I ſuffered him to lead me 
on, and halted at the door to giye the married 
pair precedence. My amiable Charlotte, 
whiſpered George, (while Mr. and Mrs. Aim- 
worth went firſt) my uncle is prepared to ad- 
mire you; and the appearance you make to- 
day, cannot fail to delight him: you look ab- 
ſolutely divine.“ “ Ves to be ſure, Colonel, 
becauſe you are delighted with a pink and fil- 
ver gown, for I know tis the ſhew of my dreſs, 
that ſtrikes * you, you think your uncle is to be 
affected with a little tinſel likewiſe; upon my 
word, you give me an excellent idea of his under- 
ſtanding.“ Say what you pleaſe, my love, 
anſwered he, I am too happy in your company, 
and the contemplation of your beauty, to com- 
plain.” Ah, then you don't mind what I 
ſay ? yery well, Medway ; then I ſhan't ſpeak 
to you to- day.“ „Cruel girl, ſaid he, with. 
an air of dejection (well enough) why. will 
you not ſuffer me to enjoy your ſociety, who 
am ſo tenderly : attached to you, while you per- 
Vor- III. H ,” _ 
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mit ſtrangers to ſhare the bleſſings that are 
| juſtly . mine?“ 40 Why, Colonel, I thought 
you was not to complain; but come, you have 
hchaved tolerably, and if you continue as ci- 
vil all day, you ſhall have no reaſon: I may 
talk more to ftrangers,, but perhaps I think 
more of you. I live again, ſaid he, with 
the .utmoſt ſatisfaction; z oh Charlotte, tis in 
your power to make me miſerable.” , <« Since 
you acknowledge it, ſaid I, I will not abuſe 
that power; but come, you ſee my brother and 
ſiſter are out of ſight, let us follow them ; your 
uncle will wonder we do not appear.” If 
he knew how happ Ts 1 was, he would rejoice 
at our delay ; but will ee, wy. Char- 
—_ 

We entered the room: 0 what has detained 
you, "ſiſter? ſaid Mr. Aimworth, I ſuppoſe 
you have been making ſome el obſervati- 
ons on the walls of the caſtle; Sir William 
was coming to ſeek you.“ I 7c AT) a little 
at this addreſs, and gave him a good expreſſive 
look for it, but it ſeemed to have no effect, for 


he laughed, and audibly whiſpered Caroline 


that I ought to be obliged to him for calling 
that additional colour in my face, as it was an 
infinite advantage to me. This provoked me 
horribly, but I was obliged to put up with it, 
and ſuffered Medway to lead me to Sir William 
WE ſaying: a 3 to Mr. Aimworth. 
6. Recerve, 


25 


*. 
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& Receive, my dear Sir, ſaid he, the moſt 
lovely of her ſex, and the entire miſtreſs. of 
my heart; I have the honour of introducing 
Miſs Duncannon to you.” The old gentle- 
man made an effort to riſe, but his gout pre- 
vented him. I begged he would fit fill, and 
hoped I ſaw him better. My dear madam, 
anfwered he, I thank you, I am much mend- 
ed, but unable to move, or I ſhould not have 
fat ſtill when ſo fair a lady entered the room. 
Why, George, this is indeed a daiſy; I never 
ſaw a finer girl in my life: you rogue, this is 
better than going abroad; this is ſomething 
like, this is fomething like, repeated he, rubs 
bing his hands. Yes, yes, I thought you had 
a good taſte, you would not have been a Med- 
way elſe ; but I had no notion I ſhould find het 
ſo handſome. I concluded half you faid was 
| lover's rapture, and had no exiſtence; but I 
muſt confeſs this lady is very fair, very fair, 
indeed. You need not bluſh,”madam, *tis true, 
upon my ſoul. I never ſaw during the whole 
time I attended at court, and that was twenty 
years, madam, fo fine a woman; indeed I ne- 
ver did, you may believe me; the word of 
Sir William Medway, continued he, (pulling 
up his gouty ſtockings) was always as good as 
his bond; and I again repeat, I never ſaw f6 
fine a girl in my life.“ Your approba- 
| | H 2 * bs itt LP tion, 


1972 FEMALE STABILITY. 
bation, Sir William, anſwered I, does me a 
great deal of honour, and I ſhall always be 
happy to deſerve it.“ I dare ſay you will, 
madam, ſaid he, and I am ſure you will always 
have it, Hem, hem ! upon my ſoul, George, 
ſhe. is a prodigy of ſenſe; I am balf in love 
with her myſelf; no 1a woman would have 
been approved. of by me: but 1 knew you was 
a Medway, and. depended on your taſte. Ha, 
Mr. Aimworth, I did well, certainly I did 
well; I have been an. excellent uncle to him; ; 
indeed he deſerved it, he is a good boy, a 
very good boy; prodigiouſly like his. poor fa- 
ther, who was a lad of infinite ſpirits. and as 
good a a ſoldier as ever lived. Having no chil- 
dre en or my own, I determined to adopt George, 
as his mother was a woman [I regarded very 
much; for you muſt know this lad's father al- 
ways. aſked my opinion in every thing, becauſe 
] was his elder brother, and beſides. he had a 
great dependance on my Judgment, and there- 
fore conſulted me on his marriage. 1 ſaw the 
dy and finding the \ was beautiful and well 
cſcended, conſented to the match directly. 
Though 1 was a great admirer of beauty, I 
could not give up birth; and as both were 
united in this lady, we did not ſtand upon the 
matter of fortune, but tied them together with 
the utmoſt expedition. The mother of this 
young gentleman died five years after his birth, 
when 
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when my brother was out of England, which 


cauſed me to take her fon. When the poor 


Captain returned, he was ſo ſhocked at his 
wife's death, that it broke his heart in a little 
time. He was an honeſt and worthy man, and 
L remember him as an honour to his family. 

He teft his ſon to my care, and intreated me, 
when he was old enough, to let him go into 
the army, if he had the teaſt inclination for 
that ſchool of honour and bravery. To make 
him happy, I promiſed he ſhould ; but it coft 
me many a pang for his ſafety. Would you 
believe it, ladies, when he was going to leave 
the kingdom, as I thought, I was miſerable; 
and when he had a reprieve, no qdtidel.hycoult 
behave more fooliſh? To be ſure I have the 
greateſt affection for him, and he has pleaſed 
me ſo much in the diſpofal of his heart, that 
I could, and will reſign my whole fortune to 
him on the day of marriage. But, upon my 
foul, ladies, I ought to make a great” many 
apologies to you, for thus taking up your time; 
however I hope' you will pardon a talkative; 
old, gouty fellow; that is happy to a degree to 
ſee 1 he wiſhed likely to be accompliſhed in 
the union of this object of his paternal re- 

gard with a lady fo fair and of ſo good a fa- 
mily.“ 4 My dear ſir, anſwered "Caroline; 
make not the leaſt apology, we are all delight- 
ed to ſee you in ſuch high. ſpirits, and ſuare in 
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your ſatisfaction. I dare fay Charlotte will 
xacreaſe it as much as is in her power.“ Ves, 
yes, replied Sir William, I have no doubt but 


the will: ſhe is all good nature and ſmiles, 


Tell me, young lady, will not you make an 
old man happy?“ Indeed, fir, I will make 
you perfectly ſo, anſwered I, if it is in my 
power,” That it is, upon my ſou], return- 
ed he: only give your hand to this young man, 


and tell him you will one day be his wife. I 


hear you have not abſolutely promiſed him; 
only let me hear you ſay ſo, and I ſhall be as 
happy as a king.” I did not expect this, and 
I believe looked very fooliſh and hung down 
my head, heſitated, and was in the utmoſt con- 
fuſion, 5+ Coane, corat;'madam;”faid Sir Wil- 
liam, (taking my hand, and looking in my 
downcaſt face) you will make George happy, 
upon my foul you mult ; let me give him this 


| hand, and tell him it ſhall one day be his.“ 


« It ſhall, fir, anſwered I, (giving Medway 
my hand) I promiſe the Colonel to be his wife, 


but I muſt not be preſſed for the performance 
of that promiſe; he muſt engage to wait till I 


voluntarily fulfil it.“ „Ves, that he mall, 
ſaid Sir William, rubbing his hands: that's 


right, that's right, juſt as it ſhould be, upon 


my ſoul. George ſhall not ſolicit the perfor- 
mance of your promiſe till you are inclined to 


| malie if he does, I Will diſenherit him.“ 
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«You need not apprehend, fir, I ſhall act con- | 
tradictory to your inclinations in this reſpect, 
(anſyyered the Colonel); then addreſſing me, 
and taking my hand with the greateſt reſpect, 
% My Charlotte's commands ſhall be my guide; 
you have made me too happy, my love; 1 
want words to expreſs my felicity; my feelings 
crowd ſo faſt upon me, I cannot give utterance 
to them; my life alone can ſpeak the j joy I feel 
at this moment,” 
He preffed my hand, ant feated himſelf by 
me. Sir William was overjoyed, and 1 
to have forgot his gout, but it ſoon reminded 
Him by a ſadden twinge: however, he declared 
he did not value it 4 braſs farthing, for he 
would be content to ſuffer a ſevere fit to com- 
pleat his nephew's happineſs. Mr. and Mrs. 
Aimworth congratulated us both ſo ſeriouſly, 
that it was ſome time before J was clear. whe- 
ther I was nor married in earneſt, inſtead of 
being only promiſed ; but I foon reflected that 
the knot was not tyed, and there were yet ſome 
hopes of eſcape ; however I did not tell the 
good people this idea, but ſuffered them to 
enjoy the fatlsfaction I had occaſioned without 
interruption. To confeſs the truth, I was far 
from unhappy myſelf; the tender 25 delicate 
behaviour of Medway on this occaſion, had 
made a kind of impreſſion that I never felt be- 
fore” in his favour, and I paſſed a moſt agree- 
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_ © able day. Sir William, would hardly. ſuffer me 
. out of his fight to ſce the Caſtle; however, af- 
ter much perſuaſion, he permitted the Colonel 
to attend me: it is nobly furniſhed, and very 
ſpacious. I did not take much notice of it, as 
Medway kept talking to me on a much more 
intereſting ſubject: he pleaſed me fo well in 
that converſation, that I declare to you, ma- 
dam, I did not repent the promiſe I had made 
in his favour all day, nor ever ſince. At part- 
ing, Sir William made us engage to ſee 
him every day, which we haye regularly dane, 
and he appears fonder of your Charlotte every 
| hour, Will not my aniable mother be amazed 
to find, from my own hand, that her mad- 
headed girl has abſolutely contracted herſelf, 
and to the ſatisfaction of all her friends? Who 
would have thought I ſhould ever proceed fo 
mechanically? I ſwear I can hardly believe it 
myſelf. I thought to find Medway give him- 
ſelf airs on my preference, but no ſuch thing; ; 
he is, if poſſible, more humble, and attentive 
to oblige than before. In ſhort, my dear ma- 
dam, I find the woman who makes choice of a 


man of ſenſe, has nothing. to fear from ac- 


knowledging her partiality. I have wrote a 
long letter, but Y need not make any apolo- 
gies. Be ſo obliging as to ſhew. this letter to 
Miſs Belville; I flatter myſelf ſhe will honour 
| By, conduct with her e 5 the was al- 
ways 
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ways a ſtrong advocate for the Colonel, and it 
will delight her gentle nature to find I have 
removed his apprehenſions. I am glad you 
have ſeen her Hiſtory: I could not have told 
you the heads of it without breaking my 
heart. Was there ever ſuch a woman! I love 
her beyond idea. Fo eonfeſs the truth that 
affecting narrative of her's was the chief reaſon 
that influenced me to make the conoeſſions -I 
did to Medway; 1 thought how miſerable 1 
ſhould be was heaven to ſnateh him from me;, 
and he be ignorant of my attachment from my 
own lips. Adieu, my deareſt and ever ho- 
noured madam: accept the duty of all: your 
by with that of your”! 5114 


EntanLovrE DoKCaxxon: 
$ — 


P. 9. Sir William and dis Colonel beg 
leave to. kiſs your hands; the latter: ſends! his 
reſpets to Miſs Belville, n Arundel and 
Sir Edward; as Ed. 


. 


; - Fu 


* i - 22 


A. 8 to up Anne, | 
Ahjitle- Grebe. 


7; 


I get e to bpm my Harftet in- what 
manner we ſpent yeſterday. As L knew the: 
entertainment of the evening, I dreſſed a. good 
Ne We went early to the Abbey, and were 

1 Hs 1 received 
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received: with the utm̃ aſt ſatisſaction by the 
whole family. Sir Edward was rather out of 
ſpirits on aeeount of his departure, but other- 
wiſe very agreeable. 1 We paſſed the day | pleaſ- 
ingly, and about ſix in the evening the com- 
pany began to come. When they were all 
eallected together they made a brilliant ap- 
pearance. Lord Arundel danced with a Mifs 
Ambrofs, a very great beauty: I hoped his 
fair partner might make fome impreſſion on 
kim, but no ſuck thing; his eyes were always 
turned towards your Adeline- When we had 
gone down one dance, we found: the heat ſo 
inſupportable, that ws agreed not to dance any 
longer, but to ordex the muſiek in the wilder- 
neſs... This was propaſed by Sir Edward, and 
immediately conſented to by all the company. 
Accordingly, hen we had reſted half an liour 

to recover; ourſelves ſrom the fatigue.of- our 
firſt dance, we'xretized: to the wilderneſs; each 
gentleman leading his partner. Sir Edward 
and I, being deeply engaged in converſation, 
ſtruck into a different path from the reſt of the 
company. The evening was beautifully ſe- 
rene; the gloomy appearance of the trees, thro” 
which the moon emitted her filver beams, 
joined to the twinkling of the ſtars, made it 
_ delightful; the diſtant fallaf-the waters had a 
pleaſing eſſect from, the ſtillneſs of the night. 


. You may remembers Nt eG J formerly 
5 deeſcribed 


„ 


FEMA! LE E STA BILITY, 170 
int this beautiful place, to 79 We, | 
had rambled without intention to the utmoſt 
extent of it. The ſhade of the trees began to 
diſappear, and the moon ſhone forth. in all her | 
glory. We ſeated ourſelues on a bench, and 
viewed the celeſtial aten ond us e 
utmoſt ee. 8 * 
alu 2003 54! 

| 4 ee oe all a birth, 
And fix'd them high to light this ſpot of earth: 
Talnamdon! D gon pes „inis We com- 

FP mands, 4 
Sinkehalykrotmancs of almighty: nts: 200. 
Alb nature hails him as ſupreme and good. 
We trace the deity. through ev*ry flood. 
The daſhing; ſeas/proclaim his power on highy 
u W ts wg amine Wen 


on 


* How much dire will the refer of 
theſe few ſhort minutes give me, Miſs Belville, 
faid Sir Edward, when I am far from' you! E 
ſhall regard this evening as the happieſt of my 
liſe. Oh, that I could ecroud the N 
of it into the contracted ſpace of this night, I 
ſhould be exquiſitely happy for a little time, an 
then have no more to do with earth, but qui 
it with the ſame ſatis faction a Ailtreſſel man 
leaves his priſon for the inheritance of a great 
fortune and a ſtately n Perhaps e 


* 
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. might ſhed one tear over my grave, and. ſay, 
© Here fleeps' one that had à real affection for 


| fay, my amiable. girl, is the requeſt] have 


. x 


me; I do not injure the memory of Mr. Gren- 
ville by this ſmall tribute I pay to his love.” 
That idea, continued he, my Adeline, would 
make - me happy in my dying moments.“ 
«Alas; Bir Edward, ſaid I, Why do you tak 
thus melancholy? I ſhould ſnhed many tears for 
you; nor would the ſhade of my Auguſtus be 
offended at it was he acquainted with it. Vour 
friendſhip would: certainly demand at leaſt the 
POOr tribute. of tears; Mr. Grenvil le himſelf 
would have given them to you, had he known 
the regard you entertained for his Adeline. He 
was the moſt generous of men, and would have 
been the firſt tohave lamented worth like your's, 
had it pleaſed heaven to bave permitted him to 
outlive you. But let us not think: of thoſe 
ferious ſubjeQs now : when do oy think of 
returning? <* Inimitable goodneſs ! ſaid he, 
kiſſing my hand, how delicately do you. behave ? 
Oh, Nit Belville, my affection for yau is and 
mall be what vou deſire; look on you as. my 
ſiſter: will you not in that character ſuffer me 
to inform you. of what happens to me? You 
may depend on my returning to the place that 
will hel} all I tenderly regard i in. the world, 
with the. greateſt expedition in my power, but 


8 too preſumptuous, or Mp I Nope to have 
it 


| / 
i. 
, *_— 


* 
* 


it 922-46: Fans; may, Sir Edward, re- 


turned I; ** ſhall rejoice to hear of your Welz 


fare, and will anſwer your letter with the plea - 
ſure of a ſiſter who writes to a juſtly beloved 
brother.” I thank you, cried he, I wiſh Icould 


command expreſſions | ſufficiently. deſcriptive 


to convey to you the feelings your uniformity. 
of conduct has excited ; but that is impoſſible: p- 
my heart is too much affected by your goodneſs 


to expreſs its ſenſations in the common form 


of language; it would yield its vital heat to 
make you happy, yet it cannot tell you ſo.” 
He 1 was all agitation, I laid my hand on his 
arm with the greateſt expreſſion of. affection; 
& You need no farther explain your feelings, 
aid I, they are well underſtood by me; your 
| looks, your behaviour reveal them to me more 
forcibly | than any words can do; be aſſured I 
am truly ſenſible of your regard, and feel for 
you, as I haye often told you, the pureſt and 
moſt d: fintereſted friendſhip. My gratitude is 
engaged by the many kind marks of eſteem I 


have received from you, and will never end 


but with my life.” “ am ſatisfied, replied he, 
my dear, angelic girl; forgive me for the me- 
Tancholy turn I would have given our diſcourſe, 
but you' have convinced mne that I was to 
blame, in the tendereſt, the moſt delicate man- 
ner. How little am I worthy of the regard 
you honour me e with, who am so much your 
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cold: had we not 'bet er return. T4 e houſe ?” 


: a I began, to think of it, Sir Edward, „ faid F 

We aroſe, net, 12 immerged's among the thick- 
| eſt of the wilderneſ: ON in man. _ entirely 
impervious tb the beams of the moon. We 


talked on matters leſs ferjous, and 1 obſerved 
with pleafure, he began to recover his ſpirits, 
when ſuddenly turning out of the path, we 
came to the bottom of 95 long walk that leads 
op to the temple of love; an appearance, of 
nent cauſed me to look up, and the nobleneſs 
the licht agreeably furprized” me. The 
ral was illuminated with numberleſs lamps, 


| Hung i in a variety of forms round "the | trees ; a 


quantity of the freſheſt flowers were ftrewed up- 
om it, that occaſioned a charming perfume, The 
femple Was illuminated 'i in the ſame manner; 
all round the pillars were , fe ons of lamps that 
made 3 it as light 3 25 Says 3 'a x beautiful ul, tranlpa- 
rent painting appeared over "the dome, repre- 


| ſenting Friendlhip with her hand, on the head 
of a boy. drawn as. Cupid, and laid aſleep by 


her power: Sbe held a myrtle ſprig in 
her hand, that Was inimitabl imitated, and 


proved the Kill o of the artiſt. We appearance 
of the company, the muſic, and the gleganes 


of the decorations, were the moſt agreeable 
| ſurprize I. had for ſome time, experienced. I 


told Sir Edward how much I Was charmed 
with 


1 4 
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Sith een ec his taſte. It makes me 
infinitely: happy, Miſs Belville, ſaid he, to 

have any efforts of mine meet with your appro— 
bation, and eſpecially thoſe that were done to 
entertain you; among which the preſent was 


intended. I thank you, Sir Edward, re- | 


turned I, you will confer ſo many obligations 
Nee that 1 ſhall. not be able to! return 
He was prevented from replying by 
Liv Se nat Miſs Ambroſs, who jojned 
us. L obſerved an evident deſire in this lady 
to. attract the attention of the Earb; and was 
forry to ſind that, with her beautiful perſon, 
ſhe poſſeſſed a leſs beautiful mind; an air of 
arrogance ſat on her features, and the ſeemed 
to think no woman but herſelf, among the 
company, deſerved the leaſt notice. She ap- 
proached me with a viſible air of triumph, as 
if the thought her being with a man of quality 
intitled her toit. I could not help ſmiling as 
ſhe advanced. My Lord let go her hand to 
ſpeak to Sir Edward. Do you know Lord 
Arundel, madam?” ſaid ſhe to me with a care 
leſs geſture. I do, madam,” anfwered I. 
« Well, I vow he is immenſely handſome, ſaid 
ſhe, and the gallanteſt man that ever I met 
wich. I had no idea how infinitely agreeable 
he. was til} he begged me to dance with him, 
and then indeed I difcovered it.” He not only 
Fm rn 
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madam, anſwered- I, but he has one of the beſt 
hearts that ever adorned ahuman being. Lhave had 


an opportunity of knowing bis worth on more 


occaſions than one, and I may with juſtice pro- 


nounce, he is really an honour to the rank in 
which he is placed“ Very likely, madam, 


replied. ſhe with a! vacant look, I think he 


dreſſes the beſt, and is the moſt elegant noble- 
man I know.“ The approach of the Earl 
ſtopped her wee beer „My charming Ade- 
line, ſaid he, taking my hand, Sir Edward has 


informed me of your. condeſcenſion; how 
much am I obliged to you for: it ? you have 
made me happy by your attention to my 


friend. How. infinitely are you ſuperior to 


the little forms and punctilios of cuſtom.] you 


are worthy to ſhine forth the dignified m 
ple, and to meet the adoration of, all mankin 


Oh no, my lord, anſwered I; ſmiling, that 
would be too. much; but had we not; better 


enter the temple? I fear this young. lady may; 


find ſome effect from the evening air, not quite 
ſo agreeable.” © The caution is certainly right, 
madam, anſwered my Lord, and for heaven's: 
ſake, take care of your on health; reflect 
what would become 2 Sir Edward and me, if 
you was to be ill.!“ J ſmiled, and pave my: 
band to Wilmot, as Miss Ambroſs idid-her's 
to my Lord, with a look of the utmoſt aſto- 


* at our intinaep. We all. went into 


a a4 
* 


| the 
i 1 F * ? 


Þ BMA: L K. STAB FELT Ye | 185 | 
the temple, where we found e of the 
company. As ſoon as Sir Harry ſaw us he ad- 
vanced towards me, This reſidence of love, 
(ſaid he) wanted nothing to make it compleat 
but the preſence of Venus, who not being able 
to come herſelf has ſent a nymph ſtill fairer to 
| ſupply her place. That ſeat, madam, continued 
he, pointing to an ivory throne, that ſtood at 
the upper end of. the room, is only fit to re- 
ceive ſuch unrivalled beauty as your's.”* I looked 
towards it, and ſaw 1 in large letters this.inſcrip- 
tion wrote over it, The ſeat prepared for 
beauty 's ſelf. He took one hand, and, Sir 
Edward the other, and was leading me towards 
it, but I, ſtopped, and ſmiling, thanked them 
for the compliment they meant to pay me, tho 
J muſt beg leave to decline it. Sir Harry 
proteſted that no woman in the world but my- 
ſelf was fair enough to ſet there, and inſiſted I 
ſhould. comply. I am obliged to you, Sir 
Harry, 5 (returned Ha for the partiality you 
ſhew me, as well as the reſt of my friends, but 
if that affection makes you ſo blind, I muſt beg 
leave to make uſe of my own reaſon in this 
caſe, and. abſolutely refuſe to take that ſeat, 
which for meę will ever remain vacant. That 
it ſhall, , madam, (anſwered Sir Edward) i 
you will not honour it with an eee 
other can be properly placed there. ; Miſs Am- 
broſs ſeemed not at all. pleaſed. at this piece f 
e | LN gal- 


* 
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_ | gallantry offered to me, eſpecially as her part. 
ner joined in begging me to comply with their 


_ - intreaties, for which reaſon I was forry, as I 


Cantor dear to give pain to any one. 125 
Sir Harry was in amazing ſpirits, and very 
en full of compliments to me, but I 
had been ſo long uſed to them that I did not 
greatly attend to what he ſaid. We danced in 
the temple, which was elegantly decorated, for 
ſeveral hours, and no objection was made to 
the heat; indeed, this was much eooler than 
the houſt. When we were tired we returned 
to the next room, where an elegant collation 
uns prepared. The muſte played aff the time 
;* e were at fupper,. and--nethingicoulkd be bet- 
ter conducted: When” we had fnifhed, dan- 
ein wus again propoſed, but declined by al- 
moſt all the company<' Sir Edward w 
me he ſhould be happy to ſpeak a word to me in 
tie other rom: IL aroſt and walked with him 
thicher. He was ſilent a momènt; at laſt, M 
dear Mifs Belville, (ſaid he) perhaps you will 
be diſpleaſed that J intreated 'your company 
only to bid you adieu. 1 am going to leave 
you, perhaps ſomething may prevent our ever 
| mesting again; not tliat think there will, dut 
hkuman nature is Hable to ſo nam ealamfties, 
ae ure not ſecure à moment. Indeed we 
ate not, (anfwered I, ſigking]! but 1 hope 
Heaven "” „ ** the reſt of 
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your friends in ſafety.” « J hope ſo too; (faid 

he) but yet, Adeline, if it ſhould not, I ſhall 

have the ſatisfaction of reflecting I have taken 

a laſt farewell of you. Adieu, moſt beloved 

of women! (continued he, throwing his arme 

about me) Permit me this. one dear embrace at | 

parting! with you! may the great guardian of 

the univerſe: preſerve you from every ill, nd 

make your days paſs on in peaceful ſerenity . 

He ſtopped; and wetted my cheek with the 

drops of ſenſibility that fell from his eyes. I 

could not conceal my feelings, but — 

them by liquid torrents. Mey every with 

for my ſafety, (anſwered 1) return on our 

own head, my ever · eſteemed friend; and every 
deſire of my heart in your favour be granted, 
and then you will be exquiſitely happy. I de- 
pend on your promiſe of hearing from you, that 

| only will conſole me for your departure.” He 

| could not anfwer, but ardſe, and walked; up 

| At length, coming more to himſelf, he ap- 

ö proached, and taking my hand, We wilt rez 

: turn tothe company, Miſs Belville, (ſaid he) 

N I am perfectly contented; you are all goodneſs 

ran: 1 Mf ever beheäſber you! behaviour 

, this evening wich the moſt heart-felt ſatisfac2 

e tion.“ We entered again the other room, after 

C I had wiped the ſoft traces of ſenſibility from 

f my cheek. No one obſerved us but Lord 

* 0, | Arundel. | 
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Arundel. Engaging ſoftueſs! (ſnid he, 
preſſing my hand) how does that gl iſt'ning drop 
add to the brillianey of your eyes!“ I ſeated 
myſelf, and we ſtaid after this ſome time lon- 
ger. The company began to £9, and Mrs. 
Evelin enquired if I was ready. I told her ! 
was; the coach drove to the door; Sir Edward 
put me into it. Once more farewell, (ſaid 
he, in a low voice) Heaven preſerve you!“ 
Sir Harry ſtepped in, and prevented my reply: 
I kifſed may hand to him, and ee, 708 
Mes eee 1 
Mrs, Evelin talked a good deal to her be- 
7 ther, but'T joined not in their diſcourſe; m 
thoughts were engaged by the amiable Sir Ed- 
ward. I retired to my own apartment as ſoon 
as we came home, and attempted to fleep, but 
the agitation of my ſpirits prevented me a great 
while: at length I ſueceeded, and in a tempo- 
rar oblivion Joft' the remembrance of every 
thing. I fear I have exhauſted your: patience, 
my dear Harriet, and will no farther enlarge 
than to ee 1 am — your's, . 

Cad birth ekt Aran BxTvIIII. 
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| I Hal zul fat * to gixe my Adeline the 


account; of our ſecond. viſit. to the hermit, as 1 


ſhall fill. call him, when your laſt letter was 


brought me: the peruſal of that determined me 


to proceed with my. recital immediately; but 
firſt let me thank you for the two letters now 
before. me. My Adeline is the beſt of friends. 


How often have I bleſſed the happy day that } 


brought us acquainted]. I well remember the 


appearance of yo and Miſs Somners, the 


morning you came to Mrs. Well ford's, engaged 
my infant affection, and I wiſhed to be eſteem'd 
by you. I ſucceeded in that wiſh, and ſoon 


became the ſelected favourite of both. Oh, 


my admired Miſs Belville, how pleaſingly does 
my memory dwellion that innocent and happy 
period! I could write for erer on it. But -I 
forgot; you are impatient to hear more of the 
venegable: recluſe. Qn the appointed day, 


which was laſt Monday, Sir James attended 


us to the hermit's habitation. At the farm we 
left the carriage, and proceeded on foot to the 


ſage man's.refidence.. 'When-: we came to the 
enttance of the thick wood, my mother was 
half afraid to go on when ſhe found the path 
lo yery narrow; however we proceeded, and 
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ſoon gained the open part of the wood, Her 
ſutprize and delight were equal to ours at the 


50 firſt ſight of thoſe rude beauties here colleQed, 


and ſhe ſtood for ſome time gazing at them 
with aſtoniſhment. The old gentleman was 
fetting- on the ſame ſtone where we had firſt 
feen him. He arofe and walked towards us: 
<< My children, ſaid he, I thought it long fince 
I ſaw you; you are heartily welcome to my 
Humble houſe; I have reflected on our laſt in- 
terview with lesbare; it delights me to find I 
was not deceived in you. My good young 


lady, (continued he to me) the ſight of you 
has already raiſed my ſpirits, that were before 


at a very low ebb.“ I am happy, fir, an- 
ſwered I, to add to your content by any 


means: give me leave to introduce my mo- 
_ ther,” She advanced towards him: he took 
her hand with the -utmeſt reſpect; Receive, 


madam, ſaid he, the congratulations of an old 


man on the treaſure you poſſeſs in this lady.” 
_ 6:My Harriet, ſir, anſwered ſhe, is indeed 


the beſt of children, nor would I reſign her 


for the greataſt earthly treaſure. I am happy 


to find ſhe has obtained the regard of ſo vene- 


table a man, and hope ſhe will profit as ſhe 


ought by your advice,” I thank you, ma. 
dam, anſwered he, for allowing me to look 


on this amiable girl as my daughter; I ſhall 
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will you not favour-me with your company in 
the houſe? I hope you mean to paſs the day 
here? We do, ſir, anſwered my mother; 
and leſt you ſhould not be provided for ſo large 

an addition to your family, 1 have brought 
ſome proviſions. with me.” He ordered 
his ſervant: to prepare the things we: had 
brought, and we followed him into his peace- 
ful dwelling, which was in the moſt perfect 
order. We ſeated ourſelves in the parlour, 


and after ſome general converſation, the ſage 


old man addreſſed us—— 


Samara Mags 


to relate the reaſons of my' retiring from the 


world: I ſuppoſe this lady (turning to my mo- 
ther) was informed of that engagement, and 


maſt likely is deſirous of hearing my detail. 


(She bowed) I will oblige you, my amiable 
gueſts, ſaid he, but firſt I muſt beg of you to 
walk into a part af my palace which you have 
not yet ſeen.” He aroſe, and led us through 

a variety of ſmall paths to the oppoſite fide of 
the rock: here the fiream flowed more gently, 


and in many places hardly erept. We paſſed: 


a great part of it, and came to a eavity en- 
tirely free from water, at the mouth of which 
was rolled a large ſtone. Tho ſage removed it 
eaſily, and ſtooping a little, entered the cave, 
bidding us do the ſame. We did ſo, and hav- 


1 en * a kind of 


paſſage, ; 


x 


wz PEMALE. STABILA Ny. 


i ; 83 : | | 
paſſage, we came to the open part of the ca- 
vern, which was very extenſive, though I did 


nat diſcover it *till our conductor had ſtruck a 


light. When the candle appeared, the rock 
ſeemed built of ten thouſand brilliant compo- 


ſttions; the jutting- out pieces of ſhining ſtone, 


which were apparently hanging from the ſides 
of the rock, made a light more beautiful than 
imagination can form. The roof of this 
charming place is very lofty, and ſeems as if 
cut out in various fhapes. In one part the 
glittering top appeared tumbling on our heads; 
in atiother it was ſmooth and clear as liquid 


eryſtal. In the: mid{tiof the cave was placed 


a ſmall mat, on which ſtood a table with 


globes ; a book and lamp lay by them. The 


old gentleman ſmiled at the amazement we 


diſcovered, and lighting his lamp, the rock 


ſeemed in a gleum of light. When 1 wiſh to 
retire from the world, ſaid he, and the common 
appearance of nature, K. ſeek her in this ca- 


vern; the garb ſhe wears here is fo different 
from that ſhe ordinarily appears in, that it 
agreeably varies my contemplations on her 


power, and not only my eyes are delighted by 


the beauties of this cave; but my ears are en- 


chanted with the moſt entertaining muſick. 
When I am ſilent, you will hear it likewiſe.” 
He ceaſed ſpeaking, and liſtening atten- 
Wm we could 3 _ the guggling of 
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water From the ourfde the rock ; the warblings 
of ViHbus Birds in the wood, which the . 
of this cave dearly preſented to us, compleated | 
the harmony, which delighted us all. Sir 
James obſerved, he could not help i int ining 
he Was i in the 91208 of Echo. ruly, 
my fon, (He the venerable Hel chat 
2 55 18 e ted to t the Place; no one but 
aid jj ry I a ever "inhabited | it. 


I ſometimes hold a converſation. with the 


nymph, who clearly 1 repeats What 1 fay; F if 
you will walk to the top of the cave you will, 
find it ſo.” Sie js walked to the upper- 
end, and audibly faid, * « Come kithery — Mit 


Abinton.“ A. ſoft 1 wor yoice repeated the, 
words, buling 6 in a ce on the laſt 
ſyllable. I believe we. t have admired 
the beauties of this romantic ſpot all day, had 


not y mother intreated the hermit to favour t 


us with the Wſtory he bad promiſed, J A 
pauſing a little, be began as foNows:.;, 
. My Rory is far from entertaining, but : 28 
you Are deſirous. of knowing itz I will begin. 
without. an y apology... The name of my father 


1 ſhall 3 under that of Mortimer: he was 


bred for the church, aud no greater ortament 
to h is clath « ever lived. I do not remember my 
mother, but he. bas often, told me ſhe was an. 

amiable woman, He was polleſſed of a good 


4 living, and had no child but me, whom he 


Vox. III. I intended 
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fel een Thad Ye ne Veheld,. TIAL: 


intended for holy « orcęt IM Mx. educatiop was 


ſt irperintenged by by my 8 .Who: n himſelf. 


an excellent ſcholar; n his. affe tion for me made 
Kuo | imagine T. was a pregi 1 60 ſenſe. . The 
capacity I. "garly_ dilcoyer occaliencd. bim 
iſe Ro and the often, -uſed to, 
ſay he lieved no man aye, was more perfectly 
contented! than' he was, hen f 1 ha 
ders, T returned | to my father, f or &h 
duty: as he was then very o old, And imhem.. k 
more than a twelvemonth y we 157 in the ee 
ful retirement where 1 received life, enjoying 
every moderate "pleaſure, and particularly that 
of relieving the? wants of 0 our fellow-creatures, 
when the repoſe” S my life v Was, broken, by.: a 
Jung thdy, whole Aither Bad lately come to 
che Posten of: a Gnall eſtate in th ES % 
ſaw Miß Edwards at church, 195 Was not 

probf a e gainſt ber charms. She w J the love- 


I taken or- 
55 


ſbund 1 ho lde it 18 Sithqut, er. We 


T 1 


viſited them,” "ang the beauty of Maria became 


greater | in-my eyes the more I faw of "her. Her 
mind was a anitiable” as her perſon + was fair ; 
and 1 loved her with" the mag perfect affeftion. 
I found means of making it known to her, 


and had the happineſs to hear her tn c 


hes: gefitte beſõm was not indiffereh 4 me. 1 
declared thy 1 paffion ee . : 


boog E 6 1194 2 
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they both! willingly conſented, and 4 near day 

was appointed for our union; but befort it ar- 
rived, my amiable parent paid the debt of na- 
ture. Fhe ſhock I felt at his loſs; was infinite; 


and, for a great While, all tke endeavours of 


my beloved Maria were diſregarded, and I was 
indifferent to life; but Time, that gteat iron 
eiler, made me again look for wards for hap- 
pineſs. After the death of my father, I had 
taken poſſeſſion of the living in form, as it be- 
longed to our family, and made many prepa - 
rations for the 1eception-of my wife. We were 
married, and I believe ne man ever felt a more 
exquiſite ſhare, of felicity than I did on this oc. 
caſion. We lived in perfect harmony; each 
loved the other with infinite tenderneſs. Before 
the expiration of a twelvemonth, my dear Ma- 
ria preſented me with a daughter, the o 


child we ever had. This circumſtance! aug- 


mented our mutual happineſs. 1 will call this 
girl Matilda, though that is not her name. 
Vou may think, madam, continued he, turn- 


ing to my mother, this a ridiculous conceal- 


ment, but I have long reſol ved not to diſcover 
my real appellation,” < I beg, firy you Will make: 
known no more than is .agreeable, anſwered 


ſhe, we think ourſelves particularly diſtin- 


guiſhed by your confidence, and would not 
on any account, render the communications 
1 favour us with, the leaſſ 9 "You 


I 2 are 
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ate dery obliging, madam ſaid Mr. Mortimer, 
and: wil no longer detain you from the reſidue. | 

of em y hiſterye When my Maria was reco- 

Voered, the care and education of oür little 
Matilda engaged her attention as well as mine. 
Her growing beauty delighted us, and we diſ- 
covered in her infant mind the ſeeds of every 
virtue; we were her only inſtructors, and ſhe. 
niore than paid dur pains by the proficiency he 
made in every thing that was taught her. At 
the age; of fourteen ſhe was the moſt accom- 
ran I ever met with. 1 marked with 
| the ſoftneſs of her diſpoſition. She 
= had a turn for: ſerious ſpeculations, which I 
| | 5 ſtadiouſly cultivated; her heart was the ſeat of 
| humanity; no creature ever ſo inſignifieant 
= eſcaped her tender cate, if it ſtood in need of 
= aſſiſtance. As ſhe was the delight of her mo- 
\F ther and me, ſo was ſhe the admiration of the 

| whole' village. With her years her mind and 
perſon both improved. At eighteen ſhe was 
generally thought a beautiful woman. As this 
fair one is now, ſo bloomed forth Matilda, the 
S joy andicomfort of my life as well as of Ma- 
rs. The ſituation of the parſonage houſe 


| was very pleaſant, and the walks about it de- 
| lightful. - Matilda frequently walked alone 
= ahout the environs of it, as ſhe was fond of 
rural exerciſes. My wife and I ſometimes 
went with her, but oftener ſhe'was alone. 1 
| 2 46 obſerved 
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obſerved for ſome time 4 kind of. melancholy 
ſet on the features of my child, which I in 
vain: intreated to know the cauſe of. One 

evening I met her early going to take fer uſua) | 
walk; ſhe had Thompſon's: Seaſons in her 

band, and wann e ene 

part oſ at z 1175 


But happy they, he happie oft of Bir Bat, 
Thom gentler ſtars unite, and in ane fate 
Their hearts, their fene, and thr beings blend. 


When the had read the page, the nut the 
* and ſighing put it in her pocket; her 
eyes were fixed on the ground, and ſheappear- 
ed to ſhed tears. I was alarmed, and approach- 
ed her with the utmoſt tenderneſs: My dear 
Matilda, ſaid I, what cauſes this ameafneſs/T 
lee in you? why will you not truſt your: trueft 
friend“ << Alas, ſir, anſwered ſhe, I am 
aſhamed to tell you, my uneaſineſs ariſes from 
fuch a triſle, no more than the loſs of my fquir- 
rel, who died this morning; I know I am yery 
wesla but I cannethelp being ſorry for my lit- 
tle favourite. If that is all, anſwered I, 
you ſhall have anather. Call not your concern, 
weakneſs, my Matilda, you had long becgufed 
to its company and: that you ſhould regret the 
death of it, is by no means wonderful. Vo 
are all ſoftneſs and gentle humanity, my good 
girl, * L will. not detain you from purſuing 
250 | 13 - your: 
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i your walk; I cannot attend you, as I left your 
mother not quite well: farewell, you will not 
ſta late.“ Jembraced the darling of my heart, 
| and walked from her; I obſerved the ſtopped, 
and looked after me fome time, and appeared 
to wipe her eyes; however I would not increaſe 
her low ſpirits by returning, and therefore 
Went home to my wife, to whom I related 
| what had paſfed. Fhe told me ſhe fcared ſome- 
thing more than the loſs of her ſquirrel cauſed 
the uneaſineſs of Matilda, as ſhe had long ob- 
ſerved t, Rut did not chute to mention it, leſt 
+I ſhould; be made unhappy. Falking in this 
manner, we paſſed our time till near nine 
o'clock, when we gzew-wneaſy: that Matilda 
did not return, as ſhe ſeldom ſtayed out ſo late. 
My wife was almoſt diſtracted with a thouſand 
ears; nor was: L much better, though ſtrove 
to appear more compoſęd on her aceouſit- Ten 
clock came, and we heard nothing of hey. 
I difpatched ſervants and neighbours every 
way about the village. My wife was in fits, 
1 knew not what to do, and by chance walked 
into my daughter's chamber. I ſau A letter 
lie on the table, directed ſor me; I tore it 
open, and the contents were ſo umpreſſed on 
my memory that, at this diſtance of time, 1 
can repeat them to you. His agitation at this 
palace was exgeſſive. He walked up and down 
the cave ſeveral times 3 at laſt fitting down, 
e EX ke 
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ks went 0 0h g bimfelf jo my mother- 
ee Mule theſe words 3 | 
I Lin n or bg; a © ba Fu 
q __ How th: WH toll my. beloved and much ho- 


ther way, perhaps never bchold 
theit FAA abc A fatal prepoſſeſſion draws 


me from. their houſe and protection. Before 


this reaches their hands, their ungrateful 
daughter Will, be far from them, and in the 
poſſe ſſiom of him vo has long had her heart. 
Lam bound by the moſt ſolemn oath$ not to 
diſcloſe the name of him I fly wien but be 
aſſured he is gentleman, ab. one that loves 
me with the: fondeſt affectiom: he has promiſed 
to proceed with honor, and make me legally 
his, or I never would have given way to the 
impulſes of my heart, thougbi it adores the man 
Idee you for. Ab, pity and forgive my 
weikneſe 3 the combat was — ie 
duty and oh, and was unable to reſiſt the 
inſtigation of the: latter, nor could I fly the 
perſuaßana af 4 beloved and plant Pieder 
AMyihcart.is:torn with anguiſh at the theu 1 
 Sfulgaving: yu but tre yo Rn ith Cbn- 
Gifts, 4 hall ve, quitredrhis Wenders 
 bithorr When Eari:orartjed;>] ibo fe tur: d 
than myffl f your feet} for pardon; tat- 
onde ohtaiged Iiſhall be perfectiy bleſſed: your: 
will not{blaſh to look: uh the object of my 
love: At preſent he dared not hazard a diſco- 
1 -”} "Wk very 
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fuffered a clandeſtine union. Ah, gear 
rents, once mere Neffe! fue 61 1155 
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4 « Tli-fated girl, exclaimed I, then thou art 
undone! What will become of my poor Ma- 
_ zia? Ab, cruel Matilda, thou wilt deſtroy 
thy mother * H haſtened to my wife with this 
letter, and found her tolerably recoveted. I 
read it, to her with all che tenderneſs I could, 
and ſoftened the ſtroke: as much ab pofnble. 
However, with all my ente, wit had Ike 18 
hape been too much for her; yd rote; by 
ererx argument I. eouſd hint plz to -afſuage 
ker ſorro, though l was:almoſt' deprived-of 
ceaſon myſelf, by the ſhod het flight Had given 
| - Cage not deer by drerp ane 
dens do I know to this moment; albwe 
could learg was,: that ſhe/ certainly met a ,n 
iſguiled. as a obuntryman, abbut two miles 
from the houſe, every evening} and ſometimes 
twice a day that the very night he made her 
eſeape ſhe'was feen+(everal miles From the vile 
ber with che ſume man, in # poſt-Chaiſe and 
| „ r en i "ol 1D fares 


3 5 


CY 


FEMALE: STABILITY: 207. 


four. This confirmed my miſery ; my dear: 
Maria never held up her head afterwards. . We 
paſſed ten months, nor ever heard in all that 
time the ſmalleſt tidings of our deluded child. 
My wife was evidently declining, which al- 
moſt drove me to a ſtate of diſtraction. Itook: 
erery method in my power to find out the hap-» 
lefs Matilda; whom I pictured to myſelf in: 
the utmoſt -diftrefs, hut without ſ Abe The 
ſituation of our minds for fix. months longer is 
not to. be deſcribed- My wife \ was teduced to. 
ſ6 low a ſtate, that her life was deſpaited. of ; 
ſke” had the beſt phyficians ĩu the country: too 
attend her, but all: would not do; her heart! 
was broke, and eighteen months after the flight . 
of my ungrateful child,.T had the loſs er of 
Maria to lament! - 

« My dying wife tnilagdd "me, f ever 1. 
ſhould find Matilda, to pardon and protect 
Her. I. [promiſed her I would, but never after 
did I. ſee her. The place of my birth and 
ſeene of my paſt happineſi had now loft all. 
its charms, depfived of. what. 1 held . defter: 
than myſelf, I therefore pub a curate into myo 
Wigg,, whihn I could truſt, and detarminet d& 
ſeek; fone ſolitary relidence, where T might end: 
my days without obſervation. To the man 1* 
appointed to ſucceed, me in my - pariſh, I im-- 


parted" my ſcheme, and gave to him. one hal t. 


fle. the other he was once a year to 
r 


— 
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convey to me by the, means of the woman you 
faw, who was a ſervant of my wife's, and. 
begged to attend me in wy retitement. Ac- 
corfingly, with. a heart almoſti broke, I took. 
Jeave, of my once beloved village, agd. with. 
| horieſt Suſan ſet fortk. to ſee the moſt ſecluded. 
part, of the world. We paſſed. through. many 
counties before 1 found | a place to:my mind; 
at Jalt I came to this ſpot. The err 
gloom... that, appeared - in this wood, was 

well adapted to the frame- oſ my thoughts. 
The ; Cottage where. now, live had formerly 
been the, habitation, of. a. woodman,. and was 
greatly, out of, repair, 1 purchaſed. i it at a. 
fmall. expence, and wade, it fit for my pur- 
hoſe. The humble furniture you, ſee about it 
Was bought by Suſan at a neighbouring town, 


and when my, cet was. finafhed I fred myſelf 
here, with 2 firm intention of ending my days: 

in the, midſt, of this, Wood. L. often wrote to 
wy curate, ang \-pged him to make every en- 
quiry. after my loſh, Matilda, and, if he ſuc-- 
veeded,, to, aſſure her of a. father $ love. and: 
fo fond torgiveneſs;, but he. has, never. heard of. 
ner kom that day. 10 tis he con j i 
to me once in three months, as Ks our Ws 
went. In ten years that 1 hays liyed here, I. 
haye Never been diſturbed by. any, one, l Sir 
a James and this young lady found. out my ha- 
dias the other , tay; ber. I; N an!. 


8 F Matilda, 


N on 
CDI 7 


cet Such, 


II 
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Wild, cauſed; an undeſcribable emotion - 
vi N heart; I wiſhed to behold her again; 
I. feel, for her all that tenderneſs I: once 
liche en any ungrateful girl, who ſo cruelly; 
fled, the protection of a father for a. vile: ſedu - 
I. fears was the villain ſhe went 
With. Had ſhe: been married, I ſhould have 
heard, from her; n eee 
ne more! ü rn 4% 
We thanked. the ene eee 
for che entertainment he had given us, and: 


ſought, by every method in our power, to ba- 


niſtx the remembranceof-his'misfortumes;s. W | 
quitted the cavern, and returned to the cot- 
tage; where>we found our dinner ready: Ne 


paſſed, the reſt of the day very agreeably, In 
th de my, mother propoſed taking our 
oP. which, we. reluctantly did. « I promised 
to | ſee e him often. Sir James, regretted, it yould 
not be.i in his power, on account of. his lea- 
ing the country, ſo ſoon. He took an affec- 
tionate leaye of us. With WE n | 


ted dis | ſolizary, dvellings;,ad. returned, to 
h ol if bl. charmed with this, eee 


[ ently hope the, regard he entertaing farayc,: 
= "be the means of making his concluding 
1 d . n have been. for ſome time. 
eline may be certain no endeavours of 
2 thall be wanting to accompliſh this de- 
fred 


r 


FEMA LE renn 1 
* IAT 2 4 LNA 
er end, nd regard bim with. the ; 
veneration. Sir James, who, is going to W 
me. next week, is very deſirous 1 ſhould 
often fre Mr. Mortimer, and. hopes in; time to. 
perſuade him to quit that ſequeſteted fpdt, und 
mix. once more with the world I but this'is a 
diſtant cunſideration: IL muſt bid vom adieu, 
my atuiable girl; Sir James wait för we, and 
as ont time tuge ther is ſo ſhort, L νiỹ,.ỹj make 
Him uneaſy by abſenting myſelf. langer 8 
"vs enn en nent 
. ors off. dreien Sate. 


tes 20 7 oH en yas N. 


5 Janan, Tourer quid bana. 


Ders. 12989 201 0 W 
> e el. 
8 —— "theo laſt: 
 * letrers; vol an 30 0 uf Ates 


very & Mr. Mortiine? aid his telatian of bis 
Hfe.” Udon an wid; Froemet, Re is 4 man, 
of infinite merit; I 'wolld give the "$4419 8 to. 
contribute to his happineſs. RT it. was poſe 
ſidle to feſtore his Matilda to 8 1 know not. 
what T would not; do dec pfl it; but I. 
feat he ever will experict e arp, % 
_ However, my Harriet, of whom de is TY 
dean food, will. a drgjoe Tu Al a 


vat! 4002 4 4 if Yuen 


7 
8 witich abe only a repetiti ono ly gef 
egg on 1283199 od yer In! 


1 $:1} hnmo?3Is 63 QUROEYT © Sd Hat K ede 
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2042 laſt, diſpatches, I was ſo.full of this, a>: 
» that I had not room to take natice of 
a 1 ecard part of your letter, which was, 


hs relating 1 to the Marquise de Reviers, ho, 
ve is , accompli _ nobleman ; 
| 5 e he ſhoulc , an im. 
| e Miſs: by ih ers e 

af ol, TE deſerye th lave: 
of that noble girl for y your CAT: rn. 


Lam happy ſhe ſhe does nbt o them: : It e 
be ſerving you. right to tell her what. 4 prett 


oro s on, +; 
ugh. ſo.m . 


i» 


ved ont 157 withdraw, her 
uy Hofer ive it POOR frees ck. 
hy ev meets aß 3 15 is utc 
F For ſhame, Freemer, do Loui more oer, 
2 Ji her Thcapable,. as' the really is,, of. 
.. Let fte hear no mgre af your fears, 
0 fy nk an inglipation.T « ſhould, inform 


agers What an Open you have of | her... | 
n cannot be in. e e, 
— 35 frat be at fartheſt Fray U | 

ce (+ 77 d. 
not. e . to f 


22 N eite 


DIit9 


"if POR 97 A * 
bit Re 8 Wet" Formerly. the thre 22 — Z 
I "ut c p 8 at 5 pe b ſüpport- 
able; 55 now. Yr haue contented]y { ſpept-t Wy Es: 
that time there 'F-tal | 12 was it not for my | 


met's Wimnihg t6 — ondon, 1 Eibl de -, 
1 fi e een 

KEN. Gy ago Bo, 95 88 3 ak 
bert, that he and the family would — 


the following day. with. us, if we were. diſen- 
gaged, as they heard 1. was going to. tojyn, and, 
0 would” not omit | ying their reſpecs once 
more to f ine before I le ft the Fark.“ Nit Betty, 
Was out of 1 the way. w. en the meſlage ca 
and my e)delt a aunt kent word the ſhould be glad. 
to fee them, of which ſhe informed her ſiſter] Bet-- 
ty as ſoonds he returned, with the greateſt m ild- - 
neſs. Not 1 with the informatjo he de- 
ntanded the card in a haughty tone; ty: Iſup- 5 
pbſe, kid ſhe, 1 id Was not e, 
to ſend by \ wor of 1 mouth.“ When. the had read 


it, with a Took of the * ſhe 


Ptocesded; dee u pon my word, M iſs Thompſon, | 
I think you might have. c d re 
you had Wblendtey 8 e 1 4 
Toms, 180 to be A 1 ih and. treated 

no poſe ts af t wa at 
gation der) oe Miſs 8 1 7 em 


anfwered* : other, BE 
ſivered the P 
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once thought of y , 1fir, (ſaid meg 
turning to me / wir a ſufficient quantity of rage 
collected in het oou¹ĩtenante ] it was you chat 
intended to inſult me by this kegle@;. I have 
engaged myſelf to drink cu] Miſs Newton; 
who would never forgive m; di inting her, 
as ſhe is. the molt regular womun nethe world. 
Te moſt formal, madam; you” mean, an- 
ſwered I, or ſhe would! never think of taking 
offence at a trifle hke this,  and-<on ſuch an oe 
caſion too but ſingle. ladies in- geheral, after 
they come to a oertain age, are very petulant: 
indeed: L hardly know · one inſtance to the con- 
trarys encept that hefore me, bowing.. Do. 
not think to pleaſe me with your flattery, Sir 
James, oried: ſhe, I will not hear my friends 
abuſed by you or. any one; therefore, unleſs 
you hold your tongue, and: treat both me and 
Miſs Newton; with pioper.reſpett, F will ſend 
for Joſeph; to turn: you out of the room. 
Oh, your ſervant; | Miſs Betty! (fad Ig. 
laughing) E-havewiſhed a long while to ænoõ . 
who was/your champion, and now I have diſ- 
covered j "lconjedtared ayeumg lady'of your: 
_ accompliſhments Was not without aK night to 
ſpread about your fame,:and'riow:I find: Joſeph 
is the happy. man. Vu ſee, my. dear madam; 
(continued .I to my aunt. Sukey):thereaſon of | 
this lady's not permitting Joſeph to comet into 
the parlbur the dar e went to Roſe- farm, 
439419? | Was,, 
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va, for, fear. the- tendarneſa of his glanees 
ſhould diſdover their amour. Amour, fir! 
(repeated: Mig Betty, exalting her. voice). do 
you inſinuste I have an amour. with my. own. 
ſeryant?**1;1/T he other. ladies: bueſt out a-- 
laughing. 4 her hand, and putting on 
= grave face, I me — „ Huſh, huſh, ma- 
dam, vou will, certainly go» farther. chan you 
with ; to be ſurs every hady muſt allow Joſeph, 
is a pretty, geateel, handſome young mens. 
and if a lady had. an affair with ſuch a one, it 
would. be no grrat : matter; keen your own : 
counſel, aunt Betty, and nobody will ſuſpect. 
you, upon my ſul they won't; and · as to my· 
elf; I would not for the world encounter Jo- 
ſeph ; I ſhould be cruſhed ina moment; there - 
fote Lw-ill not put you to the trouble of calling 
bim, but hap off while Lam in a whale ſkin.” 
took up my hat, and making a low: bow, 
left the ladies to eontend alane, and wmalked to 
Elm- wood to ſpand an hour with my Harriet. 
She was Writing to Miss n 
down immediately. As our converſatian con · 
faſted -anly; of: tender ſubjects, and would af-- 
ford ygu u entertainment, I will-nob write it. 
Liaidiveith ;her!till: it was quite dark, and-at- 
| parting engaged her to be at tha pan the next 
days.  Onumy(returd,.. L found (iſs. Betty had 
Warrelled withcbbth her:ſifters, aud Was gon 
— 7 Wie did nat at- 
(OT | tewpb: 


er e d ee her, and the did et 1 to 
1 &f company V witho t. ha 
O thelefort the made“ Bi her” ap ppeara ice 
hat night. Pute 3 next day Th dee to 
aftend V 7 17 2! ti 5h vented by 


her early” e . 
5605 


1 4 7 Vas 
fo fee ee dear r ther 
N US 


1 s were t 7 away. E 5 5 26 


Harriet, fag” I. "why did you walk? 


TOs 


jult going ; to order the horks for © you.” fe 


18 * 
by: tho aste TAGS e 
i Wauk 


au whe 


11 5 Diab 
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iet d g pardon : Wa eh he age 
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100 1255 wy” 
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eh rene, 28 


fav em fl that U Si NES, any ered 
5 SOT 1 he morning was 1 | 
fn 


ardly have ti * 15 would 5 r 
2 co nt det alf ER $ 
mals td N e ſon ent | 


parte feng avat) 
WY; All En, a 
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0.50 doubt, ieh Miſs Betty, Mic Ahin- 
wm came. on Purple 5 a ia. . 
A h ye 


ITE 
($4 ＋ 21 o 


x 85 12 0 e 
* 2 of? T.glory 
| "and, Would 
tow le Paine ae of 145 Apa ik 
® 27 beben 1, bi ut my whole life 
11 me. : 
ie 25 8 Betty aroſe, and 
5 92 morons us us glance at. us, left che 
n > the ade 5 


1 1 5 


ig chat | 
624: 1 ; 
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money they ene: Miſs Abi ton was. digs 
Emilia, Who 'xprt | Hin Tale 
tion. Our are s, as uſual, no- 
thing very great, the chief orator ; WITS Mrs. 
Sydley, who bas no great powers that way. 
Before dinner we took well ite Park, 
Jinformed Mr-Sydkey how Miſs Betty hall 
behaved to my Harriet, who is an infinite f- 
fourite of his, and he readi engaged to aſſiſt 
me in any ſcheme of revenge I eoujꝭ form. 1 
rold him the moſt effectual method of mortify- 
ing her would be to bear che spfen Mt Rad on, 
as thervalued! tkat fre than any "thinÞ in Mer 
a poſſeſſion abeordiggly how e. cg Ok | 
the matter. He propoſed going - boldly to het > 
and pulling it by force from ber- fides; but 1 
knew her too well for that, and therefore we 
ſettled it otherwiſe. He waste engage her ar- 
vention at ths witidow, While 1 cyect the end = 
ther: apron to the tail fayVurite de 6p, atk 
then pine the animal: n FW 
turned to the haue to exctùdtt oject, 
leaving Miſs Abinton, 57 ck MI. Mo 
in the Park. Miſs Be W Ihe | 
Arthur very ſerioufty* (0, qt put l [oy T4 
could Rear the ia of ie mention 
the Was relatirlg the eite mſt ce that Pad | haz 
bappened, / wi 40 hy näte ;gravations, 
Fhis re us on, 40 whiſpered 5 Sydle 
to loſe no time. "He advatice Wen & 


+ bh taking 


* 
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EY 9 6 Betty 1 che hand, ( Come, la- 
Jies, „e muſt not ſuffer you to ex- 
elude us; ; liſs Thoda, at that window 
you will e a fight as ever ſtruck your 
eyes. ortunately Mrs. Sydley engaged 
Miss Arthur, or I could not have followed 
them to the window. The dog was ſtanding 
by his miſtreſs, and with little trouble I placed 
the ſtring properly, and retired unperceived. 
Mr. Were trod baek upon Pompey, which 
_ cauſed him to move with precipitation, and 
took. with him in miſtake all that corner of 
Ahe fine Jace apron that had been enciteled 
ne the dog howled, che lady 

ſerkamed, and my revenge was compleat.— 
bless e, madam! ſaid I, Pompey. has run 
aA with part of your aprons I dare fay he 
meant to reſent ur behaviour to Miſs Abin- 
ton this morning, and ſo deſtropad aur fa- 
Vourite. ' Sydley ſtonped don 30 look at tho 
win - be had cauſed, when Miſs Betty, miſtak- 
ing kim for me in her paſſion; hit him à vio- 
1 50 t hex on the ear. He aroſe and bowed; 

. laughed, and the lady yas fo a- 

Kot WY |; the had, done, that ſhe left the 
room. 10 to, the -whole. aſſembly 
115 we b acted fo, and they. all apprayed je. 
BE cn our detail, the fair author af 
bad miſchief returned; and being. told how her 


Nhat been Sandee! in her abſence, gently 


reprayed 


Ac aa w_ 1 www Logs 
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reproved us both. When we were ſummoned; 
to dinner, Miſs Betty was enquired for, but 
ſhe had left her compliments, for Sir Robert 
only, and was gone to Miſs Newton's. Th 
did not give much concern to any perſon pr 
ſent, n 1 paſſed the remainder of the day, 
very agreeably without her. In the afterngon,” 
Arthur took me aſide, and informed me of his 
love for Emilia, and the uncertainty of his 
ſituation as to a return. I perſwaded him to 
be comforted, for, if I had any, penetration, 
he was not indifferent to the lady. This put 
him in bigh. ſpirits, and. when | we parted he 
was determined to make his paſſion known to 
her. He promiſed to write to me, and let me: 
know how he proceeded. I ſhall rejoice to 
hear he is happy ; ; he is one of the worthieſt 
fellows in the univerſe, The whole party 
took a very ge nteel leave of me, 1 attended. 
my Harriet le and ſpent the evening with 
her and her amiable mother. Miſs Betty re- 
fuſed. to ſee me at my return, and ever ſince 
ſhe has preſerved a moſt formal diſtanee. 
What a parcel of ſtuff haye I wrote you, 
eemer but I have no rational employment 
here, except converling with Miſs Abinton 
and writing to >you ; however, I will} impoſe no 
longer on your patience. You ſhall know when 
the day is fixed, for my coming to town; ti 
chen, adieu. ; Janins Tronrsox, 
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dale Mrpwar 10 the Right Honourable the 


id 1) Oye of RAY"; 


2 \* 4 1 - iT 


nie 634 _Sonthuell-Cyte. 


A. 8 1 W it will be an alleviation to your 
own ſorrows, Atundel, to hear 1. am happy, I 
ſet down to inform you my Charlotte has pro- 
miſed to be mine. Words cannot convey to 

u the ſmalleſt idea of my joy: this promiſe 
was made, by the intreaty of my uncle, in her 
fiſt viſit to the caſtle. Had you ſeen with 
what inimitable grace ſhe gave me her hand, 
you would not wonder at my adoring her. Sir 


William fays he never ſaw ſo lovely a woman 


in his life; you know he is a violent admirer 
of beauty, and that of Miſs Duncannon ſtrikes 
him as uncommonly captirating. Ah, Harry, 


how has her generous aſſurance repaid all I. 


ever ſuffered from ber negledt 7 and, fancied i in- 
difference? '' $he' has ' ingenupuſly avowed her 
love, and declares” ſhe often wondered at my 


blindneſs in not diſcovering it before; but 
though ſhe owns I am dear, to her, ap *. 


Medway, (ſaid ſhe the other A as 
was walking in the gardens of 


ing and tenderneſs; 3 no, I mean to love ra- 


tionally; and to let the world ſee I have ſome 


_ ard! ſpirit left, n T have given my 


dad ke Shs heart 


e Caſtle 21 a 
her) yon aniſ not expect I ſhould be all ſigh- 


r e tne eee ee 
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heart to a worthy man.” „My adored Char- 
botte; "ahſweted | 7 what method you 
plc © you ſhall never meet the ſmalleſt con- 
tradition from me; I have too many obliga- 
tions to you, ever to be uneaſy at your inno- 
cent gaiety again; the promiſe you have given 
me, on which I know I may depend, makes 
me entirely happy and to your own gcodneſs 
I leave the performance of it.” „ Why that 
is right, "Medway, ſaid ſhe, I do love to be 
treated generouſly, -and not be teized into a 
thing ; your | behaviour ſince that promiſe has 
endeared you more than ever to, me, and 1 
think wed all in time make a good ſort of a 
jogging-on couple; and in return for your 
kit } cferanice' of never contradicting me, I 
promiſe you no man ſhall ever have it in his 
power to make you uneaſy on my account, as 
I will not give them encouragement ; ſee, 
Colonel; * mich Þ regard you, that I can 
deli iberately reſign tlie crowd of pretty fellows 
before they think of reſigaing me,” e No, 
my Charlotte, anſwered” I, ſtill remain the 
general admiration ; ſufſer tlie! gay flutterers to 
ſwarm about you, nor imagine, after What 


has paſſec between us, 1 mould feel a mo- 


ments pam at their power j to khow Your 
heart, is to habe a firm Weites on it.“ 


„Why this is fill better, Medway, aid the, 


ſmiling ; if you go on at this rate, T ſhall put 
bil leni WW IE; t ' myſelf 


— — 
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n Neos 62 : 
myſelf in your power. ſooner than, * SIE p 
and by that means encrea © your pwn to the 
moſt , unbounded ſway, my, dear Char- 
lotte. ee, Will you - talk ſo a twelvemonth 
after the knot is tyed, George?“ My. 
Wen life, Miſs Duncannon, ſhall be one ex 
preſſion of gratitude and love.“ e J believe 
you, (ſaid ſhe with the moſt lonely ; ſeriouſ- 
neſs). nor ſhall mine. be. wanting i in tenderneſs, 
be aſſured, Medwa n though I may have, often 
appeared en Wa inconſiderate i in your eyes, 
yet I could not be ſeriouſly cruel. on unjuſt. 
Whenever I am your wife, my whole endea- 
vours ſhall be exerted to make you as happy 


as you merit, and I fatter myſelf. we. ſhall 


both be exquiſitely ſo. The reading, of Miſs 
Belville's affecting narrative has made a ſe- 
vious impreſſion on me; her ſufferings and pa- 
tience amazed me, and 1 reſolved to imitate 
them humbly. The generous frankneſs of her 


conduct to Mr. Grenville, and the happineſs 
the enjoyed in conſequence of that frankneſs, 


made me condemn my behaviour to you: in- 


deed the apprehenſion. of your going abroad, 


joined, to her. behaviour on that occaſion, firit 
A n to make me. think, and the knowledge. 


former life compleated my deteſtation 
of my own conduct. I reflected, if ĩt ſhould 
pleaſe | heaven to call you hence, as it did 
Mr. 8 what tap of happineſs I had 

| | _ deprived 


% c was”. ð⁊ pP ꝗ ↄ ... ͤé ͤ nnn 8 
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deprived myſelf of, merely to pleaſe the blame- 
able levity of a moment, I had frequently 
made unhappy the man I loved, and one who 
entirely deſerved my affection ;. who had, be- 
ſides his own merit, the approbation of all my 
friends to recommend him. I ſaw my former 
behaviour in, a proper light, and determined to 
make every reparation in my power; it remains 
for you to decide in what manner I have ſuc- 
ceeded. © Amply, my beloved girl, (cried 
I) you have more than overpaid real ſufferings 
by this generoſity ; what then ſhall I fay; when 
all my uneaſineſs aroſe from my own; petu- 
lance, and not your miſconduct? I find, 

Medway, (anſwered ſhe) you are to be truſted; 
this open confeſſion has not made you arrogant; 
for the future you ſhall have no reaſon to com- 
plain of my conduct. Perhaps the natural 
mirth and livelineſs of my diſpoſition may lead 
me to laugh at you, but do not reſent my in- 
conſiderate conduct; I ſhall ſoon return to 4 
proper frame of thinking, and. take myſelf to 
taſk for you. The ſweetneſs of Miſs Bel- 
ville, and her excellent underſtanding, will con- 
firm a habit of behaving with tenderneſs to 
you, as it firſt inſpired it; and in time, when . 
have conquered what 1 think wrong in my own 
heart, and compelled. theſe little ſallies, in 


which I have ſo long indulged myſelf, t to yield 
Vor. III. . to 


* 
1 — 
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to the dictates of reaſon and diſcretion, 1 wil 
be your's r's LP 

1 ſought to perſuade her ſhe was every thing 
I wiſhed her at that moment, and begged ſhe 
would not defer my happineſs on ideal improve- 
ments. She ſtopped me ſhort - That you 
love me, Medway, (faid ſhe) would be non- 
ſenſe to ſay I doubt: I believe your aſſurances, 
and am happy i in your attachment; but-when- 
ever I give my hand, which 1 always intended, 
to you, if your affection ſurvived in ſpite of my 
repeated trials of it, T determined to merit it, and 
to that determination I will adhere; therefore ſeek 
not to make me change my reſolution, that will 
certainly turn out to our mutual benefit.” 
Thus did this generous woman talk ; oh, Arun- 
del! can you imagine I was not almoſt mad 
with extacy? indeed I was. I never thought to 
have found in my Charlotte ſuch exalted 
ſentiments, amiable as ſhe was : yet her conduct 
lately has amazed me! She intends -to po to 
town ſoon, and has given me leave to attend 
her. My uncle, tho' he continues ill, will 
not ſuffer me to forego that happineſs on his ac- 
count: he ſays, was he in my place, he ſhould 
be ready to run any man through the body, re- 
lation or not, who would attempt detaining him 
from the company of ſo lovely a girl, let the oc- 
caſion be what it would; and had I known 
the ä of your miſtreſs, my dear 
George, 
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George, (ſaid he) when I ſent for you to come 
down here, on account of my damned gout, 
why, upon my ſoul, I would not have done it, 
that's all.” You know Sir William's s ſingular 
method of expreſſing himſelf when he is plea- 
ſed, and he has been in one continued good hu- 
mour ever fince the firſt viſit Miſs Duncannon 
paid to the caſtle. Amid all this ſtream of 
happineſs, do not think I am unmindful of you 
and Sir Edward, indeed I am not; the con- 
fliẽts you have undergone affect me ſeverely, 
and yet, my fricnd, the trial was neceſlary ; it 
has given peace to the deſt of female boſoms ! 
the lovely Adeline can now enjoy your friend- 
ſhip; her long-wiſhee»for happineſs, in your re- 
ſignation of her as a lover, is now compleat, 

What would net a man undergo to give a mo- 
ment's ſatisfaction to the heart of ſuch an angel, 
long torn with the crueleſt diſappointments, 
and ſtabbed in its tendeteſt affections! Yet, 
how nobly does ſhe conduct herfelf under 
all her calamities! with what patient re- 
fignation ! rejoice that it is in your power ta 
contribute to the happineſs of this iimirabls 
girl! Let Sir Edward receive conſolation from 
the ſame reflexion: ſhe will ever regard you 
tenderly as friends ; what a diſtinction to be the 
friend of Miſs Belville, is a ſatis faction ſuperior 
than to poſſeſs the love of any other woman. 
The generoſity of your behaviour, my Lord, as 

11 K 2 | well 


1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
[ 
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well as Sir Edward's, meets my warmeſt ap- 


probation; vet I. cannot avoid lamenting the 
waywardneſs of your deſtiny. Adieu, Arun- 


del; I hall not hear from you again, While 1 
am here, as our ſtay. will be ſhort. Preſent my 


| tendereſt reſpects to Mrs. Duncannon, the 


lovely ; Adeline, and Sir yards the fame at- | 


Gkoner Menwar. 


4 4 


aj Bu 11 112 1 a Azani oN. 
F ' Myrtle-Grove, 


L. THANI K you; PER for the hiſtory of 
Mr, Mortimer: what a variety of misfortunes is 
human nature ſubject to, unlogked for, and un- 
expected! Even in the midſt of our 14 97 | 
happineſs they come. The ſudden loſs of his 
miſtaken, daughter,. on whom his happineſ: $ 
was fixed; was indeed 2 ſevere ſtroke. I 
wonder not that he retired from a world, 
grown. unpleaſant to him: I would do ſo too, 
my: friend, was it not for the fortune Heaven 


has truſted to my care: in a ſecluded life LY 
diffuſive; charity muſt be bounded, unleſs I 


tufted it to the diſpoſal of others, and . 
ſhould not think I did my duty, if I was not 
perſonally | to relieve the ſigh of miſery. 
It. has, pleaſed heaven, for wiſe purpoſes, 
no. doubt, to cal from me my, earthly, hap- 
pineſs; aud to leave me angle alone to . . 
How 5 2 4 ER t 
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the ſtorms of life. Had Mr. Grenville been | 
ſpared me, we ſhould together have trod the 


rough, as well as ſmooth paths we met with, 


and by a tender participation, have ſupported 


each other under the. various calamities to which 


our nature is ſubject. But infinite wiſdom or- 
dered it otherwiſe; early releaſed him from his 


load of clay, and fixed him in an eternity of 


* $ 
: 


happineſs, I ſtill remain an inhabitant of 
earth, largely endowed with what the world 
calls, enviable bleſſings, an ample fortune in 
poſſeſſion, and a proſpect of a ſtill ampler. 
Thus fettered, I cannot follow the bent of my 
inclinations, but muſt remain in the haunts of 
men, to diſcharge my duty to my fellow-crea- 


- tures, which the treaſure Iam mniftreſs of 'enk- 
ble me to do. It would be a ſatisfaction too 
great, my Harriet, for thy Adeline to live in a 


peaceful ſecluſion, like Mr, Mortimer, where 
ſhe might thidk on her beloved Angufhis, hd 
dwell on his virtues unmoleſted by the forts 


and abſurd cuſtoms of the world. 


7 4 
” 5 
Ss [+ 
— - U 


Where penſiye mem'ry might delight to rovey 
O'er:the paſt ſeenes of happineſs and youth: 
With pleaſure dwell on Grenville's matchleſs 


ove, 


His early worth, and undiſſembled truth. 


*W:2 : There 
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"F 


3 | There might ſhe ſhed unſeen the trickling tear, 
Save by «4 feather'd ſongſters of the grove z. 
Liſt' to the nightingale that warbled near, N 
| And ſigh, reſponſive, to her tale of love. 


Ak, hapleſs bird] (thus might er 
4 F008 y)3 : 
Here view diftreſs, how far ſarpaiiing dhine 1 
| Leave thy melodious melancholy lay, 
And ſilent hear the ſad detail of mine. 


Go, Philomel, and ſing in penſive ſtrain, 
My much-lov'd Grenville is for ever gone 
Say to thy ſiſter-warblers of the plain, 

His loſs you tell, and thus: harmonious moan. 


- While 1 with mournful eps will ſrek his 
{ tomb, 1 
5 And mark vik rey rence where he 7 
| b Tho! Sope this early, like aroſe in a bloom, 
1 His ſoul, unfetter d, ſoars above che ſkies.” + 


This thought will calm the flarm within my 
breaſt ; 
| Peace will return, by n given; 
W ben in the grave this body ſinks to reſt, 
_ -  Mylor'd Auguſtus I ſhall meet in heaven. 


E hare. 


* 
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I have permitted my ideas to have way; nor 
dan I make the leaſt apology to you for thoſe 
lines, Sallies of this nature often relieve my 
mind when oppreſſed with melancholy, and I 
never check them. Was I deſirous of the 
world's applauſe, perhaps I ſhould not give 

way to theſe little poetic ſtarts; but as that 
is not the caſe, I write either in proſe or verſe, 
juſt as my inclinations prompt. To you, 
my indulgent Miſs Abinton, I ſcruple not to 
ſend any thing in this way, as I well know, 
though ſo good a judge, you will not make an 
. obſervation to the diſadvantage of the forego- | 
ing lines, but eſteem) them as your Adeline's. 
As a retirement ſo well ſuited to my ſerious dif- 
poſition cannot be followed without ſwerving 
from the rule that I have laid down, which 
| is to denefit and make happy as many of my 
fellow creatures as I can, I am and will be 
contented without it. The only thing Iwill 
indulge myſelf in, is living at Belville-Park, 

when Mr. Somners and my Louiſa return. I 
can there purſue the extenſive plan of benevo- 
lence I have formed to myſelf, and follow the 
excellent example of my dear father. I have 
in a degree followed it ever ſince it has been 
mine, and never was ſo long abſent from tlie 
Park as lately, though I take care the inhabi- 
tants of the village ſhall feel my loſs as little 
as nen The people I have fixed there, 


K 4 are 


* 
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are — and good; and, I believe, ſtrictly 
true to the truſts vepoſed in them. This made 
me more read / ſubmit to the deſire of Mr. 
Somners in coming to Mrs. Evelin's than I 
ſhould have otherwiſe done ; and as he made a 
point of my reſiding i in Portman-ſquare, du- 
ring his'abſence, I did not chuſe to oppoſe his 
inclinations, but with e coincided in 
e | | 
I at down with an intention of wntrig 1 you 
we leave Myrtle-Grove the day after to- 
morrow, therefore direct your letters to the 
metropolis. I intended te have wrote this piece 
of information firſt, but other ideas ran away 
with my pen. No one thing in my return to 
London gives me pleaſure, but the proſpect of 
Aecing you there. Delay not your journey, 
my Harriet, but let your next letter fix the 
day of your departure from Elm. Wood Mrs. 
| Evelin as extremely happy chat yo will favour 
us with your company ; and is much obliged 
to me for the pleaſure I have procured her. 1 
think 1 hall ſoon hear from Louiſa, indeed I 
ought: before; but I find the ſhips have been 
detained by contrary winds, and are after their 
uſual time. I !onzto know more of the accom- 
pliſhed Marquis. I have had a letter from 
Freemer: he ſays he is all i impatience to ſee me, 
to talk of his Louiſa, and a thouſand other 


ings; but Sir Richard does not intend ta 
come 
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dome to 8 ets to the great mortification 
of poor Charles, I ſhall be glad to ſee him, as 
I am the only perſon to whom he dares ſpeak 
of Miſs Somners; and I well know, not to be 
avi to talk of a beloved object, is very pain- 
Mrs. Duncannon and Lord Arundel are 
. . to town... They went two days after 
the departure of Sir Edward. My. lord took 
A tender leave of me, and promiſed to ſee me 
as ſoon as I came to London. 5 deſired, | 
though he had given up his claim to me as a 
lover, L would permit him to attend me. 1 to pub- 
lic places, and 2% allow. any « one elſe that pri- 
vilege, except Sir Edward. þ aſſured. bim 1 
uld ever look on his company as an handur, 
and with j Joy accepted his offer of attendance 
to hat public places I frequented. This put 
him in good humour, and we parted very Well. 
Charlotte and C = Medway are to meet them 
very ſoon in London. By the way, the. has 
Promiſed to give her. hand tothe Colonel, and | 
hi is happy beyond expreſſion. 1 always 
thought Cbarlotte would act commendably i in 
ee to him; and; I; rejojee in this circum- 
ce on her account, as well as his. The let- 
ter the wrote, to her mother on this, occaſipn, 
= a very pretty one, though her uſual gaiety 
F appears in many parts of it. Lknow the, will make 
him happy whenever ſhe gives him her hand; 
and therefore feel the utmoſt ſatisfaction in her 
K 9 promiſe, 
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215 promiſe. I ſhall commend ber in. the hi gheſt 
train for her behaviour, by which ſhe has EQ. 
her Whole family happy; and ſhe flatters me 


with - faying my approbation will 4 0 her 


Mrs. Evelia.withes to be in 1 as ſhe 
expects her huſband's arrival ſoon after her's. 
She ſays he is very impatient to introduce me 
to him, as ſhe knows the pleaſure he will feel 
in contemplating the perfections I. am: miſtreſs 
'of. © He loved your father, Miſs Belville, 

laid ſhe, and will, I am ſure, rejoice to find 
the daughter of his friend ſo fair and accom- 
3 lady.“ - I thanked her for the partia- 
lity the entertained for me; and ſaid I ſhould 
be happy in the dppicbartiba! of Mr. Evelin, 
who, as a friend of my father's, would be in- 
title to my veneration and reſpect. Ab! 
Harriet, how little did Mrs. Evelin know, 
' when ſhe was ſetting me out in the moſt extra- 
- yagant colours, tue gave no pleaſure to my 
Act, nor vantty! ihe latter has been a great 
While laid afletþ:- 1 never was vain. of any 
thing except rhe affection of Mr. Grenville, 
Land that I was deprived of. Sir Harry has ap- 
peared dejected for ſeveral days: enquired 
the reaſon of it this morning after breakfaſt,. 
28 I really thought him iH. * No, Miſs Bel- 
ville, an wered be, my uneaſineſs ariſes not 
| Ran _— : Willi it 15 dut will you allow 
: me 
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me to inform you the cauſe of it?” . Cer- 
tainly, fir, anſwered I; and if it is in my 


power, I will alleviate i it.” „ Generous girl, 


ſaid he, taking my hand, you and you only are 
the cauſe,” Me, ſir! anſwered I with an air 
of ſurpriae 3 how can I cauſe your unhappi- 
neſs?” % Am I not going to be deprived of 
your charming ſociety, madam, that. I. now 
enjoy without reſtraint? Vou will not ſee me 
ſo often in London, and when you. do, perhaps 
it may be in company with numbers, and I. 
ſhall not have any opportunity of entertaining 
you as now. Has not the man who is going; 
to. be deprived of the converſation and company 
of. the moſt lovely woman in the world, enough 
to complain and be uneaſy at? Oh, is that 
all the reaſon . you have for melancholy, Sir 
Harry ? I conjectured it was much greater: 
you are very obliging to ſet ſo high; a value on: 
my company's, but I. cannot think it deſerves 
it. I ſhall always ſee you either in town or 
| country with pleaſure, as that is the only re- 


turn I ean make for the many: obligations you: 


have conferred on me.“ **-But that is not the 
only return I aſpire to, Miſs Belville, . anſwer- 


ed he, looking ſtedfaſtiy in my face ; my wiſhes: 
extend much further.” He pauſed.. «Explain: 


yourſelf, Sir Harry; 1 do not underſtand you. 


& gay rather you. will not, madam ;. your ten- 


* e e ig what 1 de. 
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mand, ſuch as you beſtowed on Lord Atundel 
and Sir Edward.” As the brother of Mrs. 
Evelin, Sir, you will always be regarded by 
me with reſpect, and, for the many inſtances 
I have received ftom you of eirißty, · with that 
degree of friendſhip I always beſtow” on thoſe 
who honour me with particular diſtinction.“ 
* Strange! unaceountable he faid to himſelf, 
turned the diſcourſe. He quickly regained 
former 1760 leo "ou ang vs on _ 
| ferent ſubjects. 

Foarewel, my dur unte; oped my cb 
piimemts to your mother and Sir James, and 
yy me ph ever ele dN 


| Apr Belvil. 
A Somnrns to A Bouvruue, 


| 0 : - Montpelier. 
In 8 . ah WT ads 
my Adeline, I will regularly proceed to- inform 
her of all that happens to her Louifa. At the 
time appoiatec we went to the Marquis's houfe, 
ant} were received with the moſt cordial friviid. 
hip. Some days paſſed in a variety bf anjuſe- 
ments; every 46. difeovered to me more 
amiadie quatifications in the yoafg Marquis; 
his whole ftudy was to give me pleafure from. 
tte time we firſt came to this houſe to the pre- 
"eat a now neat three weeks. No- 
thing 


hi 


p e in that period happened worth giving my 
dear Adeline an account of; our days were 
conſtantly ſpent in partaking of the entertain- 
ments | provided for us by young de Reviers; 
my ether was delighted with his afiduity to 
oblige, nor was I leſs ſo. This n morning after 
breakfaſt he begged me to take a walk with him 
in the gardens,” which are very noble. I im- 


mediately. 0 5 him. For ſome time we 


talked on indifferent matters; at length, ſigh- 
ing, lie addreſſed me thus: My dear Miſs 
Somners, what exquiſite pain ſhall [ feel when 


you return to England ! I never have been ſo 
entirely happy as in your fociety, nor do I ſup- 


poſe I ever ſhall again. I wiſh, madam, I 


could perſvrade yau to make a viſit to the con- 
vent where my ſiſter is; it would give me ſin⸗ 

ilar ſatisfaBtion to introduce you to her.” 
_ « You are very obliging, my Lord Marquis, 
anſwered I; ſuch a viſit. would make me ex- 
tremely happy; I have a great cuxioſity to fre 
Four | „ as well as to. reſide ſome days in a 
convent... 1 am. flattered by the concern you 
politely ſay you fhall experience when we re- 
turn te on my account. I look upon 
myſelf as peculiarly diſtingaiſhed in your ef- 
wem; and my regret at kaving your familys 
where I have met with ſuch uncommon regard, 
rs n Ales, 


4 my 
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my hand) I apprehend not; mine, madam, 
will ſurpaſs imagination; no comfort ſhall I 
find in this houſe, or any of its environs, 
when you are gone; but it will not be fo with 
vou; the joy of meeting your friends and ad- 
mirers again, joined to the fight of your native 
country, will entirely baniſh de Reviers from 
your: thoughts.” <* Indeed, my Lord, you do 
me injuſtice; my heart is too otateful ever to 
loſe the remembrance of your friendſhip both. 
to my father and me; it is wrote in indelible 
characters, and wilt” never be forgotten. I 
hall rejoice to- ſee the dear ſpot that gave me 
birth ; how infinitely dear to me! My friends 
too are chĩefly there, nor can you wonder the 
idea of beholding them again cauſes this joy to: 
my heart. I have many much-loved friends, 
V Lord, in England, and it was with infinite 
fegret left it; nothing but the health of my 
Father would have induced me to do it, but 
that made it neceſſary”; forall the many tender 
ties I had to keep me in my native land, with 
joy I left them, and croſſed the ſeas with him, 
dut had no expectation of: meeting on foreign 
ſhores the kindneſs and hoſp̃itality that I have 
deen honoured with: the grateful remembrance 
will. ever be pleaſing hc: as long. as I have 
life.“ When I had ceaſed. ſpeaking 1 looked 
on the Marquis, not finding him anſwer: his 
| RAM. en * L ens rhe ſeemed 
en + bs ** © buried. 
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buried i in a profound contemplation : he ſighed: 
ſeveral times, as if very uneaſy. I did not ai. 
turb him, but accurately obſerved his every 
motion. At length, finding he did not recover 
bimſclf, I feared he was ill; and taking him 
by the arm, „ My Lord, faid' I, are you not. 
well? what cauſes this thoughtfulneſs?” He 
ſuddenly looked. up; and. kiffing my hand, 
<« Louiſa, (anſwered he my dear Louiſa! for- 
give my rudeneſs, but I knew not what I was 
about; I am not happy ; 3 fomething hangs on- 
my heart that wants a vent, yet dares not diſ- 
cover itſelf; ſay; can you pity me!” I can, 
my Lord; but if you are unhappy,, why not. 
inform the Marquis of it? he is the beſt of. 
fathers, and will do every thing in his power. 
to remove your uneaſineſs, if that is poſſible.” 
lt is not in his power, Miſs Somners, were 
it in his inclination: but why do I trouble you 
with my eoncerns? once more forgive me! if. 
you pleaſe we will talk again. of England,, 
which ſeems the moſt agrecable ſubjeck to you. 
He looked at me ſteadily; the utmoſt penetra- 
tion appeared in his face. T'could not help 
| Buſhing, the idea of Freemer preſented itſelf 
to my imagination, and 1. fancied he could 
read my thoughts. Tis as L imagined,” faid 
he, ſighing; then taking my hand,, << How 
- Tovely does that bluſh make you appear ! but 
Tay, madam, will en not Fenn me to ſep: 


5 > | 8 f Y . 8 
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von In England f. < Certainly, my, Lord, 
and we will endeavour to return the obligations 
vou have laid us under in France. < I thank 
you, Miſs Somners ; and, if I have your per- 
miſſion, + £ will mention the ſeheme of going 
KR Patten 5 my. Mer ape agar”, . Yau wil 
oblige me, my Lord, by ſo doing.” 
He was in much better ſpirits, and evaded 
any, farther particular diſcourſe, He gathered 
me ſeveral beautiful flowers during the remain- 
der of our walk, which continued near half 
an hour. We vnly talked on indifferent ſub- 
jects, e on the manners of England, 
Which the Marquis is fond of anquiring after. 
J was quite happy to ſee him in more elevated 
| ſpirits, and ſought to entertain him as much as 
I could. He was, delighted with; the pains I 
took to oblige him, and returned me his 
thanks in the gallanteſt. manner. As the 
weather was warm, we fought the pots ton of 
à retired- grove, and coming to a bench, we 


ſeated ourſelves. The Marquis took my hand, 


0 


and was relating a little amour that then en- 
Eroſſed all the attention of Paris, when we 
were ſurprized by the light of Madame de 
Bellfleur. I ſhould have introduced this lady to 
my Adeline before, but as I omitted it then, 1 
will do it now. She is the widow ef a gentleman 
who held a profitable employment about the 
. quite the Frenchwoman, gay, volatile, 
1 Ft, and 
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and ſometimes indelicate; yet ſhe has a large 
ſtock of good-nature to counterbalance the 
faults of her diſpoſition, In her youth, the 
Marquis tells me, ſhe was reckoned very hand- 
ſome, but 1 do not ſee the leaſt remains of 
beauty. She is upwards of fifty, though, by 
the ſprightlineſs of her behaviour, you would 
not imagine her more than five-and-twenty ; 
ſhe is a favourite of the old Marquis“ s, and a 
near relation. She generally ſpends a great 
part of her time at his houſe, though now her 
viſit was entirely on my account, This lady 
profefles to be very fond of me, and treats me 
with the moſt flattering diſtinction. I return 
it as far as my difpofition will allow, but ſhe 
is too volatile to fuit my taſte exactly; the is 
continually laughing at the young Marquis 
and me for our gravity, ahd tells him he. is 
more than, half an Engliſtiman ; and as for me, 
J am the expteſs repreſentative of my nation, 
as ſolid and ſedate as the oaks that guard our 
| boaſted iſle; though ſhe acknowledges ſhe ne- 
ver ſaw an Engliſh countenance whereon ſe= 
riouſneſs appeared better than on mine. 

You ſee, Adeline, by the outlines of this la- 
dy's character Me is by no means ſuited for the 
gravity or thy Louiſa, She advanced towards 
us before ſhe was perceived either by the Mar- 
quis or me, Votre ſerviteur, my pair of 
conſiderers, (faid the) have I diſcovered you 

at 
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at laſt? and ſo, my fair Engliſh lady, I find 
your heart is not ſteeled againſt the grave part 
of the French ration, Lowever it may remain 
unaffected by the gay.---Well, well; this will 
do: you were cut out for each es I dare 
fay you will neither of you ſmile during the 
honey- moon.“ Her inſinuations made me co- 
lour exceedingly, and! attempted to ſay ſome- 
thing, but I was in ſo much confuſion I could 
not expreſs a connected ſentence. % Ay, ay. 
(faid ſhe) this pretty roſy hue convinces me 
how it is: well, my Lord and Lady, I hall 
tell your fathers of it, and we will have it con- 
cluded, immediately,” . She was going:---- 
66, Stay, Madam de Bellfleur; (faid the Mar- 
© quis) you diſtreſs this lady. I am not fo 
happy as you immagine ; no, would to Hea- 
ven I were!” «© Compoſe yourſelf, my charm- 
ing Mis Somners, not obſerye the raillery of 
this mad couſin of mine: we will all . to- 
gether. * 6 Ay, but do not imagine, | 
Tord, I am to be fo eaſily cheated ; (faid ſhe) 
No, no; I will truſt my own penetration a 
ſoon as any thing, and I, fee how it is.“ 
Upon my word, madam, (anſwered I) you 
are miſtaken ; ; the Marquis was only talking to 
me.. Of love, my dear; (interrupted ſhe) 
I will not ſtay to hear you tell fibs, but go and 
communicate my e e to thoſe that will 
be glad t to hear it,” * the ran. What 


* 
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ſhall we do, my Lord? (ſaid I) Madame de 
Bellfleur will go and repreſent to the Marquis 
and my father hat never had an exiſtence, but 
in her imagination : I ſhall not be able to look 
either of them in the face.” Fear not, a- 
miable Louiſa, (anſwered the Marquis) my fa- 
ther is too well acquainted with Madame de 
Bellfleur, to give credit to what ſhe ſays, till 
his own obſervation confirms it; and in this 
caſe he will not meet conviction.” He obſer- 

yed me with the moſt minute attention, and 
PR: uneaſy at the concluſions he drew from 
my behaviour, but took no notice of it to me. 
We returned to the houſe, and found Madame 
de Bellfleur with the gentlemen. She looked 
very arch; I bluſhed as deep as ſcarlet, but 
neither the Marquis nor my father took. any no- 
tice of it by words, tho' they ſmiled at each o- 
ther. The converſation turned on a variety of 
topicks, but I was in too much confuſion to 
diſcuſs any properly. Voung de Reviers ſtrove, 
by the moſt delicate politeneſs, to baniſh the 
reſtraint 1 laboured under, but he did not ſuc- 
ceed. I was angry with myſelf for ſuffering an 
accidental circumſtance, of no.importance, to 
make me fo ſeriouſly uneaſy, and ſtrove to re- 
cover myſelf, but I could not; I therefore a- 
roſe, and ſaying I would dreſs, left the room 
with the greateſt Penn. When I got 
to my chamber, I reflected how many wr 

__ 
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able eireumſtances the adventures of the day 
might give birth to: I feared the Marquis had 


24 too tender regard for me; perhaps he might 


conſtrue my behaviour into encouragement; 
then boy Madame de Bellfleur m ĩ ht repreſent the 
manner the found us in the garden, diſtracted 
me: the idea of Freemer's ſufferings, if a re- 
port of my favouring the Marquis ſhould be 
"ſpread, and reach his ears, involved me in a 


thouſand fears, and ſhocking doubts, I took. 


up my pen to relate what had paſſed this morn- 
ing, and deferibe the ſituation of my mind: I 
know not what to do; alas, my Adeline! you 
are not here td adviſe me. I have no doubt but 
Madame de Bellfleur related how we were ſit- 
ting when ſhe furprized us, with an hundred 
embelliſhments of her own, to the Marquis and 
my father; and all my apprehenſion. is, that an 
attachment 'betweeh young De Reviers. and 
me, would de "agreeable to both, The old 
Marquis is doatingly fond of me, and my fa- 
kner is nd ſels 10 of Hits fon: he is always talk- 
ing to me of his amiable qualifications. I can- 
not deny them; I know he is amiable; were 


he leſs fo, 1 ſhould not be fo uneaſy, What 


will become of me, if he really loves me? how 
"ſhall Texcufe my feeming obſtinancy to my fa- 
* thet? 1 dare not avow thy affection for Cap- 
"tain Freemer; kind and indulgent as he is, he 
would yet ſtart at the idea of a clandeſtine pro- 
YAN 1 cCeed- 
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ceeding, tho” the happirieſs of his Louiſa de- 
pended on it. His pride would take the alarm, 
and he would inſiſt Sir Richard Freemer ſhould 
be made acquainted with it. Would to Hea- 
ven he would return to England! | his health is 
entirely re-eſtabliſhed, and nothing but his. 
friendſhip for the Marquis de Reviers keeps him. 
at Montpelier; how far that friendſhip may lead | 
him, I know not, for it ſeems increaſed ; nays 
by his own acknowledgmentiti isſo: if the young 
Marquis ſhould offer me his hand, I have but 
one ho and that! is in the 5 CL of, reli- 
gion. % father is a ſtaunch proteſtant, and 
they Phe 1 J 3 from this circumſtance my | 
only comfort riſes, and 1 think this would pre- | 
— a wiſh from him of a union with the fa- 
mily. 4 myſt leave you, Adeline, but I will. 
again take. my pen the firſt opportunity. I ſee, 
the young Marguis walking in the garden with 
Madame de Bellfleur, in earneſt converſation; 
I muſt dreſs, or ſhall not be ready for dinner. i 


„ende o' een ende 


= beter week ago to neren on with by 
this letter, but was prevented by a variety of 
circumſtances : ' however; 1 will now relate 
what paſſed i in that time. The afternoon of” 
the 447 in which the difagreeable encounter 


with Madame de Pena; e we had a 
1 71'S great 


. 
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great deal of company, much nobility, and a 


very agreeable afternoon we paſſed. Not a 
word was ſaid of the morning by any one, not 


even Madame de Bellfleur. The behaviour of 
young de Reviers was attentively polite, and 
that of the Marquis uncommonly affectionate. 

He introduced me to the gentlemen by the ap- 
pellation of the Engliſh Roſe, and defied them 


to produce a native lily worthy to be compared 
to me. My dear father was delighted with the 


attention I received, and all was harmony. 
Several parties of pleaſu ure were formed for the 
enſuing days, and late in the evening the com- 
pany departed. The next morning we took 
an airing 8. and came home to dinner. We were 
to go out in the evening to walk in ſome beau - 
tiful gardens. As I found nothing was ſaid of 
the ſurprize the day before, L grew quite hap- 
py, and behaved in the ſame open manner both 
to the young Marquis and Madame de Bell- 
fleur, as formerly: He too, had quite ſhaken 
off the melancholy that I had obſerved, and 
was infinitely ſprightly and entertaining. I 
dreſſed for the expedition we were to make, ra- 
ther more than uſual; my gown was a 
peach colour, | trimmed. with ſilver, and tho- 


contrary to the French cuſtom, put on a hat, 


for I have not yet learned to bear myſelf with- 
out: The Marquis paid me many compli- 
ments on the appearance I —_ as did his fa- 

ther, 
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4 Madam de Bell fleur obſerved, if it was 
not for that poking hat that hid the prettieſt 
face in the world, I ſhould be the fineſt girl in 
France. That gown, mademoiſelle, ſaid the 
old Marquis, gives an inexpreſſible je ne ſpas 
quoi to your perſon, that is enchanting. For 
my own part, I muſt not truſt my eyes long in 
contemplating your beauty; for I find it is too 
powerful to be withſtood.” It is inded irre- 
ſiſtible, my Lord,” anſwered his ſon, ſighing, 
and folding his arms ; he continued looking at 
me with the utmoſt attention ; ; while my fa- 
ther and the, old Marquis were talking to= 
gether at the window, the carriage drove 
up to convey us to the gardens: the young 
Marquis ſtarted, and taking my hand, 
jed me down ſtairs. Ah, Miſs Somners, 
faid he, ſtopping and looking i in my face, what; 
will become of me? -I am a loft man !” He 
ſpoke theſe words with an air of wildneſs that 
frightened me. What is the matter, my 
Lord? anſwered I, with the utmoſt trembling. 
of voice, I hope nothing has happened to giye 
ou freſh uneaſineſs. There has, indeed, 
replied he, with the utmoſt dejection. 0 If 1. 
can relieve it, my Lord, I will with all my 
heart.“ Inyoluntarily I ſaid this, without re- 
feng how he might conſtrue the words. 1 
was hurt to ſee him affected thus; and they 
ſpontaneouſly fell from my lips. He looked 
on 
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on me a moment with viſible pleaſure : ** And 


would you relieve it? ſaid he; ah! beautiful 
Louiſa, you only can.” This anſwer con- 
vinced me of my error; and I'would have giv- 
en worlds to recall what I had ſaid. I had no 


time to reply, as my father and Madam de 


Bellfleur were cloſe behind us. The Marquis's 
countenance” expreſſed how happy theſe few 


inadvertent words had made him all the even- 


a #4 + 
ing. — 


The gardens we went to ſet Were alight: 
ful; bit - the miſtake F had committed, hin- 


dered me from enjoying them. Nothing could 
_ exceed the tender politeneſs of De Reviers; 


he watched my every look. We met ſeveral 
of the ladies and gentlemen that drank tea with 
us the day before: our party was very large 
before we had been long in the place. The 
Marquis begged I would favour him with my 


company to take a turn in a myrtle and- orange 


grove at the bottom of a long walk. To have 


| refuſed, would have been affectation, as I 


walked alone with him fo often before ; I 


therefore conſented, but aſked my father, Ma- 


dam de Bellfleur, and the old Marquis, if they 
would not go. The gentlemen declined it, and 


| Madam de Bell fleur proteſted ſhe would not go 
in a grove without” a Ceciſbeo to herſelf, and 


ſo ſhe' would ſtay where ſhe was. Finding 


none of of them woulF accompany I gave my 


hand 


ſi F 
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hand to the Marquis, and tripped away. The 
company had nearly deſerted the gardens, when 
we entered them: nothing in nature could be 
more beautiful than this romantie place; the trees 
were entirely myrtle and orange, that ſhed forth 
a perfume rich as Arabia's ſweets. Through the 
midſt was a noble walk, fifteen feet broad, and 
half a mile in length; there were; numbers of 
ſmaller walks that joined thegreat oneinall parts 
of the, grove, the bottom of which was termi- 
nated with a large piece of water: in the midſt 
Was a dolphin that flung the liquid cryſtal 
high in air; the coolneſs ariſing from the 
water made it charming. The beauty of na- 
ture and art in this gr ove were both united, 
and wore their moſt agreeable apparel. The 
heayenly canopy above us appeared in all its 
ſplendor. - The moon, which had juſt burſt 
from behind a, veil, of clouds, ſhone; forth the 
queen of the bright hemiſphere, with her at- 
tendant ſtars, I looked with an eye of amaze- 
ment at the grandeur of the ſcene. The ſilver 
ſhade caſt over the green of nature by the ra- 
qiance of the moon, gave a certain ſoftneſs to 
the trees and plants, beautiful beyond deſcrip- 
tion. The ſparkling drops of water that aſ- 
cended, appeared like ſo many diamonds; and, 
altogether, the whole place ware :ſuch magic 
ſolemnity and beauty, that one mught imagine 

it the abode of ſome enchanter. The Marquis 
| Vor. III. L. made 
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| 2 many ſenſible” obfervations on the ſcene 


we contemplated, At length, after à ſhort 
pauſe, „ Miſs Somners, ſaid he, how will theſe 
now lovely Works of creation appear to me, 
when you are gone? 'yow are my only comfort. 
Your.converſation'and ſociety would make de- 
lightful"the moſt dreary deſert, and your ab- 
ſenee rob a paradiſe of its perfections! I can 
no longer deeeive myſelf, madam; I thought 
the ſenſations I felt for youg aroſd merely from 
kriendſnip, and what every man muſt experience 
for ſueh ſuperior merit; but I find, on a ſtrict 
examination, the latent cauſe was love. Yes, 
charming Louiſa, I love you with the fondeſt 
paſſion; my heart that has hitherto withſtood 
the powers of all the united beauties the court 
of France ean boaſt, bows before your's, and 
yields without reſiſtance. Speak, deareſt lady, 
and tell me I have not offended: you by this de- 
claration j and, if you wiſh my life, deprive 
me not of hope.“ Though I expected this 
declaration, Adeline; yet, when the Marquis 
ceaſed ſpeakingy I was unable to anſwer him. 
He imputed ny ſilence to reſentment, and went 
on ; e Alas} madam, I find T have excited 


your anger by this diſcovery of my love; but 


my life will-expigte my offence. I cannot ſur- 


vive your hate. My heart is fo firmly attached 
to y itz2olefted choice, that your cruelty | 
will quickly! end its conflicts.” . He folded his 
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urms with the utmoſt deſpair, and fixed his eyes 
on my face with a look ſo full of woe, I could 
hardly ſupport it. As ſoon as I could find ar- 
ticulation, I anſwered him: Miſtake me 
not, my Lord, but impute this ſilence more 
to grief than reſentment. I am not angry: 
love is involuntary ; but I am really concerned 
I have it not in my power to make a proper 
return to the affection with which you honour 
me; for I will not inſult, you by pretending 
not to believe What you ſay; I know you ſin- 
ere, and grieve at the trial you muſt 8⁰ 
through in conquering, your own feelings, for 
1 never can be your's ;, therefore, let me intreat 
vou, if you value my peace of mind, to ſtifle 
this unfortunate partiality before it attains any 
height.“ If I value your peace of mind, 
Miſs Somners! ſaid he; alas! if the for ſeiture 
of my tempera] happineſs would ſecure it, 1 

would not heſitate ; but oh; reflect before you 
determine my fate: | ſay not I muſt conquer 
my love; it is impoſſible, indeed; Louiſa, it 
is ; ſooner could I forego my-nature and turn 
ſavage! Suffer me but to hope, or I ſhall not 
preſerye my ſenſes. . Perhaps time, the un- 
common love I feel for you, and the conſtant 
endeavours I will exert to oblige you, may at 
laſt induce you to pity me: db not fay it will 
not. For heavens ſake, do not drive! me to 
R * n his that 
trembled 
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trembled with his agitation; the big tears ſtood 
in his manly eyes, which were fixed on me in 
painful expectation of what I ſhould ſay. 
I felt for him, and pauſed. I ſighed at the 
neceſſity there was to hurt him. Surely, had 
Freemer been preſent, he could not have 
blamed me. Pity kept me ſilent; at laſt, ſum- 
moning all my reſolution, I ſpoke. The 
real regard 1 have for your Lordſhip, induces 
me to be as open and explicit in this caſe as is 
in my power. I depend on your honour, on 
your humanity I depend, to grant what I de- 
fire, I cannot, my Lord, return the love you 
feel for me: ſuch is my ſituation, I dare not 
explain myſelf further. Call your reſolution 
to your aid, and timely get the better of an af- 
fection that can be productive of nothing but 
' miſery. Think not what I ſay proceeds from 
affectation or vanity; I am influenced only by 
a deſire to make you happy. Urge me not 
then to flatter you with hopes that never can 
be realized; indeed they never can. It pains 
me to the heart to be obliged thus to aMiQ you 
(ſeeing him look with the utmoſt deſpair), but 
the occaſion demands it; deceit would be cri- 
minal, where the future peace of your life de- 
pends on my behaviour. Could any man in 
France have inſpired me with love, it would 
have been you, but that was impoſſible. I 
feel, " ever ſhall wow akon the ſtrongeſt 


ſenti- 
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ſentiments. of eſteem, gratitude and venera- 
tion.” I ſtopped a little, but not finding him 
anſwer, went on: One thing I have to beg, 
and that is, my, Lord, you will not make my 
father acquainted with your ſenſations in. my 
favour; he would, perhaps, intereſt himſelf 
for you, and diſtreſs me infinitely! to, refuſe | 
him; but it would make no difference: could 
my heart be affected by your merit, there would 
need no ſolicitation, no intereſt, to make me 
acknowledge it; but as that is impoſſible, it 
wilt-only add to my uneaſineſs, in declining. 
the honour you ĩntend me, to be intreated by 
my friends to accept it.“ Alas, Louiſa! (an- 
fwered the Marquis) it is not in my power to 
obey your in junctions! Mr. Somners and my 
ſather are already acquainted with my paſſion, 
and ſtattered me it would be fucceſeful : > by the 
means of Madame de Bel}fleur the diſcovery 
was made; ſhe repreſented in what manner ſhe 
found-us in the garden, and the Marquis, as 
ſoon as you left the room, taxed me with my 
love. I acknowledged the happineſs of my 
life depended on your favouring ' my addreſſes. 
Both Mr. Somners and the Marquis rejoiced in 
my attachment, and promiſed: to aſſiſt me in 
the completion of my felicity, as far as they 
could. Vour father, madam, informed me he 
was very ſure your heart was diſengaged, and 
1 had no doubt the merits I was poſſeſſed: of, 

L 3 (fo 
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you with a paſſion next to 1 


ſtreaming) oh! if you 
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do he was pleaſed to ſay) would make a ten · 


ger impteſſion on it; that done, his joyful con- 
ſent would follow; The Marquis confirmed 
my happineſs by ſaying the fame,” and I hoped 
every thing from their imtereſt with you. The 
gentleneſs and ſoft ehmplaceney you ever treat- 
ed me with, induced me to believe I might at 


haſt be bleſſed with your affections; that idea 


increaſed my paſſion to ſuch a degree, that 1 


could no longer command it to filence, but by 


ſuſfering it to paſs my lips, have ruined: my 


| ſhort dream of happineſs, and now am awake 


to miſery. My vanity, which led me to be- 


lieye I was not diſagteeable to you, has been 


my bane, and I am loſt to every comfort ; for 
11 to you, beautiful Louiſa, that I Jovo 
2 6. Tell 
me how: 1 ſhall extricate you from the preſent 
dilemma ? I will do every thing but give up 
my love, that is: — „Still, madam, 
faffer me to imagine 'you do not hate me.“ 
Hate you, my Lord! (anſwered I, my eyes 
could fer my heart, you 
would not fear my hatred :.it is torn by a thou+ 
fand conflicts, and yet I cannot, dare not, 
truſt you with its ſituation. T Why do you 
weep, Miſs Somners? (ſaid the Marquis, with 
an air of fudden frenzy, catching my hand) 
do you ſuppoſe I can ſupport your tears? Ah! 
no; they are daggers to my heart] they tear 
"wy a Ex | me 
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me like :ſeorpions ] you muſt, you ſhall be 
mine. Tho' a whole hoſt ſtood + with drawn. 
ſabtes at my breaſt, I would graſp thee to the laſt 
moment of euiſting nature. Your father au- 
thoriſes me to hope, and nothing ſhall force 
me to relign my love. What means this ten- 
dier conflict in your boſom? you do not hate 

me; perhaps, in time, eſteem may turn to 
love; that dear idea would ſupport me under 
torments 3 ſhall I then give you up ? no, never, 
never. af it not, Louiſa: I wiſh not to know 
the ſttuation you hint at, be it what it will: 
IJ never will reſign my hopes but with my life,” 
His eyes flaſhed fire: I was ready to fink with 
terror, but ſuffered his paſſion to have way, 
- before I thought of anſwering him: he graſped 
my hand wich a convulſive agony, I begged 
nim to be more compoſed when 1 found his 
frenzy continued, but all in vain; he ſwore 
he never would be calm again, unleſs I gave 

him leave to hope. What-eould'I do; Adeline? 
hy, nothing but weep, which-I did, plen- 
tifully. - Madman as he was, I could not think 
of acknowledging my love for Captain Freemet 
to him; beſides; the hazard of its being diſ- 
covered to my father diſtracted me] Every per- 
ſuaſion I was miſtreſs of I ſummoned to my 
aid, but nothing would do; he diſregarded my 
tears, chat had-at firſt excited this:guſt of paſs 
ſion, aud | behaved like a man deprived of his 
[i We: ſenſes. 
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ſenſes. My Lord, (ſaid I) if you have not 
a mind to ſee me fall ſenſeleſs at your feet, re- 
collect yourſelf; What can I ſay, or do, to a- 
bate this fury, that terriſies me to death? 
Do I terrify you? (ſaid he) I terrify myſelf 
tao: my brain is on fire] but ſay you love me 


as a friend, or a brother, and I will become 


calm as yonder moon, by Heavens Iwill.“ 1 


do, my Lord, love you as a brother, and ever 
ſhall: but let us return; they will wonder at 
our ſtay. “ “ Lauiſa, my dear Louiſa, ( ſaid 


he, with a more compoſed voice) L thank you. 
You ſay you love me as a friend and brother: 
you will love me better, by- and- by; my. dear 
girl, I know you will: don't ſay: ous n if 
you mean not to drive me mad. 1 

I dared not contradict him, and ſuffered him 
to lead me out of the grove to the other com- 
pany: Icould not conceal my uncaſineſs from 
the obſerving eyes of Madame de Bellfleur, 
who coming to me, and taking my hand; 


, 40 Mademoiſelle, (faid ſhe) what cauſes thoſe 


traces of ſortow on your fair,cheek ?1I believe 
you are the firſt lady that wouldicty. becauſe ſhe 
was beloved by the moſt accompliſhed: noble- - 
man in France: - fie-donc, ma chere ; dry up 
your tears, and freely ovwyn, without any Eng- 
liſh reſerve, that the handſome Marquis has 
put your heart in the moſt agreeable flutter you 


ever experienced. as Madame da 
182 by + 4 Bell- 
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Bellfleur, (anſwered I, ſincerely) my heart” ls 
far from being in an agreeable flutter; it is in- 
tirely the contrary.” 4 Mor dien! (exclaimed 
ſhe) what, when De Reviers has juſt been ma- 
king a declaration of love for you! why, thou 

art the moſt unaceountable girl that ever I met 
with] Have you Engliſh women no vanity | ;® 
Why, there is not a lady in France but would 
jump out of the higheſt window in the world, 
to be loved by the Marquis! he is the admira- 
tion of all the nation, Mademoiſelle, but your 
ſelf; tho' I really beheve you are an hypocrites, 
and are playing your Engliſh tricks upon me.“ 
I was prevented anſwering, by my father, who 
taking my hand tenderly, enquired if I was not 
well. I bluſhed, and trembled; Not quite, 
fir; I ſhall be glad to. go to bed: I find a vio- 
tent pain im my ſide. The young Marquis 
ſtarted, and looking at his father, My Lord, 
why do you not order the carriage? (ſaid he); 
Miſs Somners is not well.” He flew from us, 
but ſoon. returned, telling us the coach was: 
ready. Cruel girl, (whiſpered Madame de: 
Bellfleur) how he adores you] yet how little 
you regard him He took my hand, and. lifted 
me into the coaeh, and without any ceremony, 
ſeated himſelf by me, telling the man to. drive 
home directly. « Will you not give Mr Somnets 
and me a place, my Lord? (faid the old Mar- 
quis, ſmiling) or ſhalwe follow by way of at- 
- 536 L 5 | ten 
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tendants? © Inſufferable rudeneſs! (ſaid Ma. 
dame de Bellfleur) I inſiſt you get out of the 
coach, De Reviers, and hand me in as you 
ought: why, you are as negligent as a Dutch- 
man; Ane will convert you into a very Si- 
mon.“ Come, come, madam, (ſaid the 
Marguis). we muſt ſpare him a little, aid con- 
ſider. his ſituation :, for once allow an old man 
the honour of placing you ſafe in the carriage.” 
6 At your intreaty, for once, my Lord, (faid 
he, cker I will look over it; but if he 
repeats his impoliteneſs, I ſhall make it my bu- 
ſineſs to publiſh, it at every houſe thro? Paris.” 
The Marquis ſeemed not to obſerve what ſhe 
ſaid, but fat with his arms folded, and his eyes 
fixed on the ground all the way home. I retired 
immediately to my own apartment; he. follow- 
ed me to the door, and taking my hand, with 
the moſt pity- mov ing accents, Louiſa, (ſaid 
be) will you pardon me? Ah! did you know 
how I love you, ſurely you would. On you 
my life, my bappineſs depends]! Ih faw if I 
contradicted. his hopes, he would relapſe into 
"his former violence, and therefore, with the 
.greate& mildneſs 1 could aſſume, I anſwered 
bim. I da pardon; you, my Lerd, and I 
hope, when: you properly conſider - Huſh 

(aich he) not 2 word of that; Þ never will re- 
f den my hopes : you have cenvrmed, my pardon, 
I {he -kifled my hand) angels 

* 4 5 Ne 
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preferve you, lovely Louiſa!” He hurried 
from me. I threw myſelf on the bed, in the 
greateſt diſttefs of mind; © what will become 
of tne? faidT to myſelf: ch my dear Freemer ! 
din you” L800 ths Tifetings" of thy Louiſa, 
e What would be your ſenſation?“ I was inter- 

| rupted in this ſoliloquy by the entrance of Ma- 
dame de Bellfleur: Tel not Tocked the door, 
at = eame into the room unperceived by me. 
ey-day, mademoiſelle! (ſaid ſhe, approach 

by: hy ded)” what is it I fee? Why all theſe 
wears" and lamentations? 1 eiche to have 
found you hopping about the room. De Re- 
viers ſent me to you---< Go to my adored 
Louiſa, ſaid he, and tell her that my heart 
bleeds for her.” I came to hear the whole de- 
tail of his firſt declaration; come, come, rouze 
pune: what can have happened to cauſe 
all this uneaſineſs ? This reſerve i is unnatural 
between women; confeſs, your zendre for the 
pn u may depend I will not tell him. 
you id I ſhould not. Man dren! | here is. 

2 * indeed about an honourable affair! 
Why, had it been an amour of taſte, you could 
not, with to conceal it more. If. the Marquis 
had confeſſed a paſſion. for me, old as I am, L 
ſhould have been out of my wits for joy, and 


have told balf tbe world, of irn Tue . of 
my Lady Marchionek,” how. ol 
a ſhe' would ſuſter me to be by inyfelf, as. 


— 


* 
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| ſoon as I eould: 3 5 hear me: 1 . 

1 would talk to her any other time, but that 
then my ſpirits were ſo very low. I could ngty 
and intreated her, if ſhe had any regard for me, 
to leave me for that evening. She ſhrugged up 
her ſhoulders. in aſtoniſhment ; "The. Le diable! 
exclaimed ſhe, you are enough to provoke one, 
but I am not acquainted with Engliſh conſtitu- 
tions; if all the ladies of your country behave 
48 you do, when a declaration of love is made 
to them, I do not envy. their admirers. How- 
ever, [will pleaſe you for once, and leave you, 
tho' L know. you will be eat up with the va- 
pours. Shall ſend the Marquis to you ? con- 
880 ſhe, laughing, an interview in your 
bedchamber would not be amiſs juſt now.” 
Saying this ſhe left the room. Never was J 


Happier than to ſee her ſhut the door: I aroſe, 


and locked it, and again flung myſelf on the 
bed, where 1 indulged, in all the luxury of 
tears. I have juſt heard a ſhip is going for 
England tireAtly; I will ſend this, and con- 
tinue to write thorefdue of this week, and all 
that may happen after wards, as I have oppor- 
tunity. Let me hear from you, my Adeline, 
as ſoon as poſſible : give me your advice what I 
ſhall do, tho' I muſt act without it, as no let- 
ter can reach me, in anſwer to this, a great 
white. My father fends his moſt affectionate 
love 60 Oe and thanks I for your | letter, 


* — 58 OF 940 9 . \ 5 Mu 
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Grove, that I cannot deſcribe. 
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as I do for mine. The old Marquis begs his 
compliments i in conſideration of his early ac- 
quaintance with you. Adieu, my beloved 
Adeline: that no more ſtorms may happen to 
diſturb your paſſage over the rough ſea of life, 
but one perpetual calm gild your remaining 
. is the ſincere wiſh, of thy affectionate 


Louisa SonnERs. 


FP F2 8. 1 have not time to write to F reemer by 
this ns Tell him I am well, and will let 


neee . | 


v4 


hp BerytuuE to Mi AninTox,/ 


BEV £89 bed : * Portman-Square. 
Bri the date of this, my Harriet will find. 


am once again in the noiſe and hurry of this 


great city. I felt a regret at leaving Myrtle- 
The dulneſs 
of town appears. intolerable to me; beſides I 
had many rural avocations there, well ſuited 
to my diſpoſition. We have been in town three 


days, and have never ſeen Sir Harry fince, woe 


parted with him, which was ſoon after we got 


ta London. He attended us home, and. then 
went immediately to his own houſe. How he 


can, ſupport himſelf in ſo long an abſence, is 
amazing; but time does wonders, net 
f in 
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lant Batonet will be able to forego my amiable 
converſation for years ere long. I am inter- 
rupted: a letter from CT, 1 muſt break off 
to . it. wt in 1 | 
. 5 4 is; 1 Tm * 
vl wit? it 10 yok my er” What I was 
with our gentle friend to eaſe the conflicts 
of her mind in her preſent diſagreeable ſitua- 
tion. I feared the beauty of Louiſa would 
create her many troubles. I know not what 
to adviſe her. Good and amiable as Me! Som- 
ners is, yet I know him too well to wifh her 
attachment for Freemer acknowledged to him. 
It would be the means of giving pain to her 
gentle breaſt, and perhaps involve her in diffi- 
culties. If my beloved guardian has a Mech 
it is in his priding himſelf on his family 
that he carries this to any blameable fenghle; 
but in a matter where his daughter is concern- 
ed, I think he would be violent. He could 
not brook the love of his Louifa fhould be 
kept a ſecret from the family of the man ſhe 
honoured with her partiality; and I fear its 
being fo, notwithſtanding * the ' propriety 'of - 
conduct obſerved by Freemer as well as Louiſa, 
would be reaſon enough with Him for infifting 
the attachment ſhould be diffolved ; efpecially, 
if Sir Richard made the fmalleft objection to 
her fortune, which would certainly be the cafe. 
No a te emo tis didlicuPty'by 


TY 13 giving 
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giving Louiſa half of mine, which: is much 


larger than I Want. But I cannot hurt th? 


| delicacy of Mr. Somners by ſuch a propoſal. 
I once mentioned it in the moſt tender manner 
I could to my friend ; but ſhe aſſured me her 
father would die befors he would ſuffer it, nor 
would he eyer conſent to her marriage, unleſs 
it was. particularly intreated by the family of 
Captain Freemer. The perfect knowledge ſhe 
had of her father's diſpoſition, made her adopt 


the methods ſhe did, which, in my opinion, 


were truly laudable; and the very reaſons that 
induced her to act thus, will prevent her from 
divulging the ſecret of her heart. I foreſee 
many uneaſy moments ſhe will have on the 
Marquis's account. She will not eaſily per- 
ſuade him to reſign his hopes without inform- 
ing him of her prior engagement; and the vi- 
olence of his love and diſpoſition would render 
ſuch a ſtep imprudent. I flatter myſelf: the 
difference of religion may have ſome weight 
_ with-Mr. Somners. Louiſa may with propri- 
_ ety make that her principal objection. She is 


very ſtedfaſt in her on faith, and conſequently, 


if ſhe loved the Marquis, would feet many 
ſcruples to unite herſelf to a man of a different 
Way of thinking in a point fo material. I ſhall 
be all impatience for her next letter, which 
will moſt probably relieve: the anxiety I expe- 


dende for her. 1. hear Captain Freemer will 
44000 | be 


* 
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be in town in leſs than three weeks: I ſhall 
then inform him of as much of Louiſa's letter 
as may make him eaſy, in caſe a report, as ſhe 
fears, ſhould reach him concerning her favour- 
ing the Marquis. Under the impulſe of ſuch 
an idea he may act very imprudently; there- 
fore, to prevent any ill eonſequences from his 
paſſion, I will properly repreſent the real Rate 
of the caſe to him, and my advice upon it. Be 
ſo good as to return Louiſa's letter, my dear 
Miſs Abinton, with all you have of mine, as 
I mean to write very ſoon to her, and ſhall 
| ſend the papers with my letter. Perhaps the 
few little matters that I have ſcribbled to you, 
may afford her ſome entertainment. I fear ſhe 
will ſtand greatly in need of it. 1 am in hourly 


e xpectation of a letter from you, that may fix 


the time of your departure from Elm-Wood. 
If this ſhould reach you before that circum- 
ſtance is reſolved on, let me hear ſomething 
more of the agreeable Mr. Mortimer. I pro- 
miſe myſelf much pleaſure in viſiting his peace · 
ful retirement next ſummer, when 1 am the 
happy gueſt of my Harriet; his converſation 
will be well calculated for the gloomy turn of 
my thoughts. Perhaps the melancholy of thy 
Adeline, and the knowledge of her former 
conflicts, may make him think leſs of his own. 
It would give me infinite delight to reconcile a 
6 the world. We will e 
90 | . n 
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en Harriet; and if we ſucceed, we ſhall g 
be amply paid by having it in our power to 
ſoften the decline of weary nature, and ſee his 
laſt ſands run down in peace. The joyful A 5 
| caſion that will bring me to Elm-Wood, wi 
engage your attention ſo much, that Mr. Mor- 
timer will not have your company ſo often as 
formerly. I will endeavour to ſupply your 
place, and try to engage his affection by every 
tender ſentiment and filial attention. I ſhould 
feel a painful ſenſation to. be robbed of the idea 
+ that I may be eſteemed by him. Tell him you 
have a friend, who, has, like him felt the keen 
hand « of dire misfortune, and willingly, would 
alleviate his by an affectionate participation. 7 $ 


 Hould mer to bras be would denen e 


be deſeryving of it, TY WES JOU 5 Mrs. 
Evelin has Juſt received. a meſſage from her 
huſband, , who is at Dover, and begs my com- 
pany in the dining-room. hear Sir Harry is 
there, which I ſuppoſe is one reaſon for my 
— ſent for. Adieu, my amiable friend; 
1 y I ſubſcribe myſelf your's, 


ban, dent yer e Bperings 


1 ba. 
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| 80 Jes is gens Adeline; 1 parted 
from him 9 and an juſt returned from 
| viſiting Mr, Mortimer. I will relate bath cir- 
cumſtances to you, as nathing' is ſo well ſuited 
to my preſent humour as writing, eſpecially 
about perfons ſo dear to me. * Yeſterday morn- 
ing, 2s my mother and H were ferting at break - 
Faſt,” Sir James entered the Tibrary, dreſſed for 
travelling.” I was not furprited at bis 
ns he frequently viſit tho very/e 
me (a de, taking my 1437 A e 6 bid 
Jon sten,“ This's good deal hutticd me, 43 
i had been before determined he fliguld ſtay 
Id attend me fd towu; 1 therefore demanded 
whe realbn of "His dudden depaftate with the 
| priateſt emotion. ( MI dear girl, laid he, be 
not alarmed; no material affair of my own 
calls me fem yau, though it is of imp portance 
to the poor fell on whoſe 5 go to 
ton; he was à ſervant of my father's, and 
ſayed in his family enough to liye comfortab] Ya 
but by the extravagance of a ſon, he is reduced 
to beggary. I was ignorant of his ſituation, 
** a letter juſt received ae. me of it. 
He 
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He is now in priſon and very ill; his. wife 

writes in great diſtreſs, that unleſs I will re- 
*lieve them, ſhe fears her huſband will die for 
want of neceſſaries. To extricate them from 
this horrid ſituation,” I quit my Harriet; no 
other thing in the world would induee me ta 
do it.“ „Make not the ſmalleſt apology, Sir 
James, ſaid I; the occaſion demands your 
fpeedy departure; How much ' pleaſure will 
the reflexion of. this 'beneficent action give to 
your happy Harriet you will let me hear 
how the por man does,” | Certainly, my 
love; and one thing I have to petition both 
and Mrs. Abinton for. What is 
 thav?” (ſaid my mother, after having 
* row approbation of his eonduct in the highefs 
terms) Why, madam, no more than that 
you will .adcept the uſe of my chariot while 
Miſs Abinton ſtays in the country, and longet 
if vou pleaſe; ſhe: will want it to convey her 
to Mr. Mortimer's, and I have à chaiſe and 
ſour at the Park to take me to London; there- 
fore it is not the ſmalleſt inconvenience to me. 
I mean to come down time enough to attend 
my Harriet; and then, if you do not chuſe to 
have it, we will take it with us. I thank 
you, ſir, anſwered my mother; on thoſe con- 
ditions my child ſhall accept it; but I beg you 
will not hurry yourſelf to come down again 
e ſhe wilt go very ſafe with your fer- | 

TY C4 vants.“ | 
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vants.. Would you: deprive meg madam, 


of the moſt material joy of my life, ſaid he, 
the company of this lovely girl? Do you 


imagine I would leave a treaſure, fo. precious 
to me, undefended on the road? No; Lal- 


ways promiſed myſelf the happineſs of ſeeing 
her ſafe to her friend, and I' muſt not be diſ- 
appointed. “ You are all I wiſh you, my 
dear Sir James, anſwered my mother: how 
happy fhall I be in two ſuch children!“ He 
kiſſed her hand with veneration: „Ah, ma- 
dam, you oppreſs me with your goodneſs; the 
whole endeav our of my liſe ſhall be to deſerve 
this exceſs of. tenderneſs -from you and my 
Harriet; I want words to tell vou both hou- 
much my gratitude, dcn, is engaged by 
your unmerited preference. He aroſe, and 
walked to the window to conceal-his feelings. 
We were all affected; my eyes bore teſtimony 
to my ſenſations. Sir James ſpon fecovered 
himſelf, and coming to me, My Harriet, 


ſaid he, no man living can be more fenſible of 


his happineſs than I am; the love of ſuch a 


woman is a bleffing I do not deſerve, but for 


the future Huſli, Sir James, ſaid I, ſay 
nothing of not deſerving my affections; you 
do amply: all I fear is, that my few. ac- 


compliſhments may not be ſufficient to hold 


your heart to the end of our „gr in the ſame 
foft chain that binds it now.“ ＋ « Did you, 
„ | Miſs 
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Miſs Abinton, know your own value, ſaid he, 
you would not doubt the continuation of my 
love; that will never be leſſened ;. while life 
animates this heart, you. will be abſolute miſ- 
treſs of it: yes, when this fair face and cap- 
tivating form have loſt their attractions, ſtill 
ſhall I. love you with the ſame fond ardour as 
at preſent.” Harriet, ſaid my mother, you 
may. believe Sir James: I fee. with pleaſure, 
my children, your affections are; engaged by 
the qualifications of the mind each poſleſs, and 
on ſuch a foundation you may reaſonably build 
hopes of laſting happineſs. But let us not de- 
tain you, Sir James, from the execution of 
your noble intention. 1 thank you, ma- 
dam, ſaid he, for reminding me; the time 
flies ſo quickly in company with my love, that 
hours ſeem but as moments.“ He aroſe; my 
heart beat againſt my ſtays as if it would have 
broke its priſon to have followed its beſt- 
beloved. He advanced to my mother, and 
embracing her with the utmoſt reſpett, . May 
heaven preſerve you, excellent lady, ſaid he, 
in health, till I ſee you again.” God bleſs 
you, my ſon, anſwered ſhe, be careful of 
yourſelf, and remember there are two hearts 
in the an whoſe peace depends on your 
ſafety. She wipe her eyes, and went from 
him. He haſtily folded me in his arms: My 
Heuer adieu! (b . * not, my wo” 
G will. 
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I will ſoon return and thank you for theſe 
tears; the time will quickly come when we 
hall b parted no more; when this dear hand 
is mine, no oceaſion arhatevel ſhall take me 
any where without you; my aunts will fee you 
to-morrow! afternoon j keep up your ſpirits 
moſt beloved of women; for my ſake keep them 
e I could hardly: find words to affure him 
I would, for my tears: after another tender 
adieu, be mounted his dae, and n 
„ out of ſight. | | 
We were filent ſome time: at length my 
mother addreſſed me; © Compoſe — 
my Harriet, faid ſhe; nor thus ſuffer a ſhort 
ſeparation to impair your peace: reflect, that 
you muſt meet with many partings more ter- 
Tible than this, in your paſſage thro* life; learn 
then to fortify your mind againſt them: if 
you figure to yourſelf perfect felicity here, you 
will be di ſappointed; let your ſituation be ever 
ſo deſirable, ſtill cauſes of uneaſineſs will ariſe, 
vrhen moſt unlooked - for. It is our duty, my 
love, to ſubmit to trifling trials with firmneſs 
and reſolution. Let your fond mother ſee that 
you can attain this deſired frame of mind, and 
it will make her happy. I well know, without 
"fortitude to ſtem the tide of adverſity, we ſuf- 
ter ourſelves to he bonne away” by the current; 
therefore I wiſh to ſes yo prepared to ſupport 
F ttt] if it ——_—_ be your fate to meet 
: with 
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with them; and not yield your mind to things 
of no importance. When I ſee you again, [ 
hope to find you have recovered your tranquil- 
lity.“ Saying this ſhe left me; I took a ſoli- 
tary walk in the wood; and returned to dinner, 
tolerably compoſed: My mama ftrove to di- 
vert me as much as ſhe could; never mention- 
ing a word of Sir James. In the afternoon his 
ſervant came to know if I would have the cha- 
riot that day. I told them no, but ſhould be 
obliged if they would get it ready early the next 
morning, as I meant to ſee Mr. Mortimer. 
Aceordingly, at fix o'clock to- day, I ſet out. 
My mother was not well, and declined going. 
I ordered them to drive me to the entrance of 
the wood, and then telling them to ſtop, faid 
the morning was ſo pleaſant I would walk a 
little. La Jeuneſſe offered to attend me, but I 
deelined it, telling him J often walked there, 
and reſted myſelf at a cottage not far diſtant; 1 
miglit be abſent two hours, and therefore he 
hall better take the chariot to Roſe- Farm, and 
bring it for me in chat time. They 
with the utmoſt reſpect, and I purſued my way 
to Mr. Mortiwer's dwelling. I met-the good 
herniit before I reached the cottage: he was a- 
my ſurprized at the ſight” ws Wel- 
come, my child, ſaid the venerable man, this 
viſit is uncommontly Kind! how San rr ma 
n and my fon? I related to him the de- 
parture 
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parture of Sir James, and the indiſpoſition of 


5 mama, that hindered. her from coming. 
He expreſſed his concern in the moſt engaging 


manner; ; and by the beſt, and moſt ſenſible ar- 


guments, ſtrove to reconcile me to the abſence 
of my lover, and to quiet the apprehenſions I 
had for his ſafety. I aſſured him J was con- 
vinced of my weakneſs, and would, for the fu- 
ture, behaye with more re olution. We re- 
turned to his bouſe,, where he ordered breakfaſt | 
to be prepared. Honeſt Suſan ſet, ſome plain 
cups and ſaucers before us, and brought ſome 
excellent bread and butter, which I partogk- of 


with infinite pleaſure. .** My child, faid, Mr. 


Mortimer, I muſt trouble you to make tea; 


little did I once think I ſhould; ever have ſo fair 


a companion in this ſolitude; but ſince I 


have known you, I am again pleaſed with. life; 
the few viſits you have made me renders your 
abſence irkſome, and I ſhall ; heartily, xejoice 
when you. come back from,town,”. Laſſured 
him, the pleaſure of his company was greater 
than any thing I ſhould expetience in the hurry 
and buſtle of the great world, except one ſatis - 


a . <« and whit is that, my child? 7 ſaid 


The ſociety of a much-loved; friend; 


E I, one that has from infancy 


been the amiable companion and confident. of 
my life; from ten, years old to the preſent mo- 
b MY ever oy thought n 


Sung 
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from! this lady.“ = May I not know her | 
mae?” returned he- 4 Certainly, Sir; it is 
Belvilte; ſne is not only the beſt of her ſex, 
but alſo the moſt beautiful; her life, like your's, 
Mr. "Mortimer, has been full of trouble, and 
though little more than twenty at this time, 
ſhe” has fuſtained uncommon calamities, yet 
them with ſuch philoſophic reſo= 
Tution, as renders her the delight and ad- 
miration of every good mind!“ 1 then took 
your laſt letter from my pocket- book, (which T 
ought before to have thanked youfor,) andhold- 
ing it in my hand, went on; Iwill read you 1 
this letter from Miſs Bdville,” Sit, if you'witl 
vive me leave. 4 Ezicl, replic be, 
you oblige Wa gli how. much Ain in 
debted to you for the amufemetit 3 you are going 
to give me!” But before Iptecses, Sir, in- 
terrupted I, I muſt intreat your pardon for 
having infringed your injunctions by making | 
your retirement known to my friend ; T — 
Nepend on her ſecrecy ; "and thinking | 
would not be offended, I ventured to do 25 7 
* Offended, my dear Mil- Abinton “ ſaid he, 
far from it; if you thought the life and mis- 
fortunes of à poor old mam, hid from the World, 
worth communicating, you did him Weeklies -- 
nor ean he feel a moment's uneafineſs, that his 
former troubles" were told to 4 40 who 
nas been faniiliar with Satis fed 
* Vor. III. * | with 


N 
| 
_ 
l 


love z but When you find how nobly ſhe. has 


tunes eaher, and, integeſted ypurſelves in his 
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with that aſſurance, I proceeded to read your. 


letter to him. When I came to that part re · 
lating to him, he ſeemed a good deal agitated z, 
<« and ĩs it poſſible, ſaid he, a man ſo long the 
ſport of fortune, and an alien from fociety, 


ſhould, in the latter days of his life, become of 
Laan je to two blooming young  crea- 


MV amiable daughter, continued 
he, 8 my hand, ſaꝝ to, your friend, the 
grateful Mortimer thanks her for her gentle 


deſire of contributing to bis felicity, and ſhall 
rejoios to do it perſonally; but the letter of 


this young lady ſurprizes me; you ſay the has 
ſulfpred much of what; nature. could be the 


ings of a woman ſo young??? << No, words 
would do her Atary, juſtice; but. her Pw, an- 


ſwered and. | | 
fortunes to you; all I will, apticipate of her 
detail, is, that her conflicts have ariſen from 


fupparted them, you will admire my Adeline 


a8 much-8s.1.do.”” * J am content to wait, Miſs 
1 the arrival of this lady, to heur her 


hiſtory, ſaid he; in the mean time, che prayers 
of a weak and infirm ald man ſhall be offered 


for. her, and you . who! have M. kindaok, 


ſtrove, to make., þis-, misfar- 


welfare. After near twp.hoyss anger; ſpent 
inconrerſation, 1. 6 took 


$5778 til "OF 
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my leave, and walked penſirely through the 
wood, where I thought of Sir James, and 
what might be his employment at that mo- 
ment; the good Mr, Mortimer's advice en- 
groſſed ſome of my meditations. I found the 
chariot and ſervants waiting for me: I deſired 
them to return immediately to the wood, here 
we ſoon arrived. In the afternoon, the Miſs 
Thompſons came; they behaved with great 
_ tenderneſs and - conſuderation, eſpecially the 
eldeſt, who ſaid ſhe infinitely regretted the de- 
| of ber nephew, as he was the life of 
the Park. Miſs Betty obſerved, to be ſure, 
Sir James hal great ſpirits, but for her part, 
ſhe often thought him troubleſome and noiſy, 
but people differed in opinion.” © They do 
indeed, ſiſter, anſwered the ſecond lady; "Lad 
I will venture to Tay nobody will agree with 
you.“ This gave riſe to a diſpute, that will 
de far from Keclaleg to my Adeline, and 
therefore I will ſuppreſs it, The conteſt laſted 
till near the time of their departure, and the 
remainder was taken” up in apologies to my 
mama from 'Miids 'Berty, for the rudeneſs of 
her fifter, which ſhe attributed to her inſuffer- 
able ignorance ; the other lady was as ſevere 
on the behaviour of Miſs Betty, though with 
rather more temper; för the remarks ſhe made 
enraged her ſiſter to a degree of phrenzy ; at 
lengthy to my great joy, * took their leare, 
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as I will of my Adeline, after . her, I 
; be ever "ROW: affectionate 3 


e ee drops 
* 8. When the 35 8 8 is abſo- 
kutely fixed, I will let you know, but that 


will greatly depend on the return of Sir 


James. *$4 "IE 115 81 „ 34. eric r 
Je 0,9 hk #764327 ** My TIN £74 Ani! 
u Harry EvELIN to r Monraove, 

n eee eie, ot Lied der” (ob, 


Rx EC wry VE from my WET Montague, 
the olive-branch ; dur recent diſa reement i 

entirely obliterated, nor ſhall I again ever 1 
a eue that way. Enjoy your . 
opinions, if they make you happier, but for 
heaven's ſake keep them to thyſelf, at leaſt i in 
1 to Miſs Ape thou 995 FO ml 


than my hopes, "Link. . grow. more _ 
tered, for I every day diſcover more charms i in 
the accompliſhed Adeline. Vou ſay you are 
deſirous of knowing how. I proceed ; you ſhall, 
as you have, agreed to my, premſed, articles be- 
fore the peace v was concli between, us, and 


8 more to Pa gu 1 wen 


* 


© bo 
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Miſs Belville; as to any thing elſe, talk as 
much as you pleaſe. I had an opportunity of 
obſerving her behaviour before we left Myrtle- 
Grove, and had the ſatisfaction to find ſhe felt 
a degree of pity for the regret I experienced in 
patting with her. After I had enjoyed the happi- 
neſs of ſpending ſo much time in the ſame 
houſe where ſhe reſided, I was indeed infinite- 
ly diſtreſſed at leaving her, and could not hide 
it; I. dreaded ten "thouſand ill conſequences 
from our ſeparation; "ſhe faw my concern, 
and imagining it aroſe from illneſs, ſweetly en- 
quired if I was' not well ; her tender accent, 
and harmonious voice delighted me, and I 
ventured to tell her the cauſe of my dejection 
aroſe only from the neceſſity there was of 
leaving the houſe that contained her ; ſhe put 
on an air of coldneſs that a good deal mortified 
me, and ſaid if that was all, I ſhould be ſoon 
reconciled. Finding this was no time to pro- 
ceed farther, I dropped the ſubject, and aſ- 
fumed a great gaiety of behaviour that appeared 
to ſatisfy Adeline; the told me ſhe ſhonld 
always think herſelf under obligations. to me. 
Oh, Montague, how ſoon could the return 
them] however, this is an acknowledgment 
that will do no harm; J ſhall find ſome fit op- 
portunity to unfold che ſecret of my heart to 
her; and if ſhe will not relieve my miſery, 
the — me deſperate, and muſt take che 
M 3 | con- 
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eonſequener. MIS Belville's departure from 
Myrtle-Grove caſt a damp over the whole 
village; not a poor inhabitant it cantained but 
lamented the lois of her;; ſhe has endeared her- 
ſelf to every-bady by her gentleneſs and ſweet- 
neſs ; they all came to bid ber and my ſiſter 
adieu, with marks of real concern; the gene- 
rofity of Adeline fent them to their humble 
faw any woman in my liſe ſo univerſally be- 
loved ; nor is it to be wondered at; a benevo- 
lence of di ſpoſition like her's, that indiſerimi · 
nately makes happy all who want her aſſiſtance, 
muſt render her the general admiration ; by 
her bounty ſhe encourages the good to. purſue 
the narrow path of rectitude, and leads the 
bad to .repentance by her elemeney; and, 
in general, her innocent wiſhes meet ſuc- 
ceſs, She has oſten regretted the flight of Miſs 
Smyth from the cottage, as it deprived-her of 
the ſatis faction ſhe had promiſed herſelf in ren- 
dering her remaining days happy ; but glad am 
I her beneyolence ſucceeded not in this caſe ; 
for the gratitude Fanny would have felt for her 
benefactreſs, moſt likely muſt-have led her to 
diſcover the name of her feducer, as ſhe ftiles 
me no doubt, and then I had been in a fine 
ſituation. Upon my ſoul I tremble even now, 
to think how that curſed meeting might have 


a me, if 1 had — diſcovered 
whom 
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| whom Miſe Belville viſted at the cottage; 

but my good ſtars ruled that day, and led me 
thither” to prevent the deſtruction of all my 
hopes; by the way, I have had a letter from 
the lady of Ruſhbrook Caſtle, who is full of 
her forrow and contrition for her ingratitude 
to the charitable fair, whoſe name ſhe is un- 
acquaitited with ; ] wrote an anſwer that I 
thought would fertle her conſcience, and threw 
dut a hint, that 1 might ſee her in the courſe of 


a month. Harris tells me ſhe is tolerably ſa- 
tisfie> with her ſituation, and behaves well; 


I am glad of it, for if ſhe did not, there would 


be a neceflity for removing her farther. I wiſh 
the chicken-hearted Emilia conducted | herſelf 
with equal propriety. I am ſorry for her il} 
health, upon my ſoul I am; but what can I 


da, Montague! why does the Fooliſh girl 


make ſuch a fuſs about a matter that cannot be 
undene ? I with you would write no more of 
her pathetic converſation; it occaſions a diſ- 
agreeable ſenſation that I cannot account for 
I would readily refign half al ferme Gat T 
had never feen her; then what infinite regret had 
been ſpared us both As for my boys, I will 
ever regard them with parental affection, and 
by my tenderneſs to them, endeavour to make 
amends. for the happineſs I deprived their mo- 
ther of; all the contrition in the world wil} 


nat reſtore her to her former ſituation. Why 
. M — +. then 


* 
= * 
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then does ſhe imbitter her preſent hours by a 
vain, and therefore ridiculous lamentation ? 
but 1 have often wrote on this ſubject without 
effect, and therefore will ſay no more on it. 
Every, thing, as 1 boys frequently told her, that 
I can command, the ſhall, be welcome to, and 
no more can 1 offer... We, are every day in 
expeRation., of 1 my brother ; ; my ſiſter promiſes | 
to engage him in my intereſt, as ſhe ſuppoſes I 
have no views that point to any thing but ma- 
trimony ; 1 would by no means undeceiye her, 

till I ſee how they may, ſucceed, and if they are 
| baffled, all may end in a ſober wedding at laſt. 
I have ſeen; Miſs Betville only twice ſince we 
came to town, but all her motions are known 
to me; not a look has eſcaped-the vigilance of 

my emiſfaries. I find Sir Edward Wilmot is 
abſent, on a viſit to a relation on whom he has 
great dependance, but from him 1 have nothing 
to fear. Lord Arundel is very aften at Port- 
man- Square; yet I am convinced he is not the 
favoured man, and ſo let him reſt; but if the 
behaviour of | Miſs Belville ſhould change to- 
_ wards him, I ſhall not retain my-pacific: diſ- 
poſition 2 however, I fancy nothing will ariſe 
from that quarter to give me uneaſineſs. Adieu, 
Montague, I am glad once more to call you 
friend, which title I hope ever to give you; 
you ſhall know every incident that occurs worth 
_ communicating; but my ſucceſs depends more 


, k £Y 
al 


on 


on art than any thing elſe, and therefore the 
detail 1 an __ * 1 not be rein enter- 


raining. 
Sir James Oe) to Miſs oh 5 


Wa 


. 


0 dear Girl, 6 ifs 
HAV. E. the fatisfation to W you, I 


| e 


Gall vitues with the expedition of love in the 
|  eourſe of a few days to Elm- Wood]; the buſi- 
neſs which called me from my Harriet is finiſh» - 


ed, and I fly to my happinefs. I have the 
pleaſure to inform you, the poor fellow that 


called me from you is now happily ſettled, and 
entirely extricated from his diſtreſs; I went to 
him the moment I got to town, and found him 


languiſhing on a ſick-bed; I was much ſhock- 


ed, and aſked his wife if he had been long in 


that terrible ſituation? * Almoſt two months, 
_ Sir,” anſwered ſhe. Poor Wilkinſon knew 
my voice, and looking up, heaven bleſs 


your humanity would induce you to aſſiſt me, 
when you was acquainted with the miſerable 
ſituation I was reduced. to. Ah, Sir, I have 
13 3 M55 .ö ſuffered 
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Fitted ended ogy aye ty ts Henry vi 
1 ; . | I vis g 


Joo, my excellent young maſter; are you” 
good as to come to this den to ſeek me] T knew 


: bY 
1 
2 _— — a — . 
c 
CE 8 as 


you as long as I live; was my lady alive, how 


always faid your honour would be the moſt 
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ſuffered much ſince I ſaw you; my ungrateful 
boy has brought me to this diſtre. Why, 
John, ſaid I, did you not inform me of your 
circumftances before? you might be ſure I 
would have relieved you as much as one of my 
own family.” 5 Alas, Sir, replied he, I 


well knew your charity; but it was but very 


lately I found out where your honour was ; 
my wife by accident met one of your ſervants, 
and knowing your livery, enquired where you 
was, and being informed, ſhe took the liberty 


of writing.“ I am very glad ſhe did, an- 


ſwered I, and if you think you can bear to he 
removed, I will get you out of this priſon im- 
mediately.” Oh, Sir, ſaid the poor fel - 


low. graſping my hand, I cannot thank you 


as I aught; but my prayers ſhalt be offered tor 


would ſhe rejoice to ſee your. goodnels | the 


generous of men, and indeed you are fo.” I 
ſtopped the effuſion of his gratitude, by en- 


_ -quiring What had became of his ſay, and how 


much he owed. After telling me the fum, he 


informed me his fon had left him, as ſoon as 
| heard he had inliſted for a ſoldier, and was gone 


abroad. Wilkinſon - ſhed: many tears during 


1 and his wife 6 


bc = 4 We - fected, 


\ 
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fected. I left them to go to the houſe of the 
| fellow to whom they were indebted, and find- 


ing him at home, I told him I was come to pro+ 


poſe an accommodation between him and John 
Wilkinſon, who I found was conſiderably in 


in his debt. 1 ſuppoſe, Sir, ſaid J, you 


would compound for a trifle, for moſt likely 
you never will get your money of him, for to 
my certain knowledge, he has not ten ſhillings 
in the world.“ As to that, young man, an- 


leaſt of my right; and if the eld dog cannot 
pay, he ſhall ſtay in limbo, that's all: but who 


he devil are you that pretends to propoſe an ac- 


eommodation ? 4 Sir James Thompſon, Ba- 
'ronet,” Sir, replied 1; a gentleman that you 
have had the honour of ſerving wich plumbs 
and fugar a great while, but he will no longer 
give yon that trouble, nor himſelf that af 
* -propofing paltry accommodation; what 

does Wilkinſon owe you??? I hope your 

worſhip is not offended,” fays the muck- 

worm, nor- will withdraw your-cuſtom far my 
being a little cautious; not that I would in- 
jure Mr. Wilkinſon, or any other man, eſpe- 
-cially as I find your honour intereſts yourſelf in 


- his favour ; to be fure I was unwilling to come 
io any terms before I knew who l was ſpeakx- 


ing to; but J will do juſt as your worſhip, Sir 


Alt James, 


ſweted the grocer, I ſhall not give up he 


— 
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James, would have me.. Let me me have your 
debt againſt Wilkinſon,” faid I: he immediately 
produced it, and I paid him the money: 

« Come, Sir, continued I, you muſt go and diſ- 
charge the poor fellow you have ſo long detain- 


ed ; and for the future learn more humanity. 
My coach is at the door, you-ſhall-go there 
directly with me.“ He would have evaded it, 


but I obliged him to get into the carriage, and 


we drove to the priſon; he immediately diſ- 
charged Wilkinſon; and after receiving ſe- 
veral reproofs from me, returned. +I obliged 
John and his wife to get into the coach, and 


| wwe All together drove to Hazley-ſtreet ; the 
poor fellow begs I will ſuffer him to ſpend the 


remaining part of his life in my ſervice ; and 


to make him eaſy, I have given him and his 


wife, an apartment in my houſe, from Which 
I shall not diſeard them, till they no longer 
merit my protection. Thus, my charming Miſs 
Abinton, have I informed you how I have pro- 
ceeded in this affair. I hope my conduct will 


be approved of by you and your amiable n 


ther: to merit that approbation, ſhall. be the 


| Htudy of my life, Though ſeparated ſo little a 
while, 1 impatiently long for the moment that 
hall again bring us together; I will moſt cer- 


| _ _ -tainly;attend, you as ſoon as poſſible; none of 


my ma know of my being * nor 
ſhall - 


FL 
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hall T let them; I would call on Miſs Bil- 
f 


ville, who I accidentally heard was in Lon- 
don, did 1 not. wiſh to be firſt introduced to 
her by my Harriet; therefore, till you honour 
the metropolis. with your preſence, I muſt 
ſuſpend my curioſity in mum this extraordi= 
5 ar „e 
I will . my 3 0 take leaye of ds 
good Mr. Mortimer: Oh, my Harriet! if we 
could perſuade that venerable man to quit his 
' ſequeſtered reſidence, and again dwell in the 
world, what an acquiſition would his ſociety 
de to us I nor am I without hopes but we may 
ſucceed when our happy union is compleated ; 
his love for his newly-gained daughter, will 
lead him to wiſli to be conſtantly with her is 1 
nothing in my power ſhall. be wanting to gra- 4 
tify his wiſhes ;; and by degrees we may draw || 
bim into society. Adieu, my deareſt Harriet; i 
my. beſt reſpects attend your mother; believe 
pern mn 1 r devoted 


ais a If Ions ruoumon. | 
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Ys; : p * #  Porgan-ſqhare- 
| | SET down'ts thank my Harriet for her 
laſt, and to inform her of the retury of Mr. 
Evelin. The contents of your's, my amiable 
Miſg Abinton, gave the moſt exquiſite pleaſure 
to my heart; you have ſecured for me-the good 
Mr. Mortimer's friendſhip ; and all that I have 
to fear is, that when he finds the qualifications 
thy Adeline is miſtreſs of, falls ſo infinitely 
chem, he will withdraw a great part of his 
eſteem; however, I will truſt to his goodneſs, 
and my own tender behaviour towards him, for. 
fecuringhis future regard; telt him this, my Har- 
riet, when you ſee him, and with it preſent my moſt 
: reſpectful compliments. You' are, no doubt, 
curious to know how I like Mr. Evelin, and 
in what manner he received me; I will inform 
you. Yeſterday his Lady had a letter from him, 
_ informing her he would dine in Portman- 
ſquare if poſlible ; ſhe received the news with 
faſhionable compoſure, and ſent word to Sir - 
Harry; who returned an anſwer, that he would 
be at our houſe to meet his brother : accord- 
ingly, about two he came, elegantly drefled, 
2 in the utmoſt harmony of ſpirits. « Lovely 
| Miſs 
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Miſs Belville, ſaid he, after we had talked 
ſome time on indifferent ſubjects; how ad- 
mirably white ſuits the delicacy-of your com- 
- plexion! every time 1 fee you, I think it im- 
proved. I have been ſo long uſed to your 
compliments, Sir Harry, faid I, that they do 
not amaze, me; I affure you, I never once 
thought ef ſoiting my complexion when I put 
on this gawn,” ,.5+ I believe peu, Madam, 
anſwered he: how is it that with ſo little | 
thought of cxciting, admiration, you inſpire 
every man who ſees. you with fuch ſenſations in | 
your favour |”? „ Far be it from me, Sir | 
Harry, to wiſh any ſuch thing; I only ſigh 
for content, and not admiration, as I be- 
lieve I have more than once told you. My 
dear Adeline, anfwered Mrs. Evelin, furely 
in this particular you are to blame, to waſte 
your youth and uncommon beauty in a fingle 
ſtate, and to give ſuch abſolute negatives to 
all overtures of the tender kind; beſides, a wo- 
man of your perfections ſhould not be ſuffered 
to live to her ſelf only; you are as great an orna- 
ment as any I ever met with to our ſex, and 
peculiarly calculated to ſhine in domeſtic life; 
let ſome of your numerous. lovers be ſucceſsful, 
and make happy all your friends. I ſhall not 
fail to intereſt Mr. Evelin againſt your deter- 
min * ſtate, 4 1. * ſhall not 
| all 
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all prove unſueceſsful. I looked towards Sir 
Harry, and ſaw his attention fixed with an 
appearance of anxious expectation. _ | 
Evelin ſeemed as if ſhe wiſhed: me to ſpeak ;. I 
therefore turned to her, and addreſſed her as 

follows; e that you are deſirous of promoting 

my happineſs, madam, I have many reaſons to 
believe; the whole tenour of your conduct au- 
thoriſes me to think ſo; but, believe me, you 


Es | n J have rea- 


fons, (continued I, ſighing) to·hinder me from 


8 marrying; reaſons-'that are inſurmountable; 


It has given; and ſtill gives me infinite pain, to 
be ſollieited on this head; 1 have brought the 
Earl and Sir Edward to ecaſe doing it, as I 
have convinced them it is not in- my power to 
return their love: more than once haye I falk- 
ed with Sir Harry on this ſubject; with the ut · 
moſt explicitneſs told him my heart can never 
yield to ſoft emotions; therefore, Madam, if 
you wiſh my peace, ſeek not to prejudice Mr. 
Evelin in favour of my marrying, as farther 


ſollicitation would only: increaſe the regret- I 


have already ſuffered from the ſatne- cauſe.“ I. 
pauſed; my dear Lady, ſaid Sir Harry, as we 
are ſeriouſſy talking on this ſubject, give 
me leave to ſay your averſion muſt ariſe 
Path a ſtrong partiality to ſome one perhaps 
Wo dats whom you do not chuſe to 
[ts | — 


1 87 bi . 


dignified by birth, by fortune; and perfections 
of mind, and perſon unequalled, from declaring” 
your ſentiments in favour” of this happy man, 
and raiſing him to à fituation worthy the 


poſſeſſor of your heart? I ſmiled at this idea © = 
No, indeed, Sir Harry, I have nothing to 


fear from declaring my partiality for one who 
was the glory of his ſex, and the grnament of 
human nature: I cannot raiſe him higher than 
he is, for T'truſt he now reigns in heaven, 
chere dns day I hope to join him; my conſtant 
endeavours ſhall be to obtain chat happineſs, 


and live for ever with my Auguſtus. war 


not. my acknowledged partiality, Madam, now 
ſatisfy you that I cannot in juſtice, in honour, 
give My hand to another? 44 My good girl, 
faid ſhe, this frank declaration Has endeared 
you to me, and T revere you for it; but yet, 
Miſs Belville, your attachment to the memory 
of Mr. Grenville, ſhould not interrupt the courſe 
of your duty while you ftay below; you was born 
for domeſtic happineſs ;* why then ſhun the 
chief comfort of life, that of loving, and being 
beloved? Ay, Madam, interrupted Sir 
Harry, with a frantic geſture, and drive the 


whole world to deſpair; but you muſt, vou 


mall change this determination; as the man 
vou love Hves not, you cannot juſtify a life of 
A celibacy. 


e it for; but what haye you to auf | 
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celibacy to him who gave you ſuch beauty, ſuch 
a-mind, to excite love in all the world.” Nor 
could I juſtify, Sir Harry, my breach of faith 
to him who has commanded us to do. juſtly, - 
were I. to yield my hand without my heart, 
which was only attached. to one dear object, 
and will far ever remain fo.” Ah, ſay nat 
ſo, Madam! cryed Sir Harry, unleſs you 
would drive me. to madneſs.” I was pre- 
_ vented anſwering by the arrival of Mr. 
Exelin, who entered. the room with no very 
elegant air; his Lady met him, and received a 
cold falute;. then ſhaking Sir Harry by the 
| hand, he caſt a look towards me full of ſeru- 
tiny. My dear, faid Mrs. Evelin, you 
have forgot Miſs Belville, ſhe is ſo much al- 
tered for the better. Truly, Madam, ſhe 
is indeed, ſaid be ; a very angel, Sir Harry, 
upon my honour ;, give, me leave fair Lady.” 
So ſaying, be hanoured me with a French fa 
lute, on. both ſides my face. After, many more 
compliments, We were ſeated; our con- 
erſation conſiſted of foreign topics; the 
diſagreeableneſs of travelling, and matters of 
equal importance, till dinner interrupted it; 
which when we had diſpatched, I made a mo- 
tion to retire, telling Mrs. Evelin I would 
certainly attend her at tea; but I had letters to 
' ne Mr. Evelin aroſe and taking my 
hand, 


— 
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band, “ Parden me, Madam, ſaid he, we 
mut not loſe you ſo ſoon; no Lady on the 
continent that 1 have ſeert is worthy to be 
compared to you for beauty ; the flower of the 
world, upon tty* honour, Mrs. Evelin; 1 
muſt have the pleaſure of looking on it a little 
longer.“ As T found it would be in vain to 
attempt diſſuading him from 8 me, 
I fet down again, and, at his 
played and fins x" here. was freſh Fg 
for compliment from the polite Mr. Evelin. 
While 1 was at the harpſichord, Lord 
Arundel came in, who was received as ſoon as 
the tune was finiſhe# with great politeneſs. 
» Have you heard from Sir Edward, Miſs 
Belvifle?“ faid the Carl. «6 T have not,” an- 
firered I. Has your Lordfhip ““ „N, 
Madam, at which I am rather vhealy; vec 
hope, faid-I, he is well, and has 'met with no 
accident,” „ The gentleman is very happy, 
Miſs Belville, faid Mr. Evelin, to have the 
_ fineſt woman in the world ſollicitous about 
him.” „ Sir, anſwered I, he deferves the 
follicitude- of every-body, as he is one of the 
worthieft men living.“ „ How kind my 
amiable Adeline, ſaid my Lord, thus to ex- 
your ſentiments of my friend! He 
would be exquiſitely happy, could he hear 
you.. «©. He has often heard me ſay as: much, 


my 
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my Lord:; and I haye had the ſatisfaction of 
| ſeeing. him pleaſed with it. What miſt 
the man be, Madam, who was not? ſaid Sir 
Harry, ſighing. I bowed. 1 came, Miſs 
Belyille, ,faid my Lord, to know:if you would 
honour Mrs. Duncannon and myſelf this 
evening with your company to che play. Gar- 
rick does Lear; I have places at ybur ſervice, 
and Mrs. Evelin s, if ſne will be of your party.” 
&. I thank you, my Lord, anſwered ſhe, but 
the return of Mr. Evelin prevents my doing 
myſelf the | honour of accepting your invitation. 
1 was undetermined, what to-do ; N 
aroſe, and taking my hand, led me towards the 
window. «Will you not make me happy, 
charming Adeline, in your. company ? if you. 
knew what felicity I experience when I am 
with you, ſurely. you. would not heſitate,” 
J will not, my Lord, anſwered I, ſmiling; 
I will attend you. in ten minutes with plea- 
fure. ; but 1 muſt get me a pair of clean 
gloyes 3” he kiſſed my hand with rapture; 
Amjable girl, how you delight me!“ +I rug 
up ſtairs, and put on a different cap, and ſtuek 
a few, diamonds in my hair, and returned to 
the dining- room. „What kind expedition, 
aid Lord Arundel, taking my hand; 
how much am I obliged. to. vou!“ „ Þ 
ſhall got LY you again, Madam, ſaid Sir 
| ; * 
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Harry, this evening; allow me to wiſh you a 


k deal of pleaſure.” He turned from me 
with an air of martiſication; I thanked him, 
and curtſying to Mr. and Mrs. Eyelin gave 
my hand to the Earl, and tripped down ſtairs; 
We got into his chariot, and drove to the 
theatre, where Mrs. Duncannon and another 
gentleman were before us. I am interrupted, 
and have no more time than to tell my Harriet 
I am her ever affectionate * 


— 
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End of the TIA vor vnz. 
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| 64, for death, read tyrant, | 5 
70; for qui, read quit. | 
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